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A NEW (KOSALA ?) VARIETY OF SILVER 
PUNCH-MARKED COINS. 


By Dr. A. S. ALTEKAR, BENARES. 


Punch-marked coins of ancient India present a number of 
problems which still remain unsolved. The material for their 
solution is.insufficient and inconclusive and it is therefore 
desirable that we should continue to collect more data for 
their solution. From this point of view the discovery of a 
new type of silver punch- marked coinage, which is being 
described’ in ‘this paper, is very interesting and valuable. 
The five coins that are being published here were purchased 
from Mr. Kesarichand Jaria, a coin-dealer from Lucknow. 
It appears that a large number of these coins were found 
in &:hoard somewhere in U. P. or KoSala and that Mr. Jaria 
procured a part of them. 

We shall first describe the coins illustrated in PI. IA. 


No. 1. Metal, silver ; size; irregular Sqpacishs 1.05" x95” ; 
weight, 53 grains. 

Obverse: 1. In the upper left corner, the Six-armed Symbol 

consisting of alternating arrowheads and rectangles only 

partly visible. Only one of the rectangle is visible, and 

it looks somewhat like an oval. But in coin No. 5,- the 

rectangles are clear and so we may assume that what 

looks like an irregular oval was really intended to be a 

rectangle. 

2. In the lower left corner, the Sun, with slanting rays. 

3. Lower side ceütre, some animal, possibly a tortoise, 
surrounded by circles: 

4. Right side below, Elephant to right with two tusks. 

5. Right side top, an incomplete symbol, possibly the 
hind part of an animal; Pl. IA; I: 

Reverse: Blank. 

No. 2. Metal, silver ; size, irregular, greatest length 1.2”, 

greatest breadth .9”; weight, 52 grains. 

Obverse: 1. Left side centre, Six-armed Symbol with 

alternating triangles and arrowheads. 

2. Lower side bottom, Bow and arrow strung an 
3. Lower side right corner, portion of the Sun Symbol 
with slanting rays, similar to No. 2:on coin No. 1 
4. Right: side centre, a symbol consisting of a circle with 
taurine on either side, the one above being blurred, 


Y 
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5. Right side top, the same as No. 3 in coin No. 1, but 
3 the animal here definitely looks like a tortoise, 
: PI lA, 2 
Reverse: Blank. | 


No. 3. Metal, silver; size, irregular, greatest length 1:5", 
greatest. breadth -85" ; weight, 52-5 grains, 


Obverse : 1. Lower side, left corner, the Sun. 

1 2. Right side centre, Six-armed Symbol with arrowheads 
and ovals alternating. 

3. Right side top, the Animal surrounded by dots. 

4. Upper side right corner, Taurine, which may be part 
of the circle flanked by two taurines occurring on coin 
No. 2. 

Left side upper part (to be viewed from the right 
of the photograph) Four Lotus buds in a lake, 
the lower ones being clear. The lake is denoted by 
an incuse conical depression, whose right side (when 
viewed from the right of the photograph) looks a 
little detached in the plate, but is not so in the | 
original. PI IA, 3. 

Reverse: Blank. 


No. 4. Metal, silver ; size irregular, greatest length 1:15", 
greatest breadth, -85” ; weight, 52:5 grains. 
Obverse : 1. Upper side centre, Six-armed Symbol with 


arrowheads and triangles alternating as in No. 2 above, 
but better preserved. 


SS WALA Me e e Mese WA a ACE ge T 
Ut 


2. Left side centre, Bow and arrow strung together, 
the same as No. 2 on coin No. 2 above. 

3. Lower side, Animal surrounded with dots. It is 
similar to No. 5 of coin No. 2 and No. 3 of coin No. 1, 
but the dots are relatively smaller ; those in the lower 
portion can be detected only in the original and not 
in the photograph. 

4. Right side centre, a circle flanked by taurines, the 
one on the left being blurred and the one on the right 
being incomplete. 

5. Right side top, the Sun symbol but partly engraved. 


PI I A, 4. 
Reverse: Blank. 


No. 4. resembles No. 2 both in size and symbols, 


No. 5. Metal, silver ; size, greatest length, 1:15", greatest 
breadth, :957, weight, 52:5 grains. 

Obverse : l. Left side centre, Six-armed Symbol with 

alternating arrow-heads and rectangles as on No. 1. 

2. Left side lower corner, the Sun. 
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3. Lower side right corner, the Animal surrounded by 
dots. 


4. Right side near the top, an incomplete symbol, but 
its traces suggest an Elephant facing right. 


5. Upper side extreme top, an Insect with many feet. 
PI. 1 A.5, 
Reverse: Blank. 


No. 5 resembles No 1 insize. Four symbols of both these 
coins are identical, the fifth incomplete one being 
different. Í 


The five coins illustrated along with this paper undoubted- 
ly constitute a new class of the silver punch-marked coins. 
In their large size, they resemble the Kośala coins described by 
Babu Durga Prasad! and Srinath Sah? ; they however differ 
from them in not being saucer-shaped. They have no symbols 
on the reverse as is the case with four of the six coins described 
by Mr. Srinath Sah. They have however no numerous addi- 
tional marks imprinted on the obverse, as is the case with the 
Kośala coins of Babu Srinath Sah. Their weight varies 
between 52:5 and 53 grains, which is the normal weight of 
most of the well preserved punch-marked silver coins, though 
it is about 5 grains less than the theoretical weight of 32 ratis 
or 58 grains, as postulated by Manu. 


Early coins of Kosala, like those referred to above, or those 
of the Paila hoard,? had only four symbols on the obverse; like 
the later punch-marked coins, the present coins, however, have 
5 symbols on the obverse. They however differ from them 
in having a size nearly twice -as large. The peculiar symbol 
occurring in early Ko$ala coinslike those of the Paila and Saheth- 
Maheth hoards and the Ko$ala coins of Durga Prasad, namely, 
three Serpentines round a knob, is absent on these coins. Nor 
do Pentagrams, Circle surrounded by four umbrellas or by five 
semicircles with knobs in the centre or circle surrounded by 
two arches, one larger and one smaller, occur on the present 
coins as they do on those of Babu Durga Prasad and of the 
Paila hoard. If we compare the present coins with those of.the 
Golakhpur (Patna) hoard, we find that the size of both is 
approximately the same, and equally irregular. They also 
resemble them in having the Sun and the Six-armed symbol as 
the constant symbols, as is also the case with later punch- 
marked coins. The Flower pot and Hexagon, which are 
common symbols on the coins of the Golakhpur hoard, 
are absent on the present coins. 


1. J. A, S. B., N. B., 1934, pp. 12-13, pl. I-III. 
2, J. N.S. I., IIL, p. 47; V. pp. 18-16. 
8. J.N.S.I., Vol. II, pp. 15 fi. 
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The Elephant which occurs on coin No. 1 and possibly on 
No. 5 is a common symbol on the punch-marked coins; so is 
the Circle flanked by taurines, occurring on coins Nos, 2-4, 
which is common on later coins. The Bow with arrow strung 
is, however, a rather rare symbol and occurs on class 4 varieties 
a and b of the British Museum Catalogue. The insect with 
many feet at the top of coin No. 5 is rather rare on the obverse; 
it occurs on class 6, Group VI, varieties a, b and f of the 
British Museum Catalogue. , 


The symbol, Four Buds in a tank, occurring on coin No, 3 
is & new symbol. So is the animal, most probably tortoise, 
surrounded by dots or circles. This symbol is similar to that 
of the ox-head surrounded by circles occurring on some of the 
punch-marked coins in the Golakhpur (Patna) hoard. It may 
be, however, added that while on some of the coins of this hoard 
the symbol is clearly that of the ox-head (e. g. Pl. 11 no. 83 of 
7. B. 0. R. S., 1919), it distinctly resembles the present symbol 
on some other coins in that hoard (e. g. Pl. 11 No. 81). 


they 'are nearer in type and time to those of the Golakhpur 
hoard than those of the later period. They resemble the 
early Ko$ala coins only in their size, and not in their nature. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

7 The size and symbols of the present coins suggest that 
| We may tentatively place them in c. 400 B. C. 


No. 1 resembles in its symbols Class 1 and Class 6, Group | 
II, variety a of the British Museum in having the Sun, the 
Six-armed symbol and the Elephant, but its 4th and most cha- 
tacteristic symbol, Animal surrounded by dots, does not occur 
on the British Museum coins. The Six-armed Symbol also is 
of a different variety. Nos. 2 and 4 resemble Class 2, Group X, 
varieties à and b and Class 4 of the British Museum in having 
f the Sun, the Six-armed Symbol and the Bow and arrow, but 


they differ from them in having the animal surrounded by dots. 
Their fifth symbo 


British Museum. 


tank in the British Museum piece. The latter has Bull instead 
of the Animal surrounded by dots i 

No. 5 resembles Class 6, Group VI, varieties c and d and Group 
VII, variety f in having the Animal wi 

; verse. If its indistinct animal is Bull 
Group II, variety c, which has that animal. It will be different 


k 
| YA from it howeyer in having the Animal su 
| as the fifth symbol. 


AAA AA 


Aaaa 


ee AA 
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It is likely that there may be more coins of this type in 
private and museum collections. If they are published, we 
shall be able to know whether the Sun, the Six-armed Symbol 
and the Animal surrounded by dots is a common characteristic 
of the coins of this class. It would be worth knowing whether 
the symbol, Four Buds in a lake, occurs on any of them. I trust 
that private collectors and museum curators will re-examine 
their collections to find out whether they have any coins 
of this class and take early steps to publish them in this 
Journal, if they have any. 
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SOME NEW HERMAIOS-KUJULA KADPHISES COINS, 
Bv Dm. A. S. ALTEKAR, BENARES. 


How precisely the Greek rule came to an end in India 
and what were the relations between Hermaios, who is usually 
presumed to be the last Greek ruler and Kujula Kadphises, 
who was the first ruler of the Kushana dynasty, are problems 
that have been engaging the attention of scholars for nearly 
a century. No satisfactory answer to them, that can be 
universally accepted, has however yet been found. The evi- 
dence of the coin types seems to suggest that Kujula Kadphises 
gradually expanded his power at the cost of Hermaios and 
eventually supplanted him. For we have got the coins of 
Hermaios alone, then of Hermaios with his own name and 
bust on the obverse and the name of Kujula Kadphises on the 
reverse; then come the coins with the bust of Hermaios but 
the name of Kadphises on the obverse in Greek and the name 
of the same ruler on the reverse also in Kharoshthi. Finally, 
we have the coins of Kadphises alone, his name appearing 
both on the obverse and reverse. The evidence supplied by 
this series of types seems prima facie to be conclusive in 
showing that Hermaios associated or was compelled to 
associate one Kujula Kadphises in his government towards 
the end of his reign, and that the new partner in the admini- 
Stration eventually supplanted him either in his life time or 
Soon after his death. This was the view which the late Mr. 


Rapson had advocated in his Indian Coins, p. 16, published ` 


in 1898. 


Heracles standing on the reverse, This type was later on 
mechanically copied by Kadphises I. In the beginning he 
was content to have his name on the reverse; butlater on 
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he put it on the obverse also. This coin type was continued, 
says Rapson, by Kadphises until a much later date in the same 
way and for the same reasons for which the East India 
Company continued for many years to strike rupees bearing 
the name of the Moghul emperor Shah Alam. The people were 
accustomed to this type and the new conqueror realised that 
there was a chance for his currency being accepted by the 
public, only if it resembled the old one in its essential features, 


Archeological and other evidences have now shown that the 
Parthian rule intervened between the Indo-Greek and the 
Kushana rule at Taxila. It is, therefore, clear that the 
correct view is that the so-called joint coins of Hermaios and 
Kadphises I are not really an instance of joint coinage, but 
merely mechanical copies of the type of Hermaios, which 
were popular in the Kabul valley. The coins of this type 
which have been so far published in the catalogues, e. g. 
The British Museum Catalogue, the Punjab Musewm Catalogue, 
the Indian Museum Catalogue, etc., do not give us a vivid idea 
of the mechanical process of imitation of the once popular 
type. If we examine the coins illustrated in the above catalo- 
gues, we shall find that the bust of the obverse bears a certain 
fairly recognisable similarity with the old age bust of the last 
Greek ruler. If we consider the coins alone, we have still to 
concede the possibility of all these coins having been issued 
during the course of a single generation. All of them have 
a fairly legible Greek legend as well. 


During my visit to Taxila in December 1945, Mr. Amala- 
nand Ghosh, M. A., Superintendent, Excavation Branch, 
Archeological Survey of India, gave me for examination some 
copper coins of the Hermaios-Kadphises type found at Taxila 
in the fields. They are all copper and of a smaller denomina- 
tion than those that have been so far published. After 
examining them, I found that they would be giving usa 
clearer idea of the mechanical process of copying than those 
published already. With the kind consent of Mr. Ghosh, I 
have, therefore, decided to publish them here. 


On all the published coins of this type, as observed already, 
there is a certain recognisable resemblance between the fea- 
tures of Hermaios and those of the bust appearing on the later 
imitations. The most remarkable thing about the five coins that 
are published here is that in most cases the features of the 
busts bear hardly any resemblance to those of Hermaios. The 
features of PI. IB, 1 have perhaps some resemblance with that 
ofthelatter. But in the case of PI. IB, 2, the bust is facing 
front, which is not the case with the prototype or with any 
coins of this type published so far. In the case of Pl. IB, 3 the; 


. bust seems to be in imitation of the well-known Roman bust, . 


z 
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which appears on one of the types of Kujula Kadphises. The 
reverse of this coin, however, does not show the king seated 
right on a seat-like curule chair with right arm extended, as is 


the case with the Roman bust type, but Heracles standing, ` 


which occurred on the proto-type of Hermaios. In the case of 
PI IB, 4 the resemblance between the features of the coin and 
those of Hermaios is too remote to be readily recognised. The 
climax of barbarousness is perhaps reached in PI IB, 5. The 
king seems to be wearing a cap with dotted borders. He 
faces right, as is the case with the Heramios' bust in the proto- 
type; but he has very thick lips and a very long and prominent 
nose. There is no similarity whatsoever between his features 
and those of Hermaios. 

The crudeness of art, the absence of any recognisable 
resemblance in features, and the total degradation of the 
Greek legend on the obverse make it clear that these coins 
could not have been issued as a joint coinage of Hermaios and 
Kujulà Kadphises. They were obviously issued some decades 
after the passing away of Hermaios, whose coin type is soguht 
to be continued on them. It is interesting to note that the 
degeneration on the reverse, where the name of Kujula occurs 
in Kharoshthi, is not so great as that on the obverse, where 
Greek letters and an unfamiliar and much degraded bust had 
to be imitated. Heracles on the reverse, however, is clear on 
ali the five coins; the club is easily recognisable; only the 
lion's skin hanging down from the left hand has not been 
properly represented. 


The British Museum Catalogue and The Indiam Museum 
Catalogue do not record the weight of the coins of the 
Mermaios-K adphises type published in them. The Punjab 
"useum coins of this type vary in size from -9 to :95 inch, 
and their weights vary from 97 to 156 grains. The coins of 
ie present lot are smaller both in size and weight. The weight 
ee A eet among them, PI. IB. 2, is only 87 grains and 
th = the highest, PI. IB, 4, is 40 grains. This will show that 

€ type was issued in several denominations. 


in m a Parthian rulers succeeded the Indo-Bactrians 
S0 po " 3 in and Taxila, and if the Hermaios type was 
odis st. there as to render its imitation obligatory for the 
imitated by the rage, sk as to why this type was not 
successors "t 5 Indo-Parthian rulers who were the immediate 
is now Ss the Greeks, The reason is not far to seek. It 
Azilises, Go A uen that the Indo-Pafthian rulers, Azes; 
páss and n di Tee etc. entered India through the Bolon 
the Botte bf ve.) extended their power up the Indus iñ 
which they c; eg In the districts and provinces of India; 

ey conquered first, the Hérmaios type was not current; 
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The little kingdom of Harmaios did not extend to the middle 
or lower Indus. The Indo-Parthian conquerors, therefore, did 
not come into contact with this type till a late period of 
their career, when they succeeded in conquering Taxila and 
the Kabul valley. By this time they had already established 
their normal coin type, king on the horseback on the obverse 
and some deity on the reverse. They were, not prepared 
to change it for the convenience of the residents of a new 
province recently added to their kingdom. The case of the 
Kushanas was however different. They entered India via 
Khaibar pass. They had no coinage, or script of their. own. 
When they conquered the Kabul valley, they found it neces- 
sary to issue coinage for their new subjects, whe were long 
accustomed toit. Having no numismatic traditions of their 
own, they naturally preferred to mechanically imitate a type 
which was current in the Kabul valley. It appears that in 
some important cities, in spite of the intervening rule of 
about 75 years of the Parthians, some mint mechanics were 
left, who were familiar with the old Greek traditions and 
methods. They manufactured coins of the types already 
published in the British Museum, the Indian Museum and the 
Punjab Museum Catalogues, which bear a fairly close resem- 
blance to the original prototype. In some places, however, the 
artists were quite new to the task and unfamiliar to the methods. 
They could manufacture coins of a very rude type only, like 
those which are being published in this paper. Some of them 
knew neither Greek nor Kharoshthi scripts. They were respon- 
sible for manufacturing coins like PI. 1 B, 5 of this paper. 


We close this paper with a description of the coins. We 
have to add that the photographs are in some cases slightly 
smaller in size than the originals. 

Coin No. 1. Metal, copper; size, more oval than circular, 
*6" -75"; weight, 81 grains. 

Obverse : bust of the king facing right, head having large hair, 
some falling down to the shoulders ; traces of circular 
Greek legend ; it is merely an unintelligent copy of 
some of the letters of the original legend. Letters 
X and y are visible at ix. 

Reverse : Heracles, proudly standing, facing front; club in 
right hand ; lion's skin, clumsily represented, falling 
from the left. PI. I B, 1. 

Coin No. 2. Metal, copper ; size roughly circular :7" in 
diameter; weight, 87 grains. 

Obverse: Traces of a rude bust facing front, having no resem- 
blance to any face of Hermaios. Traces of some letters 
of the Greek legend, [KOZO] xO K[AA4IC]. 

2 : 
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Reverse: Heracles, as on No. 1, but not so proud in his 
demeanour; three letters Kujula of the legend 
Kujula Kashasa Kushanayavugasa dhramathitasa, 
beginning at xii. PI. I B, 2. 

Coin No. 3. Metal, copper; size circular, but truncated at 
the bottom ; 7" in diameter ; weight, 70 grains. 

Obverse: Bust of the king resembling more that of Augustus 
than that of Hermaios; some traces of Greek letters 
in the upper left corner. 

Reverse : Heracles standing as-on No. 1 and 2. The original 
coin shows traces of the letters julaka of the legend 
mentioned above; being blurred they have not come 
on the plate. PI. 1. B, 3. 

Coin No. 4. Metal, copper; size, roughly circular, 7” in 
diameter ; weight, 40 grains. 

Obverse : Bust of the king, but nct similar to any on the earlier 
three coins; traces of Greek legend. 

Reverse: as above; traces of Kharoshthi legend on the 
right side. PI. I B, 4. 

Metal, copper; size, circular, -6” in diameter; weight, 

42 grains. 

Obverse: bust of the king facing right; lips thick, nose very 
long; tbe king wears a cap with a peculiar double 
dotted border; some traces of Greek legend. 

Reverse: Heracles, as on above coins; no traces of Kharoshthi 
legend 

PI. IB, 5. 
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A NEW SPECIMEN OF 
THE BOW IN-BOW-CASE TYPE OF MAUES. 


By Dr. A. S. ALTEKAR, BENARES. 


One of the rarest types of the coins of King Maues, who 
was one of the earliest Scythian invaders of north-western 
India, is the one which has Horse to tight on the obverse 
and a Bow in Bow-case on the reverse. The British Museum 
Catalouge of the coins of the Greek and Scythic kings of 
India and Bactria describes (p.72) a coin of this type but 
does not illustrate it. Cunninghum has published a coin of 
this type in his Coins of the Indo-Seythians, p. 33, and 
Pl.11, 15. A third specimen was published in the P. M. C. 1, 
p.103 and Pl. X, 35. A fourth coin of the type was found 
in the Taxila excavations and published in A. S. R. 1914-5, 
Pl XXV, 18. I am publishing today a 5th specimen of this 
type, recently aquired for the cabinet of the Benares Hindu 
University from Mr. Govinda Ram, a coin-dealer of 
Rawalpindi. 

The present type throws a considerable light on the 
career and nationality of Maues. This ruler is so far known 
to have issued 24 coin types. Only on three of them do we 
find the smaller legend, BAXIAEQS MAyoy; all the rest have 
the fuller legend, BSIMEQS BAXIAEON MET Ahoy MAyoy, attesting 
to the imperial position of the issuer. 


Three types of Maues, where the legend is shorter, are 
the following :— 


1. Elephant's Head and the Caduceus type, which is in 
imitation of the coins of Demetrios. 


2. The Apollo and Tripod type, which is in imitation 
of a well-known type issued by Apollodotus. 


3. The Bow in Bow-case type which is in imitation of 
the well-known type of Arsaces, illustrated in B. M C., 
XXXII, 12. 


Itis now generally admitted that Maues was originally 
in the service of the Parthians, and entered India perhaps 
as their general or viceroy through the Bolon pass. The 
three types mentioned above throw interesting light on 
the career of this military adventurer. Of these types the 
3rd one, a new specimen of which is being illustrated in this 
paper, was probably issued by Maues, earliest in his career while 
he was still recognising the suzerainty of the Parthians and had 
not yet launched upon a career of expansion towards India, 


- 
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ill somewhere in Seistan or Baluchistan, 
2d per. be merely a viceroy and therefore issued 
P x ie close imitation of that of Arsaces Theos, illustrated 
a » M. C. XXXII, 12. There is a striking resemlance 
Betwecn this prototype and the coin we are publishing today. 
Both have on the obverse Horse to right and a Greek legend. 
In the case of the prototype, the legend is longer and gives 
the full devine title of the founder of the Arsekidan family. 
Maues however was still a subordinate viceroy and had to be 
content with the simple legend BASIAEOZ MAyoy. He dare not 
assume any imperial titles as long as Mithradates the Great 
was living, ie. down to e. 88 B. GA In the case of the 
reverse of the prototype of our coin, there is Bow in Bow-case 
in a border of fillet. Maues retained the central type, but 
replaced the ornamental fillet border by a Kharoshthi legend, 
in order that the type should conform to the established 
practice in India. 


The present coin was probably issued by Maues very 
early in his career. That is probably the reason why the type 
is so rare. Probably it prevailed in Seistan for a while, and 
it is not unlikely that its present Specimen reached Rawal- 
pindi from that locality. 


Lower and Middle Indus regions were the first ones to be 
annexed by Maues. It is well-known how Demetrios and 
Apollodotus had either jointly or severally annexed this 
territory during the period of the expansion of the Bactrian 
power. The coins of these rulers must have been quite common 
in the lower and middle Indus valley, and it is but natural 
that Maues should have imitated their coins and of nobody 
else. It is very likely that these two coin-types were issued 
by Maues early in his career, when he still dare not assume 


imperial titles owing to his relations with his powerful suzerain 
Mithradates the Great, 


As, however, Maues became more and more powerful owing 
to larger and larger additions to his kingdom, and as he 


content with the simple title Basileos, and issuing numerous 
new types, with full imperial titles, BAXIXEQOX BAXIAEON 
META2oy MA yoy, 


The present type of coin is thus an important document 


throwing light on the earlier and humbler stage of the career 
of Maues, I am therefore publishing its fifth known specimen. 


Metal, copper; size, rectangular, -75"x 6": weight, 
5 grains, 
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Obverse : Horse walking to right ; Greek legend ; on the 
right, BAXIAEQS to be read from inside the 
coin; on the left, MAyoy, to be read from 
outside the coin. , 


Reverse: Bow in Bow-case ; Kharoshthi legend ; on the 
right maharajasa; on the left Moasa, both to be 
read from inside the coin ; Greek monogram 
N with a vertical line cutting across its slant- 
ing line. PI. IB, 6. 


As compared to the P. M. coin, this coin is smaller, being 
‘75” x 6”, the former being a square of -8”. Its weight is, how- 
ever, nine grains more than that of the P. M. The horse is 
hardly recognisable on the P. M. coin ; it is quite distinct on 
the present one. The legent BASIAEOX has not been preserved 
at all on the P. M. coin ; it is fairly clear on our piece. The 
name of the king, however, Mayoy is a little clearer on the 
P. M. coin. The Kharoshthi legend as well as the Greek 
monogram on the reverse are much better preserved on our 
coin than on the P. M. piece. 


The B. M. coin being not illustrated cannot be fully 
compared. Like the P. M. coin itis square and not rectan- 
gular; it has got the same legends and monogram. We do 
not know the state of its preservation. 
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A COIN OF LAKHANA (?) UDAYADITYA. 
By Dr. A. S. ALTEKAR, BANARES. 


The history of the Hünas is still shrowded in considerable 
obscurity. Two of their rulers, Toramana and Mihirakula are 
well-known to us from their coinage; they are also referred 
to in inscriptions and literature. There were however a number 
of other Hina rulers, ruling in the Punjab and Rajputana, 
who are known to us only from their coinage. Their time and 
location is still uncertain. 


Among the kings of this category is Raja Lakhana (?) 
Udayaditya. So far he was known to us only from two 
coins, which were published long ago in 1838 in Prinsep's 
Essays, Vol. I, p. 411. Thomas, who has edited these essays, 
tells us that these coins belonged to the collection of Col, 
Abbot of the Bengal army, mainly gathered from the Hazara 
district of the N. W. F. P., of which he was in political charge. 


No numismatic work or. catalogue has subsequently 
published any coins of this mysterious ruler. I was therefore 
glad to get a coin of his from a dealer in Rawalpindi 
during my visit to the place in the Christmas of 1945. The 
coin was purchased for the Benares Hindu! University and is 
kept in its cabinet. It is being published for its rarity. 


_ Like the earlier two coins, the present one is also in silver. 
It is a thin and broad piece; its weight is 57 grains. It is 
circular in size with a diameter of 1. 1." ; the obv. side in the 
photograph in the plate is slightly bigger than the original. 


The coin may be described as follows ;— 


Obverse ; within. dotted circular border, there is the bust 
of the king facing right. The king wears a peculiar conical 
cap; a crescent overlaps its front side, as on the other two 
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conquered, his coins would not show so much Indianisation as 
to include a full-fledged Brahmi legend and a Hindu title. 


Reverse: This side is blurred, but the photograph shows 
clear traces of an altar with an attendant on either side. The 
reverse of the two earlier coins of this ruler published in Prin- 
sep's Essays has not been illustrated. But probably they also 
had the same objects. 

PI. I B, 7. 

There is considerable uncertainty about the time and 
identity of this ruler. The Chinese sources inform us that the 
leader of the Huna invasion which snatched away the kingdom 
of Gandhara from the Kidara Kushanas was Lae-lih and one 
suggestion is that Lakhana of the coins may be identified with 
this king. This view does not seem very probable. It is 
not likely that at so early an age, the Indianisation 
of the coin type could have advanced so far as we see on the 
coins of Udayaditya. The coins of the early Hüna period 
were like those published by Whitehead in J. A. S. B., 1913, 

`p. 481 ff. where we find either the Pahlavi legend alone or that 

legend with a few Brahmi letters only and the Hindu symbols 
like conch, wheel, etc. It must have taken some time for 
the solitary Brahmi letters to be replaced by the full-fledged 
Brahmi legend. On the present coin we have also the Hindu 
title Udayaditya. When we remember how neither Toramana 
nor Mihirakula took any such Hindu title, it becomes difficult 
to hold that Udayaditya of our coins was a predecessor of 
these rulers. We should therefore place him sometime after c. 
550 A. D. A Kashmir king named Raja Lahkhana belonging 
to the Huna stock is mentioned in the Hajaturangwm ; but his 
biruda is Narendraditya and not Udayaditya. It is not at 
present possible to determine his relationship with Lakhana 
Udayaditya. 
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SOME RARE AND INTERESTING INDO-BACTRIAN 
COINS. 


BY Dr. A. S. ALTEKAR, BENARES. 


.. The coins that form the subject matter of this paper 
belong to the collection of Mr. D. D. Ghosal, 85 Tantipara 
Lane, Santragachhi, Howrah. Mr. Ghosal was kind enough 
tosend to me a large number of his Indo-Bactrian coins for 
inspection and publication, if found to be worth publishing, 
As the genuineness of the Indo-Bactrian coins is a subject upon 
which even experts differ frequently, I requested the late 
Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit, the former Director-General of 
Archaeology in India, to examine the coins separately and 
arrive at his indpendent conclusions. In spite of his illness, which 
unfortunately proved fatal, Rao Bahadur K.N. Dikshit kindly 
agreed to do so. After separate and independent examin ation, 
Rao Bahadur K.N. Dikshit and I came to the conclusion 
that the eight coins that are being published in this paper 
are both genuine and rare and therefore worth publishing. 
I am accordingly publishing them here. I am indebted to 
Mr. Ghosal for allowing the coins to: remain with me and 
Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit for a considerable time to suit our 
other preoccupations. If all private collectors show equal interest 
in getting their coins scrutinised and published, there is no 


doubt that numismatic and historic studies will progress more 
rapidly. 1 


A DIDRACHM OF EPANDER.! 


Metal, silver; size, circular; diameter, 1.05”; weight, 


141 grains. 


Obverse: Helmeted bust of the king facing right, crest 
falling .behind the helmet. 
Greek legend, BASIXEOS NIKH$OPOy, below, 
EIIANAPOy, 

Reverse: Pallas facing left, hurling thunderbolt by right 
hand; aegis on the left arm. Kharoshthi 


legend, — Malarajasa jayadharasa ; below, 
Ipandrasa PI- II, 1 


m i En here to denote the silver coins of aboub 
denote the silver pieces 0-Bactrian rulers, The hemidrachm ia taken to 
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This is the first didrachm of Epander to be published 
and the coin is therefore unique so far. B. M. C. publishes 
and illustrates only a bronze coin of this ruler at p. 51 ; in the 
supplement a broken silver hemidrachm is described at p. 169 
and illustrated on Pl. XXXI, 13. The P. M. C. publishes and 
illustrates a hemidrachm in entire condition ( Pl. VI, 516), but 
has no didrachm. The present coin is therefore unique so far. 


The features of the king on the present piece are similar to 
those on the hemidrachm published in the P. M. @., VI, 516. 
Both the coins have an identical monogram. 

Two years ago, Mr. Siri Chand, a coin dealer of Rawal- 
pindi, had offered me for sale à didrachm, exactly similar 
to the one in the collection of Mr. Ghosal. It also had the 
bust of the king facing right and had on the reverse Pallas 
facing left and hurling thunderbolt. I cannot now recollect 
whether that coin had the same monogram as the present one. 


A TETRADRACHM OF PLATO. 


Tetradrachms of Plato are very rare. There is only one 
tetradrachm of this ruler in the British Museum, (Catalogue, 


“VI, 11), and none in the Punjab or the Indian Museum. 


The tetradrachm in Mr. Ghosal's collection is, therefore, 


“one of the rare Indo-Greek pieces. Both its obverse and 
reverse are better preserved than is the case with the British 


Museum specimen. 
Metal, silver ; size, roughly circular; diameter, 1:3"; weight, 


- 250 grains. 


Obverse: within fillet border, helmeted bust of the king 
to right, the helmet having a crest falling 
behind; ears and horns of the bull on the 
helmet. Both ends of the diadem fall down 
under the helmet. 'The shoulder is covered 
with drapery. No legend. 


Reverse: Sun-god Helios facing right, with rays issuing 
from his head, and driving a quadriga. The 
deity is clad in chiton and chlamys. Monogram 
in front of the deity. Below the feet of horses 
in exergue, MI only. Greek legend, BAXIAEQX 
XII PANOYS IIXATONOZX 

Pl. 1l 2 

The weight of the present coin is only one grain more than 


that of the B. M. coin. The features of the king on it are 


similar to those on the B. M. piece ; but they are much clearer 


and sharper. The crest over the shoulder is clearer and more 
voluminous ; one can, therefore, see clearly and distinctly the 
: Winding and coiled wires of which it is made and which go on 


3 
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thinning towards the end. The border on the obverse on both 
the coins is similar. 


The reverse has the same monogram as the B. M. piece, 
The legend is better preserved and more distinct. The most 
important point in which the present coin differs from the B. M. 
piece is in its having only two letters in the exergue instead 
of the three in the B. M. piece. We have only M and I; 
the initial P is altogether absent. 


Can it be argued that the present coin is a forgery by a 
die-cutter who failed to notice the indistinct letter P on the 
B.M. piece? Ithink not. Both Rao Bahadur K.N. Dikshit 
and myself fail to find anything suspicious about the coin. The 
presence of two letters only in the exergue is not suspicious ; 
M and I would give us the date 47 instead of 147 which 
would be given by PMI. This is just like the modern prac- 
tice of omitting hundreds while giving the date and month ; 
we usually date our letters, say as 1-12-47, when we mean 
1-12-1947. It is interesting to note in this connection that 
on some of the coins of Heliocles, which are also apparently 
dated in the Seleuciden era, we have only two letters in the 
exergue instead of three, Thus on the B. M. C, Pl. VII, 3, we 
have in the exergue 77 only, perhaps standing for 83, and 
referring the king to the year 183 of the Seleucid era, corres- 
ponding to 130 B. C. The same is the case with B. M. coin 
No. 5, referred to at p. 21 of the Catalogue, but not illustrated. 


There is a close similarity between the coins of Plato and, 


Eucratides. The portraits of both are strikingly similar. In 
his most popular type, Eucratides also bears a similar helmet 
with crest falling behind and adorned with the horns and ears 
of the bull. This last was a Seleucid device, pointing to & 
close connection between these two rulers and the contem- 
porary Seleucid house. The title Epiphanoys taken by Plato 
is obviously borrowed from that of: Antiochos IV, probably 
after his death. The device of Dioscuri charging on the reverse 
of the coins of Eucratides presents an appearance not dissimilar 
to that of Helios driving the quadriga on the coins of Plato, 


There is no doubt that Plato and Eucratides were contem- 
Poraries and closely connected. Plato may have been either a 


rival of Eucratides Or his i 
latter was the case, dnd we al FE 


mmer à commoner. The name Heliocles 
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is after the sun deity Helios. We have got the sun deity 
Helios on the reverse of the two tetradrachms of Plato, driving 
in a quadriga. Can it be that the presence of the deity on the 
reverse was suggested by the name of the father of the striker ? 
In that case we can well assume that both Eucratides and 
Plato were the sons of Heliocles, who fought together against 
Demetrius and his party. The similarity of their features and 
coin types makes this conjecture very probable. Plato seems 
to have been the younger brother and may have issued his 
coins either after his elder brother’s death or during his life- 
time with his special permission. The date on Plato’s coins, 
147 of the Seleucid era, corresponding to 165 B. C., suggests 
that the coins concerned may well have been issued in the life- 
time of his elder brother, who is quite likely to have continued 
to rule even after that date. 


A HELMETED DIDRACHM OF ARCHEBIOS. 


Metal, silver; size, circular; diameter, 1”; weight, 
148 grains. 


Obverse : Bust of the king to right, wearing a helmet with 
crest; Greek legend, BAXIAEOX AIKAIOY KAI 
NIKH¢OPOY, below APXEBIOY 


Reverse: Zeus standing facing, sceptre in right hand and 
brandishing thunderbolt with the left; Kharosh- 
thi legend, Maharajasa dhramikasa Jayadharasa,. 
below Archebiyasa. Monogram. 


PI. Il, 3. 


The didrachms of Archebios are rather rare. There is 
none in the Punjab Museum, and the British Museum Catalogue 
has illustrated only two. Jn one case the king is diademed 
and facing right, (Pl. IX. 1) and in the other he is facing left, 


helmeted and thrusting a javelin (Pl. IX. No. 4). A didrachm 


with helmeted bust to right was unknown till 1923, when three 
of its specimens were published by Mr. R. B. Whitehead in 

the Numismatic Chronicle of that year PI. XIV. 11, 12 and 

14. One of these didrachms, (Pl. XIV, 14) had the additional 

word KAI between DIKAIOY NIKH$OROY. The same is the 

case with the present coin. 


The face of the king is similar to that seen on B. M. C., 
Pl IX, No. 4 and the Numismatic Chronicle, 1923, P]. XIV, 
No.14. The monogram occurring on the present coin is to be 
seen on the coin of this ruler illustrated in B. M. 0., IX, No. 1. 
The weight of the B.M.0., Pl. IX, No. 1 is 139 grains and of 
No. 4 it is 147:6 grains. Our didrachm weighs 148 grains. 
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STRATO I 


The career and coinage of Strato I is perhaps more 
interesting than that of any other Indo-Bactrian ruler. It 
covers a period of about 65 to 70 years; it began at a time 
when the expansion of the Greek power under the house of 
Eucratides was still going on; it ended on the eve of the 
complete overthrow of the Greek power in the eastern Punjab 
by the Śakas. The coinage of Strato shows his portrait at 
many more different stages of life than is the case with any 
other ruler. We can see his features at the age of about 20, 
25, 30, 35, 40, 50 and 70 ; his portrait at the last stage is that 
of an old man with sunken cheeks and teethless jaws. In 
his middle age he had developed a taste for the beard also; 
for on one of his didrachms, we can see him with a beard 
as well ( C. H. I., Vol. I, Pl. VII, No. 21). 


For many years didrachms. of this ruler were rather 
rare. The British Museum Catalogue publishes only one 
(X, 10), and the same is the case with the Punjab Museum 
Catalogue, Pl. V, 355. Later on Mr. Whitehead obtained 
a large number of his tetradrachms believed to be from one 
hoard and ten of them were published by him in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, 1923, Pls. XV and XVI. 


I publish today two tetradrachms of this ruler which are 
interesting in their own ways. 


HELMETED BUST DIDRACHM OF STRATO I. 
Metal, silver; size, circular; diameter, 1"; weight, 148 grains. 


Obverse: Bust of the king to right, wearing helmet with 
crest; ends of the diadem falling down 
under the helmet; Greek legend, BASIAEQX 
EDI¢ANOYS SOTHPOS j below XTPATONOX 

Reverse: Pallas to left hurling thunderbolt with right 
hand, aegis over the left. Monogram. 
Kharosthi legend, Maharajasa — pratichhasa 
tratarasa Stratasa. 

PI. Il, 4 

This tetradrachm is similar to the one published in 

B. M. C. X, No. 10 but it is ina much better condition than 
the latter, and therefore weighs about 15 grains more. In 
the B. M. piece, the Greek legend on the left side and the 
Kharoshthi legend on the right side have not been well 
preserved ; on the coin being published here, the whole legend 
Is very well preserved. The monogram on the present coin 
at on the B. M. piece or on the Punjab 
howevernot unknown to the coinage 
Ccurs on one of the copper coins of this 


Museum didrachm ; it is 
of Strato, because it o 
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ruler described but not illustrated in the B. M. C.; see Strato's 
coin No. 14, p. 41. It also occurs on some of the didrachms 
of this ruler published by Mr. R. B. Whitehead in the 
Numismatic Chronicle, 1923, p. 328. 


DIADEMED BUST DIDRACHM OF STRATO I. 
Diademed bust with thrusting javelin type. 
Metal, silver; size circular; diameter, 1"; weight, 
145 grains. 

Obverse: diademed bust of the king facing left and 
thrusting javelin; one end of the falling diadem | 
above the fist and the other below it; Greek | 
legend, BASIAEQX XOTHPOX KAI AIKAIOY ; 
below ZTPATONO& 

| Reverse: Pallas to left hurling thunderbolt with her 
| right hand ; aegis on the left hand ; Kharoshthi 
| legend Maharajasa tratarasa dhramikasa Stratasa ; 
monogram. 


PI. Il, 5. 

This didrachm is in many respects a very interesting 

coin. Didrachms of Strato with the king thrusting javelin 

| are rare. Neither the B. M.C. nor the P. M.O. nor the 

| Cambridge History of India has illustrated any variety of them. 

| In the Kabul find coins published by Mr. R. B. Whitehead in 

Numismatic Chronicle, 1923, he publishes and illustrates one 

| didrachm of Strato, where the kingis helmeted and thrusting 

javelin. This coin has been illustrated on Pl. KV. 13. 

| But Mr. R. B. Whitehead has referred to a didrachm 

of this ruler, where the king is diademed and facing 

left and is thrusting javelin. He did not illustrate this coin as 

| it was in a very poor condition. Our present didrachm 

exactly corresponds to the description of the piece not illus- 

| trated by Mr. Whitehead. It, therefore, appears to be the first 
coin of its type to be published. 


| It is possible to suspect the genuineness of this coin on \ 
| account of the features of the ruler. The art is rather poor, 

| and the features are also strikingly different from those on the 

| didrachm illustrated just before (PI. Il. 4). We have how- 

ever to remember that the features of this ruler on his different 
didrachms show striking difference. Thus P. M.C. Pl. V, 

356 has features different from those on No. 359 of the same 

plate. OC. H. I. Pl. VII, No. 20 is different in features from 

No. 21 of the same plate. We cannot, therefore, impugn the 
genuineness of the coin merely on that account. St 
difficult and unsettled times, and it is just j E RERIW all 
mint-masters in his long life may not have s y eig 
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an exact representation of his features on the different dies 
struck by them. It is a pity that Mr. Whitehead did not 
illustrate the only other coin of this type so far known to exist ; 
in that case we could have compared the features as well as 
the monograms of the two pieces. It may however be pointed 
out that the features of the present portrait to some extent recall 
those on the P. M. C., Pl. V, 359. In the latter case the king 
is & blooming youth; in the present case he looks a little lean 
&nd careworn. 


The monogram on the present coin is also interesting. It 
does not occur on any of the coins of this ruler so far published. 
Nor does it occur in the list of the Indo-Greek monograms 
published by Mr. R. B. Whitehead in his P. M. C. Vol. I. 


A TETRADRACHM OF EUTHYDEMUS II. 


Tetradrachms of Euthydemus II are rather rare. There 
is one in the Punjab Museum and one in the British Museum. 
Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit and myself are not quite sure 
about the genuineness of, the third tetradrachm of this ruler 
that is being published here; we, however, feel that it is more 
likely to be genuine than otherwise. The face is rather dull 
and has a frosty appearance ; it lacks Sharpness and distinctness 
and so gives rise to some doubt. The features are also to some 
extent dissimilar to those appearing on the two tetradrachms so 


far illustrated. Its weight however is the same as that of the 
two published tetradrachms. 


The features of the king on the published tetradrachms 
are those of a youth of about 25. On the present coin he 
appears to be a careworn ruler of about 35. This coin would, 
therefore, tend to show that Euthydemus II did not die early in 
his life during his father’s internecine struggle with Eucratides. 
He appears to have lived for at least a decade after his father's 
death and may have led a Precarious existence in some hilly 
district of the Punjab or Afghanistan. 

I shall now describe the coin. 


Metal, silver ; size, 
260 grains. 


Obverse : within dotted border dia 
facing tight: no legend. 


Reverse : young and naked Heracles facing, ivy crowned ; 
he holds a wreath of ivy in right hand and a 
club in the left, from which lion's skin is 
hanging down. There is an object like a sword , 

. Immediately below the club between the left leg 
YA of the deity and the hanging lion’s skin. 


roughly circular; diameter, 1-2”; weight, 


demed bust of the king 


PI II 6 
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The sword like object below the club is to be seen also on 
the two published specimens of this ruler, but it is much more 
distinct on the present coin. 


The monogram of the present coin is the same as that 
on the two earlier ones. 

I publish now two more tetradrachms of Philoxenus 
which are not unpublished, but which have some interesting 
points about them. 


PHILOXENOS: HELMETED BUST TYPE. 
Metal, silver; size, circular; diameter, 1"; weight, 150 grains. 


Obverse: king facing right with helmet having the ears 
and horns ofa bull on it; crest behind the 
helmet. Greek legend, BAXIAEQE ANHKHTOY, 
below 9IAOZENOY 

Reverse : king riding on prancing horse marching right, 
both helmeted and  diademed. Monogram 
under the horse ; Kharoshthi legend, Maharajasa 
apadthatasa Philasinasa. PI II, 7 


The monogram on the present coin is so far known to have 
occurred only on his square hemidrachms e.g. B.M.C., XIII. 5). 
This is the first round diadrachm of the helmeted bust type 
to show this monogram. It occurs on the diadrachm in the 
P. M. C. VII, 576, but it has a diademed bust of the 
king. 

PHILOXENOS: DIADEMED BUST TYPE. 


Metal, silver; size circular, diameter 1"; weight, 
148 grains. 


Obverse : bust of the king facing right, wearing a 
diadem ; Greek legend, BASIMEQS ANIKHTOY 
below $IAORENOY 
Reverse: on prancing horse marching right, helmeted 
and diademed king. The king can be clearly 
seen holding the reins of the horse. Under the 
horse, the same monogram as on PI Il; 7. above. 
Circular Kharoshthi legend, Maharajasa apadiha- 

tasa Philasinasa. 
PI Il, 8 
This coin is identical in type with that published in P. M.C. 
VII, 576. Only the diadem arrangement is slightly different. 
There are two ways in which the falling ends of the diadem 
are shown on the coins of this ruler. In some cases both the 
ends are shown falling down parallel to each other as on the 
present coin and in P. M. 0. XIII 5,7 and P. M.C. VII. 
383; sometimes the upper end is deliberately raised to form a 


peak, as on Pl. II. 7 above and B. M. €. XIII. 6 and P. M. Q, 
VII. 576, 577. 
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A NEW DIDRACHM OF NIKIAS. 
By Dr. A. S. ALTEKAR, BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY. 


Nikias is one of the Indo-Bactrian rulers of the later 


‘period, whose history is shrouded in considerable mystery, 
‘His coinage and coin types suggest that he was closely con- 
nected with Hippostratus. Both have issued coins of the - 


prancing horse type and the Dolphin type (suggesting a naval 


'victory); the new square forms of sigma and omega occur on 


the coins of both along with the earlier round. forms. 

Silver coins of this ruler are still rare. The B. M.Q. 
publishes no coins of this king in the white metal. The 
I. M. C. has pnly one hemi-drachm ; it has a diademed bust of 
the king to r. on the obverse and a warrior fully accoutred 
to 1. on the reverse. In 1923, Mr. Whitehead published in 


-Numismatic Chronicle a new hemidrachm, similar to the one 
in the P. M. C., but differing only in having the king helmeted 


instead of diademed ; see Pl. XVI. 13. 


The third silver coin of this king was published in Numisma- 
tic Chronicle, 1940, pp. 108-9. It was a didrachm, having on the 
obverse diademed bust of the king and on the reverse, Athena 
facing and brandishing sword and thunderbolt. Its weight 
was 145:5 grains and size 1-1" in diameter. The Greek letters 
on it were in the earlier and rounded form. 


. Tam publishing today the 4th silver coin of this ruler. It 
Is a didrachm and belongs to the valuable collection of Dewan 
sahadur Radhakrishna Jalan of Patna. It was purchased by 
him in 1947 at my request from a dealer in Rawalpindi. 


The new didrachm resembles the one published in 1940 in 
the Numismatic Chronicle in all respects, except that it shows 
the king helmeted and not diademed. The legend on the 
ASTRA me; on the reverse also we have the same 
leity ena facing and brandishing thunderbolt by her right 
ied The monogram on the 
idrachm is the same as that which occurs on the helmet- 


PFERDE published in Numismatic Chronicle, 1923, Pl. 


1.1” ; weight 158 grains, 
Obverse: Helmeted bust of the king to right ; crest over 
- the helmet; both ends of the diadem hanging 
down ; shoulder covered with drapery. 
Legend BAXIAEOS SOTHPOS 
below, NIKIOY 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar ` 
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Athena . facing; right hand raised up and 
brandishing thunderbolt ; left hand folded and 
covered with aegis. Monogram formed by 
two letters V, crossing each other, one facing 
up and the other facing down. 

Kharoshthi legend ; above, Maharajasa tratarasa 
below Wikiasa. PI HI, z 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


x 


c E ERES 
1. Whitehead—Cata; RES ETT 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


OS 
Ce 


A RUDE IMITATION COIN OF HELIOKLES. 


BY'SATISH CHANDRA KALA, M. A., CURATOR, 
T" ALLAHABAD MUSEUM. 


In the collection of the proposed Museum at Pauri in 
the Garhwal district of U. P. there is an interesting coin type 
of Heliockles. The coin was acquired by the writer in the year 
1939 in a village near the Dharmajika Stüpa at Taxila and 
remained with him till his entire collection was presented to 
the Museum. When purchased the coin was in an excellent 
state of preservation. On enquiring about its provenance he 
was informed that the coin was found in thespoil earth 
which was removed in the excavations of the Dharmarajika 
Stüpa at Taxila. 


The coin is a barbarous imitation in copper. It is not 
strictly round. The edges are roughly cut. On the obverse 
there is found the bust of the king encircled by an astralogous 
border. The bust shows a robust human type. On the reverse 
there is the standing figure of Zeus holding a thunderbolt in his 
right hand. His left hand holds a long sceptre which is resting 
on the ground. The legend is ;— 


Left, HAIDEXv 
Below, DIK[AIOY] 
Right, [B]AEXE(OE) PI, Ill, 2 


The name of the king is blundered on this coin as on 
other coins of this type now in the coin cabinet of the Central 
Museum, Lahore, and also like the bronze  imitations 
of this ruler in the British Museum. The figure of Zeus 


on the present coin and those in the British Museum are 
similar. 


The monogram on the present coin is different from 


others known So far. It is, therefore, a different variety and 
is thus worth noting. ; 


logue of the coins inthe Punjab Museum P 88-9. 
3, Gardner—Catalogue of the coins in the British M very a aa. puppi 
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EDITOR’S NOTE. 


Mr. Kala’s claim that the coin constitutes a new variety 
of the coinage of Heliokles is not justified.. The monogram 
does not appear on the genuine coins of Heliokles published in 
the B. M. €. or the P. M. C. But the present coin does not 
belong to that category. It was issued some time after the 
overthrow of Heliokles by one of his Scythian opponents. 
Barbarous imitations issued by these Scythian chiefs are 
described along with the coins of Heliokles in the B. M. 0., but 
it does not mention the monograms occurring on them. Nor 
does it illustrate this type. So we do not know whether any 
of the B. M. coins have the present monogram or not. 
Cunningham has, however, published a coin exactly similar to 
the present one in his Later Indo-Scythians Pl. 1 no. 10. 
The size, the weight and the deity on both the pieces are 
identical, as also the monogram. The present type is illus- 
trated only in Cunningham's Zater Indo-Scythians, which is 
out of print; the coin is, therefore, worth publishing and 
illustrating. 


It is also interesting from its findspot. Cunningham has 


‘observed in the above work, “Only a few stray specimens ( of 
‘rude imitations of Greek coins ) are found in the Kabul valley 
‘and none in the Punjab” p. 302. The present coin, however, 


was found in the spoil earth of the Taxila excavations. It 
"would thus be the first coin among the barbarous imitations of 
the Greek coins to be found in India. It is important from 


this point of view. It tends to show that some of these bar- 


barous imitations were current in India along with the regular 


'coins issued by Maues, Azes and other Scythian rulers. 
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SOME VARIETIES OF TAXILA COINS. 
By Mr. M. K. THAKORE, B. A., LL. B. 
Bombay Civil Service (Jdl.), Civil Judge, Kopargaon. 


The following uninscribed copper coins of Taxila are not 
represented in Allan’s Catalogue of Ancient Coins in the British. 
Museum, and so far as I am aware, they have not been pub- 
lished before and hence deserve notice." 


‘No. 1. Obverse Reverse 
: Crude representation Crescented Hill 
of a plant and and nandipada 
Crescented Hill. 
Wt. -44:44 grains SA 
PI. Ml, 3. 


The first symbol on the obverse, ‘a crude representation 
of the elaborate plant, and the second symbol on the reverse 
nandipada, are found in varieties c and d, Class 3 of the B.M.C. 
In var. e, the plant appears on the obverse with three more 
symbols and the nandipada on the reverse also with three other 
symbols. The crescented hill is common to both the sides as 
on the present coin. In var. d, the plant is on the reverse with 
hill and a small svastika, while the nandipada is on the obverse 

' with hill and another symbol, looking like the Brahmi letter 
ryya. The coins of this variety are square. The present 
coin however is round and similar in fabric and weight to 
the coins of var. c, d, and e of Class, 4 of the B.M.C. 


No. 2. Obverse Reverse 
Crescented Hill and Mauryan ma and 
Mauryan ma. Crescented Hill 
Wt. 44:12 grains S. *6” 
PI. Ill, 4. 


This is only a variation of the B.M.C., Var. e, Class 4, the 
order of the symbols on the reverse being reversed. 


There is another coin of this type with me which is 
smaller, being only 24-82 grains in weight and :5” in size. 


No, 3. Obverse Reverse 
Crude Elephant to left; ^ Crescented Hill 
Mauryan ma in the upper in the upper left 
corner. corner; below, 


: 1, I am indebted to Dr, A. is ki i 
TUTO T. A.B. Altekar for his kind suggestions in 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


SOME VARIETIES OF TAXILA COINS 29 


hollow cross; to the 
right a tree and 
in the centre at the 
top Mauryan ma. 


Wt. 30:56 grains. © S de. 


PI. III. 5. 


I think that the animal on the obverse is certainly 
'elephant.! In front of the elephant, in the upper corner, is 
Mauryan ma. The reverse has & combination of four symbols, 
out of which three, the crescented hill, the hollow cross and the 
Mauryan ma are well-known Taxila symbols. The crescented 
hill in the left upper corner is not clear. Below it is the hollow 
cross, about which there can be no doubt. Tothe right is the 
fourth symbol, a tree which is of a type not yet met with. In 
the centre at the top between the hill and the tree is Mauryan 
‘ma. In view of the symbols, the coin can be assigned to Taxila 
with a fair amount of certainty. j 


No. 4. Obverse Reverse 


Bull to right Within ornamented | 
square border a | 
peculiar symbol | 
clear in the plate. | 


Wt. 25:23 greins Sb oe” 


PI. Ill, 6. 


B.M.C. varieties f, g, h, i and 7 of class 5 represent bull or e 
bulls on the obverse. Vars. f and g have plain reverse, var. h, 
.has the same symbols on the reverse as on the obverse, while 
vars. 4 and j have lion on the reverse. The bull on all these coins 
however is of a different type. The bull on the present com 
appears to be similar to the bull on the gold coin No. 169, 
Class IV of the B.M.C. There is however no Taxila symbol 
along with the bull. 


` B.M.C. varieties, c and d Class I, have on the obverse the 
plan of a courtyard of a monastery with cells around and 
atūpa in the centre, and the plan of a/monastery with stūpa at ; 
its centre, respectively. I wonder if the present symbol is a s 
type of monastery with a stüpa in the centre. Dr. Altekar has  - 
Suggested that it may be an altar or an ornamented T'ulasz- 
vrindavana (without plant) both of which appear on Gupta 
Coins. The only reason why I would assign this coin to Taxila 
is the presence of the bull and the provenance of the coin. 


Q : » 


[I cn k SERE r ut in the photograph or 
the plate, ^ EAT is too indistinct to ba made m 
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[A coin of exactly this type has been included in the 
British Museum Catalogue of the Coins of the Greek and Scythie 
kings of India and Bactria, on Pl. IX, No. 13. It isa bronze 
piece, sguare in size, and has on the obverse Bull facing right 
within dotted border and exactly the symbol of the reverse of 
the present coin on the reverse. The weight of the B.M. 
specimen is not given in the Catalogue, but its size is *5” square, 
— almost the same as that of the present piece. Gardner has 
conjecturally attributed the coin to Apollodotus, probably 
because it has Bull on the obverse, as on a number of coins of 
that Greek ruler, and because the symbol on the reverse has some 
kind of resemblance to the tripod lebens, appearing on the coins 
of Apollodotus. The find-spot of the B.M. specimen is not 
known, but since it is included among the Indo-Greek coins, 
it may have been obtained in the North Western Frontier 
Province or the Western Punjab. Absolutely uninscribed Greek 
coins without even a monogram are not known, aud it is 
therefore likely that the coin of Mr. Thakore as well as the one 
in the British Museum may belong to the Taxila series. The 
symbol on the reverse of these coins is not a tripod, though it 
bears: some resemblance to it. —EDITOR.] 


No. 5. Obverse Reverse 
Crescented Hill Mauryan letter go 
and pillar. and Crescented Hill. 
Wt. 25-23 grains SU: 


This coin has been unfortunately lost and hence cannot 
be illustrated now. The symbols on the obverse, which were 
carefully noted by me, are the same as on B.M.C. var. a, 
Class, 1, the order being reversed; while those on the reverse 
are the same as on var. e, Class, 4. It may be argued that the 
Second symbol on the reverse, pillar, is merely a part of the 
preceding symbol, Brahmi go, and in that case the coin belongs 
to var. e, Class, 4. The two symbols however were wide apart, 
rendering this theory improbable. The pillar-like symbol is 
represented by a straight line and not by a curved one, as in 
the case of the coins of Var. e, Class 4. 
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SQUARE COPPER COINS FROM BALAPUR (C.P.) 


J 
i . By DR. A. S. ALTEKAR, BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY. 


The four coins that are being published in this paper 
were kindly sent to me for examination and publication by 
Mr. Lochan Prasad Pandeya, Hon. Secretary, Mahakosala 
Historical Research Society, Raipur. They were found in the 
bed of the Mahanadi river at Balapur in Bilaspur district (C.P.) 
by gold. washers searching for gold dust and beads, which are 
frequently found at the place. 


Along with the four coins, that are being published in this 
paper, Mr. Pandeya had sent to me 16 other pieces, most of 
which were similar in size and fabric to those illustrated with 
this paper. Some however were too blurred to be studied. 
Such traces as remained, however, showed that most of them 
had elephant on one side and a human figure on the other, as is 
.the case with most of the coins illustrated with this paper. 


© The coins are all uninscribed, and only their symbols can 
be used for determining their attribution. We shall discuss 
it after describing the coins. 


Coin No. 1. Size roughly rectangular, 7" x6"; weight, 46 
grains ; metal, copper. i 


Obverse :— Within a dotted border, elephant walking to right. 


Reverse :—T wo serpents with raised hood facing each other; 
a dot between their heads. Behind the serpent, to 
right, there is another symbol, which has come ;ont 
only partially. — It consists of & dotted cresceht- 
shaped line on the left, another dotted line below, | 
which is incomplete and a dot or knob in the centre. | 
Probably there was another line on the left, asa 
counterpart of the line on. the right, which has not 
come on the coin. There were four more coins of 
this type of different weights in the lot sent by 
Mr. Pandeya, but this symbol was not more 
complete on any one of them. pu 

PI. Il, 7 


. Coin No. 2. Metal, copper; size, roughly rectangular, 35^: 
weight, 31 grains. ia 


Obverse;—Elephant walking to right as OD No. 1 above. 
i The enclosing dotted border has not come out weli. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


32 JOURNAL OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 


Reverse;—A human figure, probably a female, standing with 
hands on the waist. What appears as hanging 
down below the waist on the right and the left, are 
probably the ends of the upper garment. PI. HI, 8. 


. There were three more coins of this type among the coins 
sent to me by Mr. Pandeya. 
Coin No. 3. Metal, copper; size, roughly rectangular, °4”; 
weight, 16 grains. 


Obverse :— Within dotted border visible on the right side only, 
; rudely sketched elephant to right. 


Reverse:—The figure is rude and incomplete, but most 
probably it is intended to stand for a human figure 
akimbo, as on coin No. 2 above. There is some 
indistinct symbol on the left of the figure. Pi. Ill, 9. 


Coin No. 4. Metal, copper; size, roughly rectangular, 
55” x°45”; weight, 11 grains. 
‘Obverse :—A very crudely sketched and blurred elephant 
walking to right. 
Reverse :—A female figure standing, both hands on the waist ; 
an indistinct symbol on the left. Pl. Hl, xo. 


The present coins bear considerable resemblance to some 
of the types of the Satavahanas. The elephant symbol, 
which occurs on most of the coins of the present lot, is to be 
frequently seen on the Satavahana coins found in Andhradeéga. 
It occurs on types Nos. 17-21 enumerated on p. xxix of the 
Introduction of Rapson’s Catalogue of the Andhra and Kshatrapa 
coins in the British Museum and illustrated on plates VII and 
VIII of the Same work. Elephant occurs on Satavahana 
coins found in Malwa, Central India and Chanda district of 
C. P. See Rapson’s Catalogue, Pl. I, 5, 6, 7 ; Pl. IV. 57, 87; 
Pl. V. 90-93 ; P]. VII. 171-7. The elephant on the Satavahana 
coins is usually with its trunk fully raised or half raised; only 
on some few coins found in Godavari and Krishna districts, 
we find it with its trunk hanging down, as on the present coins. 


N E Naga symbol which occurs on the reverse of the coin 
: o, E occurs on three of the types of Andhrade$a enumerated 
y sepson On p. lxxviii-lxxix of his Introduction ; Nos. 5, 23 


. 24. It is however assoc; ted wi : f 
Chaitya and not with IB RE with lion or JVandipada or 


The female figure which a 
: ppears on the reverse of coins 
AES e. is so far unknown to the Satavahana coinage. A male 
gure however appears on some Satayahana coins found in 
- Malwa ; see Rapson’s Catalogue, P]. 1, Nos. 2-3, T M 
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The coins are on the whole much poorer in execution than 
the Satavahana coins. 


In the absence of any coin legends, it is difficult to suggest 
a definite attribution of these coins. Since the coins bear close 
resemblance to some of the issues of the Satavahanas, it is 
possible to suggest that they were issued by some of them. 
The Satavahanas are stated by the Puranas to have once 
penetrated to Pataliputra; it is possible that their hitherto 
unknown coins of the present type, which closely resemble 
some of their Andhrade$a types, may have travelled in the 
wake of their armies in Southern KoSala and Eastern C. P. 


The coins, however, appear to be more degenerated in type 
and execution than the Satavahana coins of the Andhradesa. 
It is equally possible that they may have been isstied after the 
downfall of the Satavahanas by local rulers in Southern 
Kogala, who may have tried to imitate the Satavahana types 
current in Andhradega. In the present state of our knowledge, 
the latter alternative appears to me to be more probable. 
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A NEW TYPE OF GUPTA COIN. 
By Mr. P. J. CHINMULGUND, I. C. S., BomBay. 


I have, in my collection, a Gupta coin of a type which 
has not, as far as I know, been published so far. It is a gold 
coin of Chandragupta II, Horseman type: j 


Chandragupta Il! :íorseman Type, Gold.! 


3 Obv. King riding on fully caparisoned horse to r. Sword 
(lash ?) on his r. side. Crescent behind king's head. 
Circular legend, 


Paramabhagavata-[Maharajadhiraja $rz- Ohandragwu pta] 


Rev. Lakshmi seated to 1. on wicker stool with pasa in r. 
hand; left hand on the waist, holding lotus with a 
long stalk. No symbol. Crescent in front of the 
head of the goddess; legend Ajita-vikramap, partly 
blurred. PI. HI, 1r. 


The coin is of variety B of B. M. C. and very similar to 
B.M.C. Pl. X, No. 12. The novelty of it consists in its having a 
crescent on the reverse to the left of Lakshmi's head. This is 
the only coin, so far known, that has a crescent both on the 
obverse and the reverse. 


Mr. P. L. Gupta has recently suggested that the crescent 
on Gupta coins might be a symbol of sovereignty. Dr. Altekar 
in the same place has said that the significance of the crescent 
is still a mystery?. It appears to me that while it is perfectly 
possible that the origin of the crescent on Gupta coins lies in 
the letter O in the original Greek legend, the Gupta mint 
masters having once adopted it, looked on it as a crescent pure 
and simple, an Indian symbol, and put it on various coin types. 
Whether they looked upon it as a symbol of royalty or not, it 
is difficult to say in the present state of our knowledge. 


; W. Ksatrapas etc, I suggest 
, the Sun, the Moon, Mountain (chaitya) and River 


te meant to represent perma- 


1. A photograph of both the ob em 
ublished in th : verse and the reverse of this ooin will be 
mu DM € next number in Pl, VI. 1, Pl. III 11 gives only a sketoh of 


2. J.N. S. IL, Vol VIII, pp. 38-40, 
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nence of the power of the dynasty or king who issued these 
coins. Thus the presence of all the four symbols would 
represent Dharasindhvarkasomavadhi, the mountain standing 
for earth, Dhara; the river for water, and by an extention of 
the symbolism, for the sea. The presence of the sun and the 
moon alone would stand for Yavachehandradivakarau ; and of the 
moon and star for Achandratarakam. 


This idea of hoping for the permanence of a dynasty or 
for the permanence of a grant or a charter is quite common, as 
can be seen from the general use ofsuch phrases as Achandrata- 
rakar in grants of land etc. and the representation of the sun 
and the moon in inscriptions. It will also be clear, in view of 
this interpretation, that the seven dots found in conjunction 
with the moon, e.g. on the obverse of the coins of the Western 
Ksatrapas etc., are meant to represent a star, and not a formal 
representation of the sun,—the moon-star combination and 
the sun-moon combination standing for distinct phrases 
conveying permanence. 
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COINS DOUBTFULLY ASSIGNED TO QADIR 
SHAH OF MALWA. 


By Mr. M. K. THAKORE, B. A., LL. B. 
Bombay Civil Service (Jdl), Nandurbar. 


One of the two coins. which forms the subject of this paper, 
is in the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, and has been pub- 
lished by my esteemed friend Mr. C. R. Singhal in Vol. VI of 
this Journal at page 50, while the other is in my cabinet; 
PI. IV, I. The legend on the obverse is similar to that found on 
the coins of Mahmud Shah III of Gujarat. Mr. Singhal has read 
the legend on the reverse as “Bahadur Shah bin 'Adil Shah 
Sultan” or “Qadir Shah bin ‘Adil Shah Sultan”. He has 
rejected the first reading, Bahadur Shah, for the reasons men- 
tioned by him, and has tentatively assigned the coin to Qadir 
Shah of Malwa (A.D. 1536-1542). It may, therefore, be permis- 
sible to submit for the consideration of scholars another 
suggestion which may supply acorrect clue to the solution of 
this problem. 


Unfortunately the coin in my cabinet also does not bear 
the full name of the king, though the lower part on its reverse 
is more legible than on the coin in the Prince of Wales Museum. 
The letter preceding what looks like alif appears to be mim. 
It is, therefore, possible to read the name as Muhammad Shah. 
What looks like alif is the upper stroke of dal. This way of 
writing Muhammad is not unusual. I would refer in this 
behalf to coin No. 122 of Muhammad Shah II, Pl. 1, 
P.W. M. C. and to two coins in my cabinet; see PI. IV, 2-3: 
The second possible reading is Mubarak Shah, if what looks like 
alif is really that letter. Kaf, the last letter, is cut off. My 
submission therefore is that the legend on the reverse is: 


sla Jat c) XA oye ula) 
or 
BLA ale up SA “Sse lala} 


I must, however, state that the second reading isto be preferred to 
the first. In the first case I submit that these coins are the issues — 
of Muhammad Shah Farügi of Khandesh (A. D. 1520-1535), 


who was invited by the nobles to ascend the throne of Gujarat | 


after the death of Bahadur Shah, and in the second case they | 
belong to Mubarak Shah II of Khandesh (A. D. 1535-1566). | 
Both Muhammad and Mubarak were the sons of 'Adil Khan 3 
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Farugi. It will be my endeavour to show that historically this 
view is better supported than the view expressed by Mr. Singhal.! 


The coins disclose that the father of the ruler was “Adil 
Shah. Mr Singhal has observed that the name of ‘Adil Shah 
as being the father of Qadir Shah of Malwa is not to be traced 
in any historical book. I may, therefore, be permitted to point 
out that the name of the father of Malla Khan, which was 
the birth-name of Qadir Shah, has been given in both Tarzkh-z- 
Firishta and  Tabagat-i-Akbar? —Firishta in his history of 
Malwa says :? 
your |, elas SG, ae qe sema sf ye uil eke wlj ont 
LA yoke ob} goti wasi eds yd ph cites VIS YA ple gib. y mal. 
3 wy 
soy 39} o WE Al sa, s geli yb 85 ue ge up UE dya aa sf 


deeb 08 labs Jy za Boy! » he AF yai sl Ut LS om 


me GAS Sie ya gla yd KF te ult Oph OS ulia y OF OA lly salad $a] 


Again, in dealing with the history of Malwa under 


ne 

ir Bahadur Shah of Gujarat, he says :? 

S- lj)! wil ena yf syle we Ux 5 O30 wel e ye 3y& Xs jy e 
er 


ulabu pal o EA a E e a Bl y y daie yya Gyl kilo 
PB lla Jy 35& yyw Elya aè SOL, uy 359 Sut pill BB jake ji jibe 
y dial yl Kid jiis Ege. oy SAL. SR pid sho wy] DES solo ele 

38 jay SA only myiza 
Briggs in his translation of the above passages has 
omitted to give the name of Malla Khan's father.* ` 


The author of Tabagat-i-Akberi in his history of Malwa 
under the heading “An account of Malla Khan, Qadir Shah” 


is says: “When owing to the death of Sultan Bahadur, there 
1, was disorder in the country of Gujarāt, and the country of 
3: Malwa remained without a ruler; at about that time His 
ke Majesty Jinnat Ashiani turned the bridle of departure from 
ly Agra towards the country of Bangala. Malli Khan, son of 


Mallà Khan gave himself, in concert with the amirs of Malwa, 
the title of Qadir Shah.”” 


1. I had sent my coin and written to Mr. Singhal expressing my view but he 
could not accept it, andis still of the opinion that the coins must be assign- 
ed to Qadir Shih of Malwa. With due respect to Mr. Singhal, 1 foel convin- 
ced that it is nob possible to assign these coins to Qadir Shah of Malwa, while 
they oan be attributed either to Muhammad Shih or Mubarak Shah of the 
Farugi dynasty. It is, therofore, after very careful consideration, though not 
without some hesitation, that I have finally submitted this paper for publication, 
2. Parikh-i-Firishta, text ; Munshi Naval Kishore Press, Kanpur, A. D. 
1884; page 270. 

8. Ibid: page 220. 


s 4, Fürishia, Briggs Tr. Vol. IV pages 271 and 118. 
) k b. Tabagāt-i-4kbarī, Tr. Brajendranath De, Vol. III, page 617. ltallos 
in are mine, 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


38 JOURNAL OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 


In his history of Gujarat he says: “Sultan seme 
conferred the government of Ujjain on Darya Khan, who was 
one of the old amirs of Malwa, and had formerly se is ie 
ambassador to Sultan Bahadur, and advance towards 
Sárangpür. He bestowed Sarangpür on. Malta Khan, son of 
Malla Khan, who had in the time of Sultan Muzaffar gone 
away from Manda ; and had entered the service of... esses. 
and who in the reign of Sher Khan had assumed the title 
of Qadir Shah, and had the public prayers read and the 
coins struck in that country in his own name. 


Again he says: “Silhadi's son fled from Ujjain, and 
went to Chitor. Sultan Bahadur bestowed Ujjain on Darya 
Khan Mandéwali, and advanced to Raisin. On the way he 
left Habib Khan a: Ashta and Malla Khan, son of Malla 
Khan, at Sarangpar, and went and beseiged the fort of 
Raisin?" 


The above references show that Malla Khan's father was. 
also named Malli Khan and not ‘Adil Shah. Strange though 
this may sound, it has been re peatedly so mentioned by 
more than one historian, and there appears to be no cogent 
reason to doubt this testimony from original sources. 


‘Adil Shah appears to be the name of a very high per- 
Sonage,— a title or regnant designation which ordinarily a. 
ruler would have assumed. There is no historical evidence 

> which might induce us to believe that Oadir Shāb’s father 

; was such as could have assumed this name. On the other 
hand the above extracts from Tarzkh-i-Firishta and Tabagat-i- 
Akbw show that Malla Khan's ancestors were slaves of the 
Khiljis, elevated to the rank of amirs ; and that Malla Khan 
had left Manda and taken up service under Muzaffar Shah 
Il of Gujarat. These facts indicate that *Adil Shah could 
not have been the name of Malla Khan’s father. 

Tt will be seen that coins 
by Qadir Shah of Malwa. 
was the first to bring to ligh 
which he published jn his “Ad 
He read the legend on 


are known to have been minted 
The late Mr. H. Nelson Wright 
t eight copper coins of this ruler, 
denda to the Malwa Coinage.’ § 
those coins as under :— 

Obverse. 


wa Reverse. 
e cjua] 
SU ob YA 
a0 
(2), sla, NN, 
IPD Sema 


- de WHEEL pages 357-858, : 


2. Ibid, page, 610. 
3. N. S., No, XI; articles 63, page, 316, 
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He observed: ‘Above the b of the lower ole! is the ornament 
figured as No. 21 in the Catalogue of the Indian Museum, 
1907, p. 261, and above the » of the upper wl) the ornament 
figured as No. 23 in the same plate. The words following 
sl in the third line of the obverse are a difficulty None of 
the coins give them very distinctly. After much consideration 
I am inclined to think they may be a blundered Gib! w.” 
These coins are not illustrated but the marks and the legend 
show that they are of Malwa style. 2 


In his paper “The Coinage of the Sultans of Malwa”! 
Mr. Nelson Wright published four more copper coins of 
Qadir Shah struck only in the name of Mahmüd Shah III of 
Gujarat. Three of these Nos. 90, 90a and 91 are round, while 
one, No. 92 is square in shape. Mr. Singhal has also recorded 
four coins of Qadir Shah in the name of Mahmad III, 
Nos. 107 to 109 of his paper “On Certain Unpublished Coins 
of Sultans of Malwa’.* These coins are round in shape. 
The coins published by Mr. H. Nelson Wright and by Mr. 
Singhal are of the year A. H. 945. The fabric, calligraphy 
and weight of these coins are identical with the coins of 
Malwa. ) 


Mr. H. Nelson Wright has observed in his paper that 
Mahmud III is stated to have granted Qadir Shah the right 
to strike coins but none are known in his own name. Mr; 
Singhal however has published in his paper two coins, Nos: 106 
and 106a, which he has attribuied to Qadir Shah in his own 
name. Both these coins are square and of Malwa style. 


Now, undoubtedly, the fabric and calligraphy of the 
coins under discussion are the same as the Gujarat copper 
coins of Mabmüd Shah IIl. The legend on the obverse -is 
Similar and written in the same way as Mahmūd's- silver 
coins Nos. 607 to 612 and copper coins Nos. 7118 to 716, 
P.W.M.C.. The weight of the coin published by Mr. Singhal 
is 132 and that of my coin 129 79 grs., that is nearly equal'tó 
coin No. 712, of P.W.M.C., the denomination being of 18 units. 
It - will therefore be seen that these coins are altogether 
different from the coins struck by Qadir Shah in his own 
name, and in the name of Mahmud Shah III; They are 
directly immitated from the .Gujarat coins of -Mahmud 
Shah MI. H. Nelson Wright has remarked that the square 
coins were the rule, and not the exception in Malwa, so .much 
$0, that even Bahadur Shah of Gujarat and Ibrahim Lodi of 
Delhi were not above following the local tradition. Hence 


PL, wiv” Numismatic Chronicle. Fifth Series Cea „pages 48-44 


2. N. S.: No. XLVI ; Article349 —— — 
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when the Malwa coins of Bahadur Shah and Qadir Stat in 
the name of Mahmid III and in his own name are in i an 
style, it is exceedingly unlikely that Qadir Shah, disregarding 
the local traditions would have issued some coins in 
Gujarat style. hell 

For the reasons mentioned above I submit that it is not 
possible to assign the coins under discussion to Qadir Shah 
of Malwa. Éy 

It has been suggested that what looks like y within =»! on 
the obverse of my coin is the last numeral 7, of the year 9474 
I am unable to accept this suggestion. On the coin published 
by Mr. Singhal there is a dot in place of y. There is neither 
any dot nor any mark on the silver coins of Mahmad III of 
this type, namely, Nos. 607 to 612, in the VOL The 
copper coin No. 711a on pl. VIII of P.W.M.C. shows a dot which 
is rather too big. On one silver coin of this type in my cabi- 
net, Pl IV, 4 there is a similar mark v. There are also 
two copper coins of this type in my cabinet, one of which has 
a small cross and the other a mark like crescent, as shown on 
Pl. IV, 56. As a matter of fact on this type of coins 
of Mahmud III, the date appears at the lower end and 
not in the centre, as will be seen from coins Nos. 607, 711a, 
and 713 of PJW.M.C. and my coin PI 1V, 5. The illegible 
portion at the bottom of the coin published by Mr. Singhal is 
really the date, as there is no room for legend there. It, there- 
fore, follows that what looks like v is not a unit of a date, 
since it cannot be read on either of the coins. 


It will not be out of place to refer at this stage to four 
copper coins in the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, which 
were at first doubtfully assigned by Mr. Singhal to Mahmad II 
of Gujarat,’ then to Nasir Shah of Kalpi? and lastly to 
Nasir Shah Farüqi of Khandesh.? The reasons given by 
Mr. Singhal for abandoning his previous views and finally as- 
signing those coins to Nasir Shah Farüqi are that relations 
between the Farügi rulers and the Sultans of Gujarat were 
very intimate; that the former were always under the obli- 
gations of the latter for their good will and support, which they 
were getting from time to time ; that the legend on the obverse 
of those coins very closely resembles that on the coins of 
Ahmad Shah I of Gujarat, and was probably copied from 
those coins and that the weight, fabric and calligraphy are quite 
identical with the copper issues of Ahmad Shah. I submit that 
these very arguments apply to the coins under discussion with 
greater force, and support the view I am advancing. Hence, as 

1. N.S., Vol. XLII, article 244, 


2. J.N.S.I., Vol. II, page 132, 
8. J.N.G.I., Vol. VI. page 46, 
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observed by Mr. Singhal with regard to those copper coins of 
Nasir Shah, I think that we must turn to the Farugi dynasty 
of Khandesh, in order to study this problem, : 

There have been three rulers in the Farfiqi dynasty, bearing 
the name ‘Adil Khan. The first of them, Miran ‘Adil Khan, 
ruled from A. H. 841 to 844 (A.D. 1437-1441), and was a 
contemporary of Ahmad Shah I of Gujarat. His son Miran 
Mubarak I, had an uneventful reign of 17 years from A. H. 
844 to 861 (A. D. 1441-1457). He was thus the contemporary 
of Muhammad Shah II and Ahmad Shah II of Gujarat. The 
present coins, therefore, cannot be assigned to Mubarak Shah I. 
He was succeeded by ‘Adil Khan 1I (A. H. 861-909=A. D. 
1457-1503), who was a powerful king and was the contemporary 
of the great Mahmüd Begda of Gujarat. He left no male 
child to inherit him and was succeeded by his younger 
brother Daud. 

The third Sultan named ‘Adil Khan (A. H. 916-926=A. 

D. 1510-1520) was married to the grand-daughter of Mahmud 
Bégda and was able to secure the throne through his influence’. 
He was also a contemporary of his father-in-law Muzaffar Shah 
Il of Gujarat and fought with distinction in the campaigns 
undertaken by him. It may be mentioned that it was during 
his reign that Muzaffar Shah II struck coins from Burahanpur, 
the capital of Khandesh?. 
This ‘Adil Khan III had two sons, Muhammad Khan and 
Mubarak Khan. Muhammad Khan, entitled Miran Muhammad 
Shah wha succeeded ‘Adil Khan, was the nephew of Bahadur 
Shah of Gujarat and “had been the constant companion 
and loyal associate of Bahadur during the whole of his 
reign and had for the past ten years participated in all 
great military expeditions conducted by the Sultan.” 
Bahadur Shah had honoured him with the title of Shah* and 
had nominated him his heir and successor. The author 
‘of Mirati-Sikandari says: “They seid that the late Sultan 
(Bahadur Shah) had during his life appointed him his heir 
apparent, having one day seated him on the throne and ordered 
the nobles and ministers of the state to do him honour, 
and that they had all obeyed. The Sultan had taken the 
course to publish the wish and desire that after him the 
tule and the kingdom may descend to him".5 After, the 


1. Firishta. Briggs Tr. Nol. LY. pages 803-804., Mirat-i-Sikandart Tr. 
Faziullah, Page 76 onwards. 3 
d 2. Coins Nos. 440 to 443 to 490a, P. W. M. C. 

g . 9. History ef Gujarat, by Khan Bahadur, M. §, Commissariat, page 388, 
E 4. Mirat-i-Sikandazi, Tr. Fazlullah, page 169, S 

5. Ibid, page 202. 


6 
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death of Bahadur Shah, the nobles of Gujarat invited Muham- 
mad Shah to the throne of Gujarat, but he died within a 
few weeks. 


No coins of Muhammad Shah have upto now been found. 
The learned editor of the Cotalogue of the Coins of the Sultans of 
Gujarat in the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay, is of opinion 
that Firishta’s reference to coins issued in the name of 
Muhammad Shah, is not so reliable, on the ground that both 
Mirat-i-Sikandar? and Afimadi say with one voice that, as soon 
as Muhammad Shah heard the sad news of his uncle Bahadur’s 
death, he was so much grieved that he stopped talking to any- 
‘body and resigned his life a few days after the death of Sultan 
Bahadur. ! According to him, therefore, no coins were struck 
by Muhammad Shah because he died before he ascended the 
throne of Gujarat. What Firishta says is: “The Guzerat 
officers, however, convening a meeting, resolved on inviting 
Meeran Mohomed Khan of Kandeish, nephew of Bahadur 
Shah, who was then in Malwa, to ascend the throne, and 
without further hesitation. coins were struck and public prayers 
read in his mame?." The author of Tabaqat-i-Akbarz also 
says: "The amirs of Gujarat became perturbed on beholding 
this new disturbance, and took counsel with one another, 
about the choice of a $adshah. As Sultan Bahadur had 
repeatedly expresssed his intention of making Miran 
Muammad Shah, who was his nephew (sister’s son), his heir, 
every one agreed to select him as the Sultan, and had the 
khutba read and the sikka struck in his absence. 
swift messengers to bring him.. 
Shah, whom Sultan Bahadur 


They sent 
padosondagas Miran Muhammad 
had sent as far as Malwa in 
gh y, died of natural causes, a month 
a had been read in his name?." 
hat coins were struck, not by Muhammad 


1 his absence by t i : 
on their selecting hi y the nobles, immediately 


Zaman Mirza, who had returned 
the death of Bahadur Shah, 
throne of Gujarat, He also had the 


his own name at Div, In order fo meet with this new 


menace, the nobles of Gujarat 
- effective measure of teadin Se aes screed the 


& = E khutba and Striking coins in the 
"m 2 iia S T8. "e 
Ilalios are mine, Pe STEED 
> Ttolios aro min. rh Tr Brajendranath Do, yo, TIT, pages 382-888, 


4, Tarikh-i-Gujarat, Pages 36-39. 
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name of Muhammad Shah, who y 
of Bahadur Shah, but whom they ha 
throne. The fact that Muhammad 


vas not only the nominee 
d decided to place on the 
Shah died a few weeks 


of his uncle does not in an 
way affect the truth of this statement. On the other gl 


looking to the political situation of the time, this statement must 
be accepted as correct. 


Muhammad Shah was succeeded by his brother Mubarak: 
Firishta merely states that none of the children of Muhammad 
Shàh were of an age to take the reign of government, and 
his brother Mubarak, hearing of his decease at Burhanpar, 
immediately assumed the title of Shah! Mirat-i-Sikandari 
gives more details. The nobles of Khandesh who had placed 
the infant son of Muhammad Shah on the throne, had handed 


over Mubarak .to a nobleman, Ibrat Khan. for safe custody 


for the night, but Mubarak won him over, and with his help 
took the palace. He then, "taking his nephew (Muhammad 
Shah’s son) in his lap ascended the throne, and sent a ‘message 
to the nobles that the regency of the kingdom during his 
nephew's minority pertained to him.......... All of them 
submitted. That day passed thus. At night he slew his 
nephew and in the morning, issuing forth, he sat on. the throne 
by himself. The nobles came and did him homage, and with 


‘folded arms stood each in his proper place. They struck coins 


in the name of Mubarik Shah and his title of Khan became 
changed into that of Shah’’.? 


After the death of Muhammad Shah the nobles of 
Gujarat decided to place on the throne of Gujarat Mahmud 
Shah, the grandson of Muzaffar Shah, who was kept in the 
fort of Biawal (Yaval, in Dist. East Khandesh). He was, 
therefore, summoned to Gujarat. Firishta says: “Meeran 
Moobarik who himself aspired to the throne of Guzerat, and to 
which his brother had been so lately elevated, threw obstacles 
in the way of the enlargement of the Prince Mahmood ; but 
the Guzerat officers resented his detention so warmly, that 
Meeran Mcobarik Khan was compelled from motives of policy 
to permit Yektiar Khan to take charge of him, and he was 
accordingly crowned at Ahmadabad in the year 943”°. 

In about A. H. 944, Darya Khan who had taken Sultan 
Mahmud Shah with him led an army against Imad-ul-Mulk, 
another powerful nobleman of Gujarat, and defeated him. 
Imad-ul-Mulk sought shelter with Mubarak Shah. The latter 
tefused to give up Imad-ul-Mulk to Darya Khan and gave 


J. Jrishta, Briggs Tr. Vol. VI, page 313. 
2. Mirat-i-Sikandari, Tr. Fazlullah, page 207. EDU eeu 
9. Hirishia, Briggs’ Fr. Vol. IV page 313. — Italiosare mine. 
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i ich he was defeated. “Then the Sultan (Mahmud 
Sa cae Burhanpur and Imad-ul-Mulk fled and sought 
shelter with Kadir Shah at Mandu, the ruler of Malwa. The 
Sultan remained for some time at Burhanpur and eventually 
made peace, stipulating that the publie sermon should be read 
and the coins struck in his name.” 1 


It will, therefore, be seen that coins were struck by Mubarak 
Shah. This fact is also borne out by the condition imposed 
upon him by Mahmud Shah after the former's defeat, to 
strike coins in the name of the Sultan of Gujarat. The 
fact also gets corroboration from the claim of Mubarak to 
the throne of Gujarat and his efforts to that end. 


It can, therefore, be concluded that coins were struck 
in the name of Muhammad Shah by the nobles of 
Gujarat. Muhammad Shah, however, died shortly afterwards 
and Mahmud Shah III ascended the throne of. Gujarat. 
In Khandesh, Muhammad Shah was succeeded by Mubarak 
Shah who also struck coins in hisown name. The present 
coins can, therefore, be assigned to Muhammad Shah and in 
that case the coins of Mahmud Shah of this type must have 
been copied from these coins. They can also be assigned to 
Mubarak Shah of Khandesh. 


As stated above, the name of the ruler on the coins is 
incomplete and is to be reconstructed, more or less by 
inference. The name may be Qadir Shah, but as shown by 
me above the attribution of coins to Qadir Shah of Malwa 
cannot be justified. It is possible to read the name as 
Muhammad Shah or Mubarak Shah, and I have shown that 
these coins can be assigned to either of them. But, as stated 
above the second name deserves preference and hence I submit 


that the coins should, for the present, be assigned to Mubarak 
Shah II of Khandesh, gned to Mubara 


1. Mirat-i-Sikandari, Tr. Fazlullah, page 910, Italics are miae. 1 
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DATE OF THE RESTORATION OF THE HOUSE | 
; OF ILYAS SHAH 


By N. B. SANYAL, M. A., B. L. 
Curator, Varendra Research Museum, Rajshahi. 


The Riyazii-s-Salatin presents the following account of 
the fall of the dynasty of Raja Kans and the restoration of the 
house of Ilyas Shah to the sovereignty of Bengal : 


REIGN OF AHMAD SHAH, SON OF JALALU-D-DIN. 


“When Sultan Jalalu-d-din was laid in the grave, his 
son Ahmad Shah, with the consent of the nobles and the 
generals of the army, ascended the throne, in succession to his 
father. As he was very peevish, oppressive and blood-thirsty, 
he shed blood for nothing, and used to cut open the bodies 
of pregnant women. When his oppressions reached the utmost 
limits, and the low and the high were exasperated to despera- 
tion by his tyranny, Shadi Khan and Nasir Khan who were 
his two slaves and held the rank of nobles intrigued, and 
killed Ahmad Shah ; and this event occurred in 830 A. H. 
His reign lasted sixteen years, and according to another 
account, eighteen years. 


REIGN OF NASIR KHAN, 1HE SLAVE. 

When the throne became vacant by the murder of 
Ahmad Shah, Shadi Khan desired to put Nasir Khan out of 
the way and to become himself the Administrator-General of 
the kingdom. Nasir Khan, guessing his design, forestalled 
him, and slew Shadi Khan and boldly placing himself on the 
throne, commenced to enforce orders The nobles and the 
Mulak of Ahmad Shah not submitting to him, slew him. His 
reign lasted seven days, and according to another account, 
half a day. 


REIGN OF NASIR SHAH. 


When Nasir Khan the slave in retribution for his misdeeds 
was killed, the nobles and the generals leaguing together, raised 
to the throne one of the grand-sons of Sultan Shamsu-d-din 
Bhangra who had capacity for this onerous charge, styling 
him Nasir Shah.”? 

The fall of Ahmad Shah marked the extinction of the 
dynasty of Raja Kans. After the usurpation and the usurper's 
overthrow which followed, the Ilyas Shahi dynasty was 


1, Riyázü-s-Salatin, trans., Maulvi Abdus Saiam (Bib, Ind.) pp. 118-120, 
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restored under the rule of Nasiruddin Mahmüd Shah I. In 
the account quoted above, the date of the assassination of 
Ahmad Shah is gven as 830 A H. The T'abagat-i- Albirz 
gives also the same date for the event. 


As the coinage of Ahmad Shah's father, Sultan Jalalu-d- 
din Muhammad Shah, continued till at least 835 A. H.,? the 
date of the death of Ahmad Shah as given above cannot be 
.held as correct. 


According to the Tabagat-i-Akbari, Ahmad ruled for 
16 years.” According to the Riyaz, as quoted above, ‘his 
reign lasted sixteen years, and according to another account, 
eighteen years’. So, if he followed his father to the throne in 
the year 835 A. H.*, his reign according to this reckoning 
should be extended to either 851 or 853 A. H. On the 
contrary, it was found that the coinage of his successor 
Nasiru d-din Mahmud Shah went back at least to the year 
846 A. H.5 A doubt was thus raised if for the greater part 
of his reign Ahmad was not vigorously and successfully opposed 
by Nasiru-d-din Mahmud Shah*. This, however, the Muham- 
madan histories do not say. In the account of the Riyāz 
quoted above, the successive course of events which led to the 
fall of Ahmad Shāh and the rise of Mahmūd Shāh I to power, 
namely, (1) the assassination of Ahmad Shah, (2) the usurpa- 
tion of Nasir Shah, the slave, (3) the usurper’s overthrow, and 
(4) the installation of Nasiru-d-din Mahmud Shah to the 
kingship of Bengal by the courtiers and the generals, is too 
"distinctly and definitely narrated to be ignored. No suggestion 
is thrown in any of the Muhammadan histories about Mahmud's 
Stepping to the throne through an opposition r ; 
noteworthy in this connection that at least a 
year 846 A. H. Mahmad is seen to be cl 
over territories that lay almost at the sales of the city of 
:Gaur.? To reconcile therefore the apparer 
noted above, recent historians have 
a rule of 11 years, extending from 835 to 8 


A. DJ), and to his: successor Mahmud Shah Tpi 
nd. i ; 17 years, 
Commencing in the year 846 A. H. and terminating in 864 AH 


` 


ule. Itis also 
s early as in the 


ílo Pabagat-i-kbari transl., B. De (Bib, I ; LI 
j iy BY Ind), Vol. III, pt, l, p, 434 
2.3 T. - C., Vol. II, pt, 2, pp. 161-101, Coins No. 108 E 110 are of 
834. Bhattasali : Coins and Ch, i i e: 


8. Labaga t-iAkbari, 


pp, 266 and d °°? VO IL pt. 2, pp 161-164, J. 4 S 


d. ò. B., Vol. XLII. pt. 1,1873 
b. Blockmann J, A. S. B., Vo XLII, p 1878. p. 269 
6. Idem, P. 268-2 69, R. D, B : ji A ais ; I 


: anerji, Banglar [uz 
D Bear G D. Ji AN YA eam Vol. TL, p, jaa 
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(1442-59 A. D.)?. These authorities have thus fixed the date 
of the transition in the year 846 A. H. 


Very recently, however, the cabinet of the Varendra 
Research Museum at Rajshahi has received a new coin of 
Nasiru-din Mahmad Shah I, which bearsa date in 841 A. H. 


This is as follows: Metal, Silver. Size, 1-125. Weight, 161:56. 
grains. A. H. 841. y 


Obverse—In double circle, with arabesques between, 
wl, Waij yo 
Jot 
llas] slào, ua 
No margin legible, except AFP! 
Reverse—In a circle 
2254] 
orayla 
8J] šada 
olal y kaa 
Margin cut and illegible. : 
PI. IV, 7 ` 

This fresh discovery has thus upset the arrangement which 
had tentatively been adopted in fixing the chronology of the 
two reigns. It puts back the commencement of Mahmad's 
reign by 5 years and necessarily implies a further reduction of 
the length of Ahmad's rule by the same period. The question 
of the actual date of the transition is thus presented anew. 
A re-examination of this problem necessitates a reconsideration 
of the chronology of the two reigns, for the settlement of 
which the main complication lies in the apparent conflict 
between the traditional aud the numismatic evidence. 

The existing Muhmmadan histories refer to no date in 
connection with the reign of Nasiru-d-din Mahmūd Shah I. 
Regarding the duration of his reign, however, they record 
as follows :, = 
T'abagat-i- Akbarz : 

“The period of his reign was two years.” 
JRiiyaaa-s-Salatzn : 

“Reigning thirty-two years over Bengal, he passed away 
like others before him from the world, and according 


to another account, his reign did not exceed twenty 
seven years.’’§ 3 


1. Haig, Cambridge History of India, Vol. III, pp. 267-68. 696 ; 
Stapleton. H. E., Memoirs of Gaur and Pandua, pp. 189-90. 

2. Loc. cit., p. 484. 

3. Loe, cit., p. 120. 
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A date which can be fixed with any fair degree of 
accuracy in connection with Mahmid’s reign is the date of his 
death. The latest inscription of his reign is dated the 28th Zil 
Hijjah, 863 A. H. or the 20th October, 1459 A.D.’ The 
eatliest date ascertained for his successor Ruknu-d-din Barbak 
Shah is 864 A. H.3 It can therefore be accepted as almost 
certain that Mahmad Shah died in the beginning of the year 
864 A. H. 


This date can thus be assumed as a well attested starting 
point to obtain a date for his accession to the throne which 
can be considered as satisfactory on the whole. The Tabagat 
assigns only 2 years to his reign. This is manifestly incorreet 
in view of the dates which have already been ascertained of 
his reign from his inscriptions and coins.? If we then allow 
on the testimony of the first-statement of the Riya@s, 32 years 
to his reign, we are brought to the year 831 A. H. for the 
commencement of his reign. This, however, cannot be 
accepted, becau:e, as referred to above, the coinage of Sultan 
Jalalu-d-din Muhammad Shah extends to the year 835 A. H. 
These statements being therefore rejected as untenable, there 
remains only the second statement of the Riyaz, according to 
which ‘his reign did not exceed 27 years.’ This testimony of 
the Riyaz takes us to the year 836 A. H. as the first year of 
Mahmüd's reign, and this is also the same year in which the 
only dated coin of Ahmad Shah yet known was struck.* 
This reckoning thus yields a date for the beginning of 
Mahmüd's reign which does not conflict at least with the 


numismatic and the epigraphic data which we at present 
possess. 


If, therefore, this testimony of the Riyaz be correct, it 
follows then that the rule of the house of Raja Kans terminated 
in the year 836 A. H. The grounds in favour of the rejection 
of the traditional account of the duration of Ahmad's reign as 
recorded in the Tabagat and in the Riyaz have already been 
cited above, the very short duration of his  tyran- 
nical rule is indicated also by the extrem 4 
coins, of which only a solitary 


up-to-date, and also by the absence of | i 
saae, tn sence of any epigraphic record 
of his reign. Could this be possible if his e: really 


racy of their sta da ae es? In fact, the inaccu- 


f : | ng more and more 
Eu pred ane light of fresh discoveries of the earlier 

g DPOmücS reign, necessitating further reduction 
i Bloohmann, J. A. S. B., Vol, XLI, Pt, 1, 1872 p. 108 
2. Wright, I. M. C., Vo], II. pt. 2, p. 167, N 185 
8. Barkar, G. D, J, P, 4 qid 


5 S. B., 
Memoirs of Gaur and Pandua, p. 116 ; T, a. à i na D SH Ep 
t= PS. 2, pp. -00, 
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of the duration of Ahmad’s reign to narrower limits. If, 
therefore, the testimony of the Riyaz which assigns 27 years 
to Mahmüd's rule be correct, the duration of Ahmad’s rule 
could not be more than 2 years, which time, as referred to 
above, the Tabagat erroneously attributes to the reign of his 
successor Mahmüd. 


Unluckily, we do not possess at present any more historical 
data which can throw auy decisive light on the chronology of 
Ahmad's reign. Till further evidence is therefore forthcoming, 
the date of the fall of the house of Raja Kans and the restora- 
tion of the dynasty of Ilyas 3hah to the sovereignty of Bengal 
may reasonably be fixed in the year 836 A.H., and, the 
chronology of the reigns in this connection may be settled as 
shown below. It remains also to be pointed out in this con- 
nection that the Cumbridge History of India makes Nasir the 
slave and Nasiru-d-din Mahmüd Shah, the first Sultan of the 
house of Ilyas (restored), one and the same person*. This is 
however contrary to all the authorities. 


SULTANS OF BENGAL 
Chronology 

A. H. A. D. 
835 Accession of Shamsu-d-diu Ahmad Shah. 1431 
836 Assassination of Shamsu-d-din Ahmad Shah. 1432 

Usurpation of Nasir Khan, the slave. Murder 

of Nasir Khan, the slave. 
836 Accession of Nasiru-d-din Mahmud Shah I. 1432 
864 Death of Nasiruddin Mahmüd Shah I. 1459 


1. British Museum Catalogue of Indian Coins, Muhammaden states: 
1886 : Lane-poole P. 86. 

2. The B. M. C. Oatalogues two coins of Ahmad Shah one dated 886 H. 
and the other undated. I understand, there are two undated coins of Ahmad 
Shah in the cabinet of the Dacca Museum. Vide D. M, Annual Report for 
1989-40. P. 11, A massive six-domed mosque at Muazzampur, near tho 
ruins of Bonargaon, Dt. Dacoa, was ereoted during the reign of Ahmad Shah. 
ya data of the insoription is gone. See Aulad Hasan’s Antiquities of Dacca. 

54. N K B. ? 


3. Sir W. Haig, Cambridge History of India, Vol. ILI, p. 267. 
4. "Vabagat-i-Akbari, transl., B. De. (Bib. Ind), p. 484, n. 5. 
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SOME DATA ON THE CURRENCY OF THE 
PESHWA TIMES.! 


By N. G. CHAPEKAR, B.A., LL.B., BADLAPUR 


It occurred to me that the account books still available 
in Maharashtra would prove a fruitful source of the , authentic 
history relating to the Peshwa times. With thisin mind I 
began collecting and examining the books, which came in large 
numbers. There are scions of ancient families in Maharashtra, 
who have still carefully preserved their valuable account books, 
I am particularly grateful to the Khasgiwale family of Poona, 
the Subhedar family of Kalyan, Dixit-Patwardhan family of 
Nasik, Chiplunkar family of Poona and Vaidya family of Wai. 
Chiplunkars’ account books had been procured by the Bharat 
Itihas Samshodhak Mandal of Poona. Much material is 
obtainable in these books respecting matters, religious, social, 
economic, political and genealogical. Here, however, we are 
concerned only with the media of exchange then prevalent. 
It may be observed that these account books furnish valu- 
able data for the student of currency, as we have hardly 
any official data to throw light on the subject. In the absence 
of a numismatic history of the Peshwa times, the account 


books furnish good reliable material for a study of the cur- 
tency of that period. 


At the oustet it must be stated that in the times of the 
Peshwas, coinage was not & monopoly, either private or 
governmental. Not a few people were apparently licensed to 
mint coins, which naturaly varied in their weight, purity 
and types from place to place. No wonder then that there 
wasa plethora of coins of various sorts. Even ina single 
town various kinds of coins were in circulation. Obviously 
these were exchanged at a rate which varied according to the 
metal used in the coins, Generally, silver rupees were in 
circulation, though gold coins like Mohars and Putalzs were 
not unknown, Batta was the Marathi equivalent of the rate 
of exchange. Those who dealt in exchange business were 


designated as Naiks, rovided the 
vo era p y were Brahmans. Others 


The following are the names of R 
in the account books I In PEE upees that I came across 


1. Alamgiri (maafa ), (2) Ankusi ( sisa ), (3) Arkat 
1, The artiole is trang]; igi 0 
by Mr. Ohapekar for this Joumal ^ o^ original artiola in Marathi eltio 
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(male ), (4) Arkat-ganjikot ( maafali ), (5) Arkat-phal- 
chadi ( encerzgewsl ), (6) Atiche ( aa}¥ ), (7) Badodi (asia), 
(8) Bagalkoti (masizi), (9) Bahuti ( ashki), (10) Bajar- 
chalani (armit 487), (11) Bavadi (ami), (12) Bhadochi 
(asia ), (13) Bhatvadi (zazi ), (14) Bhunde (3), (15) 
Belapuri ( 3&rgR ), (16) Chandvad (wage ), (17) Chatarsingi 
(wefimil), (18) Chinchvad (frsag), (19) Dane-chalani 
(adaa ), (20) Daulatabadi ( gl]earaml ), (21) Delhi-sikka 
( uana ), (22) Ekbanduki ( vsaczfa ), (23) Gajapuri 
(age), (24) Hali-sikka (afs ), (25) Hapis-chalant 
(aaas ), (26) Hukeri (gXp), (27) Itav ( gata), (28) 
Kalyanchal mithe, (sama fas ), (29) Ka$i-sikka 
(ana ) (30) Konkan-chalani chinchvad, (Haaa 
Raag ), (31) Mahamadshahi ( agaga ), (32) Malharshahi 
(Hazara ), (33) Malkapuri (azagů ), (34) Mirji ( A), 
(35) Mite ( faz ), (36) Nagache ( amà ), (37) Nilkanthi 
( Hava), (38) Panali ( Ta ), (39) Paüchmel ( añs Ja 
(40) Panhali ( agia ), (41) Pethchalani ( daa ), (42) 
Pharasi ( ma ), (43) Potechal ( Ngara ), (44) Pune-chalani 
( gaad ^, (45) Rahimatpuri (xf&wagd ), (46) Saha-sikka 
( erg fee J (47) Sarkar-chalani ( wm aaa) ) 148) Saroli 
( eue ), (49) Sipri-sikka, ( faf fest ), ($2) Sarati ( edt » 
(31) Talegavi ( adua ^, (52) Tris'ulr ( Suzi ), (53) Turyache 
( gai ) (54) Wai-sikka ( RREI ), (55) Wasaichal chandvad 
(aasas eae ). 


I must not omit to state that most of the account books 
I consulted belonged to the latter part of Peshwai. 


“Ss Oaoa< 0 


© 


Unfortunately traditional information about many of the 
aforesaid coins is nil and no documents are available, which 
would throw any light on them. We are mostly left to guess 
for ourselves. For instance, Gadicha Rupaya, Timbāche 
Potechal, Peticha Rupaya, are terms absolutely unintelligible 
to the present generation. All these coins began to be melted 
Since the time they ceased to be legal tender; hence correct 


Bioumation about them began to become scarce in the course 
time, 


mm‘? ep Oo 3 


It will be seen that many coins have received their names 
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from the place of their mint ; some are IONA o) the 
figure inscribed on them ; a few are known from the nee 
the rulers who coined them first ; some names are signilic 3 
e.g. ‘Mithe’ means nice, good. Bazar-chalani means hs 
the bazar ; similarly 'sanctioned by the Government eid the 
the meaning of Sarkar chalanz. Dane-chalani probably signi- 
fied ‘current in Dana-bazar or grain market. 


The expression Wasaichal rupee was very likely restricted 
the rupees current in the town of Bassein in the Thana District 
and possibly to the neighbouring region. 


Baaar-chalanz and Peth-chalan? may have :been synonyms ; 
butit will be unwarrantable to identify Poone-Chalani with 
Pune Sikka. I found Pune Sikka coin mentioned in the 
account book of Mr. Jog of Bhiwandi in the Thana district. 


What is Potechal ? It most probably means ‘acceptable to 
the Treasury’. From the examination of the various entries in 
the account books I am led to believe that Potechal did not 
denote any specified coin. The term was used with reference 
to all sorts of coins, which were of undiminished weight and 
did not suffer from over-circulation. At times the word Sarkari 
(Govermental) was used as a prefix to Poteehal or Potechalant. 
There is not enough material to make the definite statement 
that the expressions Sarkari, Potechalanz and Potechal were 
indentical ; for it seems from the Peshwa diary that the Peshwa 
Government at one time disallowed private minting and establi- 
shed their own mints—one at Dharwar and another at Nasik. 
Sarkari Potechal may, therefore, mean coins issued from Govern- 
ment mints to the exclusion of those minted otherwise, though 
tenderable in Government treasuries. This inference will be 
correct, if we know positively that the adjective Sarkarz was 
never applied to the word Potechal before the starting of the 
Government mints at Nasik and Dharwar. Kore Pharast and 
Hali Sikka have been described as Potechal. This corroborates 
the statement that no single type of coinage bore the name of 
Potechal. It seems that the Peshwa Government had fixed 


the proportion of fine metal in the coin and the coin agreeing 
with it was Potechal. 


A Chhapi rupaya is another insoluble riddle, Literally 
chhap? means stamped or impressed. But all the coins bore 
an impression. So the bare use of the word chhapi would be 
meaningless. It is just possible that the 
would make the impressions faint. 
must have been renewin 
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(2) 4 anna as expenses of making chhapi into kore (new). 
(3) One anna as Bata for making one Wai Sikka rupee 
into a Chhapz (rupee). 


The first of the above expressions offers no difficulty. It 
means Rs. 75 of Chinchwad mint-impression. 


The second statement presents some difficulty. Does it 
mean that the original impression, which had been effaced or 
become blurred, was, therefore, renovated ? 


The third statement baffles solution. The word Sikka 
itself means impression. At present there is no material to 
justify a distinction between Sikkaand Chhap. We have further no 
evidence to say that the word Chha@pz denoted any particular 
type of coinage. It is possible to argue that the third 
statment is nothing more than a mere paraphrase of the second. 


Chinchwad rupees have been variously described ; i. e. 

Rs. 400  Chinchwad- Konkag-Chalanz. 

Rs. 50  Chinchwad-Bazar-Chalanz. 

Rs. 100 Chinchwad Peth Chalani. 

Rs. 40 Chinchwad Punyache (of Poona). 

Rs. 40 Chinchwad Chhapi Sulakhi (with a hole bored in 
the coin). 


It seems that the same mint issued so many varieties of 
one coin, but what were their distinguishing mark we do not 
know. Possibly a distinction was made between azar and 
Peth. Certainly the two words are not synonyms. Therefore, 
the Bazar-chalanz-rupaya must be different from Peth-chalani. 


Owing to the multiplicity of rupees, exchange transactions 
were frequent. It never occurred to the then Government 
that a single type of currency throughout the territories they 
governed would facilitate trade. There was no standard 
weight. Exchange simply meant bringing all sorts of coins 
to a common measure. 


The following are the rates of exchange for different coins: 


Name Rate of exchange 
Malkapuri-Chinchwad. 253 R.C. 
Miraji-Rahīmaturz 25997 
Pharshi- Malkapurs 1251-9 
Arkat-Surat? 33 » 
Sikka-Potechal > S cg 
Trishulz- Nagüche 12$ n 
Sikka-Chandwad. 5 » 
Bhatodi-Chinchwad 1 a 
Belapuri-Chandwad TTIR 
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Chandwad-Sahusikka A T 
Hali Sikka-Chandwad A 4 
Kore Phara$z-Ohdnwad en 


There seems to be ambiguity with respect to almost every 
species of coinage. For instance, the word Sikka is used quite 
vaguely enough. It means impression; but when used singly 
itoften denotes coinage of the Nizam Government. which is 
popularly known as Hali Sika. In the papers of Chiplünkars 
there is an entry entitled $ikka coins comprising rupees of 
different denominations such as Hali, Chandwad, Paachmel, 
Alamgirz, Malkápuri, and Malharshahz. This means that the 
word Sikkâ was applied to every impressed coin. 


We do not know what was exactly understood by ’Afiche 
rupaye— 8n expression that confronts us while examining old 
account books. At one place Rs. 25000 have been described 
as Ariche-Mahamadshaht; another entry of Rs. 38,500 is 
particularised as Afiche-June (old). 


There is an entry of three annas representing expenses of 
making one Bombay rupee andthree Bhatwadi rupees into 
Chalanz (current). The entry is of the year 1788 A. D. Does 


this mean that the coins were repolished or restandardised after 
examination at the mint ? 


One passage in the account book refers to the procuring 
of Arkat rupees for distribution at Pandharpur; this shows that 


the rupees of the Arkat mint enjoyed high reputation even in 
Maharashtra. í 


Gawaliyar, Ganjikot, Arakat, Malkapurz, Hukeri, Miraji 
are the names of some of the tupees which were current in 
Peshwa times. Evidently these names were derived from the 
places where the coins were minted. But there are expresions 
such as Miraji,- Hukeri,-Gawaliyar, Ganjikot, Arkat-Ganjikot etc. 
What do these signify? We have to remain content with 
mere surmises for the present ; and | think Miraji-Hukeri 
means a Hukeri coin minted at Miraj ; likewise with 4rkat- 
Ganjikot, and soon. This conjecture is partially borne out b 
an entry in the account papers of Chiplunkars. The entry is E 
30 Belapurz rupees of the Malhéri-Sikka, The latter ac a 


rupee coined by one Malhar Rao R st i 
brand were minted at Belapur. MOM Tees OF ns 


` Three more entri : 
Vaidyas' papers e pi serve Scrutiny. They are all from 


(1) 12-8-0 Rahimatpuri ru i 
Pees were converted int and- 
wag rupees, through a shroff, who rece ne a 
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by way of bata; the rate being 4 annas per rupee. 
So, it came to Rs. 9-6-0. These had to be paid into 
Government Treasury. But Government again 
charged bata at the rate of 5 P. C. So the sum that 
was eventually credited to the payer was Rs. 8-14-6 
only. ; 


(2) The second entry is to the same effect though of a 
different month. 


(3) The third entry relates to Szhu Sikka rupees (3-6-0), 
being converted to Chandwad at the specified rate 
of bafta ; Government also charged on their own account 
one anna and six pies, which is also called bazza. 


Here we are not quite sure as to the necessity of bafta 
being charged by Government. Moreover, in all the three 
instances the Chandwad coin seems to be the medium. What 
purpose the Chandwad currency served is more than what we 
can surmise. 


More precise and substantial numismatic data are expected 
from an extensive and deeper study of different account books, 
and I earnestly invite the attention of those who are interested 
in the subject to this neglected source of history. 
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A NEW VARIETY OF PUNCH-MARKED COINS 


SOME New HERMaIOS KADPHISES COINS 
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J.N. S.L, 1947. 


SOME INTERESTING INDO-BACTRIAN. COINS 
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MISCELLANEOUS ANCIENT INDIAN COINS 
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JN S.L, 1947. Plate IV. 


COINS OF QADIR SHAH (? OF MALWA AND 
NasIRUDDIN MAHMUD SHAH OF BENGAL. 
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THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA. 


The aim of the Numismatic Society of India is to encourage 
the study and research in the field of Indian Numismatics. As 
stated in its rules, the Society is intended to be a co-ordinating 
body, which will promote the knowledge and facilitate the study 
of Indian Numismatics. 


The Society publishes its Journal in two parts, the first pact 
the June number, at the end of Septembcr and the second part, 
the December number, at the end of the March following. 
Each issue contains on anaverage seventy pages and four plates. 
The Journal is distributed free to members. The Society also 
publishes otcasional monographs on special subjects. It holds 
meetings at which papers are read and discussed and coins are 
exhibited, and also offers gold and silver medals and prizes to 
encourage research. 


» The annual subscription, Rs. 6/-, becomes due on the 
. election of a member and thereafter is payable in advance on the 
1st January cf each year to the Treasurer of the Society, Prince 
of Wales Meseum, Bombay. Life members pay Rs. 100]- or 
more. 


_, All-papers for the Journal, together with the necessary 
photographs, drawings, etc., should be sent to Dr.-A.S. Altekar, 
Editor, P.O. Benares Hindu University. Papers received later 
than the end of May and November will not possibly be 
included» in the June and December numbers respectively. It 
is particularly requested that. ‘authors will kindly prepare and 
revise their typescript very carefully, so that correctionsin proofs 
may be reducgd toa minimum. If there are any diagrams, 

:symbols or drawings incorporated in the text of the article, 

` they should also be drawn on a separate piece of paper, so that 
it can be sent to the block-maker. Authors should take 
particular care to see that the numbers of the coins, as given in 
the plate, correspond to the numbers of ther coins as given in 
the body of the paper, 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS? 


By Cor. H. H. SRI BRIJENDRA SAWAI MAHARAJADHIRAJA 
SRI BRIJENDRA SINGHJt BAHADUR BAHADURJUNG OF 
BHARATPUR. 


Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


It gives me great pleasure to inaugurate this session of the 
All-India Numismatic Conference. The work which the Numis- 
matic Society of India has done in piecing together the scatter- 
ed threads of Indian history is well known. Indeed, but for 
the untiring efforts of this organisation,.several important facts 
of our history would never have been unearthed to this day. 
In the beginning, English scholars and administrators took the 
leading part in the work of the Society. But Indians soon 
came forward to take the main burden of the work and help: 
ed materially in furthering the cause of numismatic studies. 
Iam glad to see that we have at present a large number af 
numismatists in the country, of whose work India can well be 
proud. m 

The world of Numismatics to me is almost a fairy 

a small piece of copper can unlock some secret 
ledge and open a vast vista of new and important 
It is your privilege to revel in this magic 
ink deep of its high romance. But of 
course there is also the other side of the picture. To me, 
however, it actually came in the garb of a fairy episode. One 
morning I heard that a large copper pot of old gold coins had 
‘been unearthed near Nagla Chella in my State. This Nagla 
Chella is a small village, some seven miles south-east of 
Bayana, and is surrounded by hills. I had lately been there on 
small shooting expedition, and it certainly gave me the most 
pleasant surprise to hear that it was the shoot that had 
brought about the discovery of these coins. For, it was in 
their quest for empty cartridges that three children had 
suddenly lighted upon the edge of the pot, showing 
through the earth, Thus, on the 23rd February, 1946, by 
chance, the discovery of 1821 gold Gupta coins was made. 
I was delighted to learn that the hoard of the Gupta coins was 
not only the biggest, but was also unique from several points 
of view, It excited world wide interest and the authorities of 
the British Museum approached me with the request to permit 


g of the Numismatic Society of India 
1947. 


realm, where 
door of know 
information. 

world and to dr 


(1) Delivered a£ the Annual Meetin 
held in Bombay on the 26th of December, 
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them to prepare a catalogue of the hoard. I thought over the 

matter and decided to entrust the work to an Indian, and so 
chose for the work your President and the Editor of your Jour. 
nal, who is a recognized authority on the subject. It would 
perhaps interest you to know that all these coins have been 
classified, and I have now commissioned Dr.  Altekar with the 
task of preparing the catalogue. I hope to give you the print. 
ed volume of the catalogue before your next session. As I am 
fully conscious of the unique nature of this priceless hoard, I 
have decided that the volume should be published in a manner 
in consonance with its rarity. My Government has decided to 
sanction all the necessary funds for this purpose. I consider it 
my privilege to be able to place before the world of scholars a 
work on Gupta History and Numismatics, which, I hope, will 
long remain indispensable to the students of ancient India, an 
will reveal the glory and greatness of our motherland. 1 


' I do not propose to take more of your time. Before I 
close, however, | have a few suggestions to make. The work 
of this Society is indeed magnificent, and its record of research 
glorious. But a very great deal still remains to be done. India 1 
will soon have its own new currency. But we do not yet know - 
what will be the type of our new coins. Our present coins are 

‘extremely inartistic and prosaic, compared to our ancient coins, 
It is high time that the Government should pay serious atten- 
tion to the problem of coin types and appoint a committee of 

experts to look into the question to recommend suitable types 

of coin devices for the coinage of Free India. “It would be — 

desirable for this Conference if it chalks out an organized plan ^ 

of numismatic research on a large scale. Also, in my opinion, 

it is the duty of this Conference not only to organize research 

but also to disseminate information about it among the people. 
aber Todi Recs, Publonon of a journal in Hindi and 
ate carta es ^ very essential, This undertaking | 

Rd MA Dn e 1 e subject of numismatics popular. I 
BEREE TA D p solid and concrete work of this organiza- 
HONOR Se. d ine E the Altention of the Govern- 
I hope that the TN Ni cs E S got Es 
Gon RIIV pu 3 3 umismatics will receive wider atten: — 
and Archzological de aE tO eee the Bheratpur Hita | 
g partment to contribute Rs. 5,000/- in the E 


first instance and an a i to c 
e Society. Aniel donation of Rs. 1,000/- ‘to the 


your cause. hope that it will be of some help to 


It is with g nference 
ee with great pleasure that I declare this Conference 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS? 


By DR. A. S. ALTEKAR, M.A. LL.B, D.Litt. 
HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ANCIENT INDIAN HISTORY: 
AND CULTURE, BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY. 


Your Highness Shri Brajendra Sawai Brajendra Singhji 


Bahadur, Dr. M. M. Pandurangasharma Kane, Ladies and 
- Gentlemen, - m T 


Your continued kindness to and confidence in me has 
necessitated this year also a presidential. address from me on 
the occasion of the 37th Annual Meeting of the Numismatic 
Society of India. I shall be soon referring to the progress of 
the Society during the last year, but before I do so, I have to 
refer to the loss that the Society has suffered at the cruel hand 


of death, the leveller. 


SIR RICHARD BURN 


Sir Richard Burn was one of the few Civil Servants, who had 
devoted themselves heart and soul to the studies of numisma- 
tics. Numerous articles of his on different branches of numis- 


matics had begun to appear in the Numismatic Supplements of . 


the Asiatic Society of Bengal even before the inception of our 
Society. They embrace a very large sphere of Indian 
Numismatics, from the period. of the Guptasto that of the 
coins of the Modern Indian States. His paper on the Mughal 
Mint Towns paved the way for subsequent research in that 
difficult subject. His reviews of Numismatic researches in the 
issues of Annual Bibliography of Indian Archzeology were 
masterly and illuminating. His interest in Numismatics con- 
tinued down to his death; his paper on Coinage bearing the 
names of Indian Queens, which he had contributed to the Hodi- 


-wala Number of our Journal, was written when he was 75. He 
‘was a tower of strength to Society and was its President for the 


years 1916, 1917, and 1919. 
x DR. M. H. KRISHNA 


Dr. M. H. Krishna, the Director of Archeology of Mysore, 
passed away hardly a week ago. In him we have lost one 
of the ablest scholars of South Indian Numismatics. His 
contributions on this topic in the different volumes of the Mysore 
Archaeological Survey Reports will long remain indispensable 
to the learned world. 

1. Delivered at the annual meeting of the Numismatio Society of Indlà 
in Bombay on 97-12-1947. — mena 
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PUBLICATIONS A 

ring the year under review, two numbers of the 
Jea. Were woblishedi; Vol. VIII, parts I and II. We are 
still in arrears, but not more so than the Journals of most of 
the other Societies. Kings Yugamagha Bhimasena, Tijyavega, 
Prakasasiva Sebaka and Kausikiputra Satakarni were heralded 
for the first time in the historical world by our Journal during 
the last 12 months. Among other important discoveries of 
the period may be mentioned the Gadhia coins with Horseman 
reverse and the portrait coin of Khaliph Al Mugtadir of 
Baghdad. 


PUBLICATIONS UNDER ACTIVE PREPARATION. 


Let me now refer to our impending publications. There 
is a pressing need for a detailed and critical bibliography 
of. Indian Numismatics. Articles on this subject have appeared 
in different journals during the last 125 years and it becomes 
difficult for a student to get himself properly posted in the 
particular branch in which he wants to specialise. Our able 
and enthusiastic Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Singhal, has come 
forward to meet this long felt want and has already 
completed Part I of the Bibliography, dealing with the ancient 
Indian period. The Bibliography that he had published . - 
19 years ago has long become out of stock and out of date 
also. That bibliography however gave merely the names of 
the authors, the titles of their papers and the Journal numbers 
where they were published. The new bibliography that he 
hàs prepared not only gives this information, but also contains 
& brief, intelligent and critical summary of each paper. I had 
the pleasure to read the typescript of this work and have 
great pleasure to testify to the great skill and ability which 
Mr. Singhal has shown in doing this rather tedious but nonethe- 
less very useful and necessary work. The bibliography will be 
Soon sent to the press, and published as soon asthe great | 


Presiding deities over press and paper condescend to help us - 
in our cause. YA 


Ancther member of our society, Mr. P. L. Gupta has 
nearly completed his Corpus on Gupta coins. I had the | 


pleasure to read the Ms. of this work also and feel that its 
publication will meet a long felt want. z 


STANDARD WORK OF REFERENCE ON 
INDIAN NUMISMATICS 
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the necessity of referring to out-of-date catalogues and un- 
procurable journals, present & succinct consolidated account of 
the research work done and make its own contribution to it. 
Vol. I of this work was entrusted to me during my absence in 
the Annual Meeting held at Madras. For a time I was not 
inclined .to address myself to this work, but when I discovered 
myself to be in the Presidential gaddi of the Society, I felt that 
the scheme had to be actively prosecuted, if the numismatic 
studies in the country were not to come to a standstil on 
account of want of reference works. I am glad to report to 
you that out of the 25 chapters of the work, 14 were ready 
last June. The work would have neared its completion by 
this time, had not Col. His Highness Sri Brajendra Singhji 
of Bharatpur, whom we have the pleasure to have in our 
midst today, had interfered with its progress by requesting me 
to undertake the classification and cataloguing of the unique 
Bayana hoard of 1821 gold Gupta coins. The Catalogue of 
this hoard will go to the press next July, leaving me free to 
prosecute the work connected with the First Volume of the 
Standard Work of Reference. I have every hope that this 
work will be ready for the press by April 1949. ; 


"The work is expected to extend over 900 pages of royal 
size and we intend to illustrate it by 200 plates, giviug the 
important types and varieties of every king, guild and republic 
that flourished in India from prehistoric times to e. 1300 A. D. 
Its 200 plates will illustrate about 5,000 coins. i 


COST OF THE WORK 


The plates wili necessitate photographs of a number of 
coins, casts and photographs published in a number of books 
and journals. Photographing will have to be done separately 
in the case of a number of coins illustrated in rare journals 
and I am afraid that the bill for photographing alone will be 
not less than Rs. 6,000. This is of course a small amount, 
when we remember that 5,000 coins have to be included in the 
plates. The block making charges for two hundred plates of 
the Royal size will be about Rs. 10,000. Printing of 200 plates 
and 900 pages will cost not less than Rs. 10,000 and the 
honorarium to contributors will be about Rs. 9000. The whole 
scheme of the first volume will thus cost the Society about 
Rs. 35,000. This is but a small sum for a standard work of 
reference which would dispense with the necessity of referring 
to journals and catalogues. 


FINANCES OF THE SOCIETY 


This brings us to a consideration of the. financial position 
of the Society. When I assumed the Editorship eight years 
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ago, I discovered that the income of the Society was mot 
sufficient even to pay the printing charges of its Journal. We 
were gradually successful in inducing a number of Provincial 
governments and states to sanction to us small recurring annual 
grants. Bombay, the U. P. and the Punjab were first to come 
to our assistance and Hyderabad followed in their wake soon, 
During the last 12 months, I am glad to report to you that 
the governments of Bihar, Orissa, Baroda, Madras 
and Jaipur have responded to our call. Just now H. H. the 
Maharajasaheb of Bharatpur has announced his princely 
donations. I regret to state that we have not yet concluded 
our negotiations with the Government of India. Our Imperial 
or Union Government spends thousands of rupees every year 
for publishing inscriptions, but not a single pice for publishing 
coins. By editing the Journal, the Society is really doing the 
work of the Archzological department, which should have 
started a Numismatica Indica as a companion Journal for its 
Epigraphia Indica long long ago. Ours is the only Journal 
for Numismatics in the country, and I have every hope that 
the Government of India will recognise the force of our 
arguments and sanction to us a substantial recurring grant for 
the usual activities of the Society. 


FINANCING OF THE STANDARD WORK OF 
REFERENCE 


` We have been carefully husbanding our resources since 
we began to get some recurring grants with a view to promote 
new scheme of publications. We have now constituted 4 
Special Publications Fund consisting of our savings of Rs. 10,000, 
which will constitute the nucleus of the amount necessary for 
our First Volume, which will cost us not less than Rs, 35,000. 
I am Sure that the Union, Provincial and States Governments 
and public institutions and generous donors will vie with one 
another by giving us the needed funds, as our work 
approaches its completion by April 1949. 


announcement had becom 
was ready for the press, 
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THE DISCOVERIES OF THE YEAR: BAYANA HOARD 


Let me now refer to the important numismatic discoveries 
bf the last twelve months, The most important among them 
is that of the Bayana hoard of 1821 gold Gupta coins? in 
Bharatpur state, a brief account of which was given in the 
last presidential address. The hoard was however much more 
important and sensational than what I had thought it to be 
from the reports I had heard about it last December. The 
coins actually recovered from the hoard are 1821, a number 
probably greater than the number of all the Gupta coins 
existing in the different cabinets of the museums and private 
collectors in all the countries of the world put together. 
Wheü the Society drew the attention of the Maharajasaheb of 
Bharatpur to the unique nature of this discovery, he imme- 
diately decided to take all possible steps to get the hoard 
published in a manner that would redound to the credit and 
prestige of his government and bring glory to Indian scholarship. 
He was kind enough to invite me twice to his capital to classify 
the coins and to take notes about them for the preparation of 
their catalogue. A large number of assistants were placed at 
my disposal to cleanse, measure and weigh the coins, to make 
their moulds, to take their photographs, to draw their symbols 
and to record their legends. Prof. K. C. Sharma. the State 
Superintendent of Archaeology, was of immense help in organis- 
ing the entire work ; but for his assistance, the work could not 
have made the rapid progress made so far T have selected 
450 coins for illustration in the catalogue, a number twice larger 
than that of the gold coins illustrated in the British Museum 
Catalogue. The Director General of Archæology was good 
enough to place the services of his department at our disposal 
for photographing these coins. The catalogue is now nearly 
half complete and we hope to send it to the press before the 


end of July 1948. - 
WHEN WAS THE BAYANA HOARD BURIED? 


Kramaditya (Skandagupta) represented by a single coin, 
is the last Gupta ruler of the hoard and it is therefore clear 
that the hoard was buried in c. 455 A. D. when the Gupta 
empire was shaken to its foundation by the Hina mice This 
great catastrophe made life and property unsafe at pe 
and the unknown owner of this treasure, then worth a out 
Rs. twelve lakhs, buried it in a field and fled away as a refugee 
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moet ocn GP 


i i ibi d 12 in Mysore 

1, 12 of th ins were in the British Museum an 
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could not return to.Bayana, and his treasure lay hidden and 
undisturbed till the chance digging of village urchins led to its 
discovery on 23rd of February 1948. - 


ABSENCE OF PRE-GUPTA COINS 


The hoard consists of Gupta gold coins only. We have 
only nine coins of the first Gupta emperor Chandragupta I, and 
this is natural, for the hoard was buried about 125 years after 
his:death. It is noteworthy that the hoard does not contain q 
single gold. coin of the later Kushanas, which were current in 
the Bayana area before the advent of the Guptas. The gold 
coins of the later Kushànas are heavily adulterated, and it 
appears that people therefore did not prefer to keep them in 
their hoards. 


COINS OF CHANDRAGUPTA I, AND SAMUDRAGUPTA 


The number of the coins of Chandragupta, 9, is small only 
when compared to the coins of the other kings represented in 
this hoard. It may be however pointed out that the number 
of coins of this ruler in the British Museum is also only 9, 
that in the Indian Museum is only 6 and that in the Lucknow 
Museum is 4, The coins of this ruler in the present hoard 
present no striking peculiarities. ; 


‘The next ruler Samudragupta is represented by as many 
as 180 coins. There are 47 coins of this ruler in the British 
Museum, 29 in the Indian Museum and 38 in the Lucknow 
Museum. Our impression that the Standard type is the most 
popular type of this ruler is confirmed by this hoard, for out of 
his 180 coins, 143 are of the Standard type. The British 
Museum has 17, the Indian Museum 19 and the Lucknow 
Museum 26 coins of this type. Coins with Samudra under the 
arm 136, while those with Samudragupta are only 7. This 
would tend to show that the real personal name of the emperor 
was Samudra ; gupta was added as an appendix or surname. 


..., The Bayana hoard has led to the discovery of a new E 
variety of the Standard type quite dissimilar in fabric from AY 
those known so far, Coins of this fabric are small in size, | 


neat in execution and usually give most of the medial vowels . 
in the legend. A EU 


It may be added that on not a single coin of any type of f 
the coins of Samudragupta do we find in this hoard the legend | 
Vikrama. As may be known to some of you, a coin of Samus f 
dragupta of the Standard type with the biruda Vikrgma was ^ | 
"discovered in the Bamnala hoard recently, It. seems very — 
probable that ‘this is due to the mistake of the mint-master 
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using the obverse die of the preceding reign along with a 
reverse die of that of Chandragupta II, the new king. ib 


The Bayana Hoard contains only eight coins of the 
Battle-axe type of Samudragupta; there are 9 coins of this type 
in the British Museum, one in the Indian Museum and 3 in the 
Lucknow Museum. Most of these coins are worn out and they 
present no new varieties. 


Tiger-slayer type is the rarest one of Samudragupta; there are 
only two coins in the British and Lucknow Museums, and none 
in the Indian Museum. Our new hoard also contains only two 
coins, but they are much more beautiful and better preserved 
than those of the British or Lucknow Museum. The muscular 
body of the king, his determined attitude, and the ferocious 
appearance of the animal are all very successfully portrayed. 


There are three coins of the Archer type in the Bayana 
hoard; the Indian and the British Museum have four coins 
each of this type and the Lucknow Museum has only 1. The 
word Avanifo can now be clearly assumed to figure in one 
of the legends, because we can see its clear traces on one of 
'the coins of this hoard. 


The hoard contains two coins of the Lyrist type of the 
larger variety and four of the smaller variety. The British 
Museum and the Indian Museum have five and two, and two and 
one coin respectively of these varieties. The Lucknow Museum 
has only one coin of this type of the larger variety. The Bamnala 
hoard, which may be presumed to consist of the coins issued from 
a Malwa mint, contains the coins of the small variety only of 
this type. In our hoard, the number of coins of the smaller 
variety is twice that of the larger. The evidence of the 
Bamnala and the Bayana hoards thus tends to show that 
the coins of the larger variety were issued at the capital, as is 
suggested by the eastern variety of the letter ha to be seen on 
them. They were not much current in outlying provinces. 
The coins of the smaller type were apparently the issues of 
provincial mints manned by inferior artists. Hence they are 
seen to be preponderating in the Bamnala and the Bayana 
hoards, both collected by millionaires living in outlying 


provinces. 
The: Bayana hoard contains & beautiful collection of 20 


. Li 4 
A$vamedha coins. There are only seven coins of his type in 


the’ British Museum, two in the Indian Museum and five in the 
tains the ungrammatical 


Lucknow Museum. The legend con 1 
form  vijitez, which can be distinctly seen on 8 number 
of the coins. The legend had been originally read. 85 
Rajadhirajah prithivim vijitva divam jayat yaprativar yaviryah 
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by Mr. Allan. Later on a new coin purchased by the 
‘Lucknow Museum showed faint traces of the letters va, ja and 
ma at the end, and so the legend was restored by Dr. Venis as 
divam jayatyarhritavajimedhah, in the light of the epigra- 
‘phical description of Samudragupta as chirotsanna$vamedha- 
hartuh.: The conjectural emendation is now confirmed b 
four-of our coins, where the word vajimedha is crystal clear, 
On some of our coins the legend begins at the hind foot of the 
horse; this is a new variation. None of the horses ES 
.caparisoned -as is the case with the horse on some of the coins 
of Kumaragupta I. We may now presume that Samudragupta 
did not prefer to show the caparisoned horse on his A$vamedha 
‘coins. Otherwise at least some coins of that variety would 
have been found in this hoard. 


NO RAMAGUPTA COINS IN THE HOARD 


The present speaker, who is responsible for unearthing the 
existence of the now famous king Ramagupta, the elder 
brother of Chandragupta II, has to admit that the Bayana 
hoard contains not a single coin of that ruler. This circum- 
Stance seems to go against the historicity of Ramagupta. - 
A hoard which contains the coins of all the Gupta kings from f 
Chandragupta I to Skandagupta inso large numbers should | 
shave got at least some coins of Ramagupta, if he was really a — 
historical king. It is possible to argue even now that since about 
200 to 300 coins of the present hoard were melted down before _ 
it was recovered, it is not impossible that all the coins of E 
Ramagupte, which by the way could not have been many as f 
he had a short reign, may have been included in the lot melted _ 
down. This is quite possible but not very likely. I think | 
that the hoard tends to show that there was no such king as 
Ramagupta known in contemporary times, as the elder brother 
of Chandragupta II. My faith in the historicity of the plot of 
the Devichandraguptam is, however, not shaken by the absence of 
the coins of Ramagupta in the present hoard. I am now 
inclined to held that Kachagupta of the coins is identical with 
R beunta, gi ne literary tradition. How Kacha can be 
oe Es NOS cem y careless scribes has already been pointe 
SA e m landarkar, I hope to discuss the various 

identifying Kachagupta with Ramagupta in @ 


Paper to be read this afte : i i i 
later in this Journal mE e se 


dregupta, and the elder brot : 
represented in the hoard b 16 a * MU Bri is 


Museum, 3 in the Indi 
Museum. 15 of these -are of the usual type, but the 6d 
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reveals a new variety where the symbol on the reverse is 
at the top and not in the centre and the goddess is holding 
pasa’ instead of the foreign cornucopiae. The king also is seen 
wearing & dAoti on this variety instead of the usual trousers. 
This new variety shows that Kacha did not confine himself 
only to one type in his short reign and had authorised at 
least a second type, where a conscious effort was made at 
Indianisation both on the obverse and reverse. 


COINS OF CHANDRAGUPTA II: ARCHER TYPE. 


Chandragupta II is represented by 972 coins iu the hoard. 
His coins are thus more than the coins of all his successors 
and predecessors put together, which are only 849. This 
circumstance would suggest that the Gupta empire was at 
the zenith of its prosperity during the reign of this emperor. 
Out of 972 coirs, as many as 753 are of the Archer type, 
which must thus be taken to be the most popular type of this 
emperor. Samudragupta had hardly issued more than a dozen 
coins of this type. 


Coins of the Archer type were thus no doubt issued as 
mass product, but it should not be supposed that there was a 
dead uniformity in them. The creative vein was most 
characteristic of the Gupta art and it was ever attempting to 
invent new and interesting variations within the framework 
of the main type. Out of 753 coins of the Archer type, 40 
have the throned goddess on the reverse and the remaining 713 
have the Lakshmi seated on lotus. It is obvious that Lakshmi 
seated on throne with the Roman cornucopiae in her hand was 
soon discarded. Cornucopiae was first replaced by. the lotus, 
and soon the Kushana throne motif gave place to the lotus, 
which is the time-honoured seat of the Goddess of Fortune 
and Prosperity. One cannot sufficiently admire the ingenuity 
of the Gupta mint masters in introducing pleasing variety -in 
the main type. The name of the king Chandra is written 
sometimes under his left arm, sometimes between the bow and 
the bowstring and sometim«s outside the string. Sometimes 
the bow is with string inside and sometimes with string outside. 
In some cases it is held at the top and in some by the middle 
at the back. On some coins the bow is held in the tight hand 
and the arrow in the left; on others the position is reversed. 
Now the Garudadhvaja is on the right and then on the left. 
In several cases the king's head is adorned with different 
varieties of beautiful crowns ; but very often he is bare headed 
with curly hair falling down like a wig on the neck. 
AAA Nineties ES WA AA eoe 
2k ~ i. British Museum has 39, the Indian Museum and the Lucknow Museum 
baye each 28 coins of this bype. > . 
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The Archer type of the Bayana hoard contains a new 
variety where the king is seen holding a Kasa (hunter) by his 
‘side. The latter consists of a small wooden handle and a 
leather thong tied to it by & knot. Among other new varieties 
of this type may be mentioned one coin where the reverse 
legend Vikrama is replaced by Chandragupta and another 
where the name Chandra does not occur even on the obverse, 


OTHER TYPES OF CHANDRAGUPTA II. 


The search for variety is to be seen also in the Horseman 
and the Chhatra types of this ruler. In the former type, the 
king is sometimes without any weapons ; sometimes he has a 
sword, sometimes a bow, now held in the right and then in the 
left hand. In the Chhatra type, variety was difficult on the 
obverse. So it is attempted on the reverse, where the goddess 
‘is sometimes standing on a low stool, sometimes on a mat; 
sometimes she is merely standing, sometimes walking and on 
one coin she is seen double marching also. The coins of the 
Chhatra type are 74; the British and the Indian Museums 
have six each and the Lucknow Museum has only one. 


The Bayana hoard contains 82 coins of the Horseman 
type as against 12 of the British Museum, 5 of the Indian 
Museum and 11 of the Lucknow Museum. 


The Bayana hoard contains three coins of the JParganka 
(couch) type of Chandragupta II. There are only two coins of 
this type in the British Museum, 1 in the Indian Museum and 1 
in the Lucknow Museum. The mystery of the legend Ripakriti 
occurring on the unique coin in the Indian Museum continues 
unsolved. Our hoard contains no coin with this legend or 
any of its variations. 


The Bayana hoard contains 39 coins of the Lion Slayer 
type as against 13 of the British Museum, 10 of the Indian 
Museum and 12 of the Lucknow Museum. Coins of this 
type are undoubtedly among the best artistic gems of the 
Gupta art. It Is Impossible to describe their beauty in words; 
it can be realised only by personal and direct inspection. 
Among the Lion-slayer coins, 19 show the Lion-combatant 
type, 19 the Lion-trampler type and only one the Lion-re- 
treating type. It is clear that the Gupta mint-masters did not - 
* like to show the lion escaping from the deadly combat with - 


‘their emperor. We have : / 5 dn 
; PELOT ver d 
Pan y few coins of this variety found 


^ s CHAKRAVIKRAMA TYPE. fs 
akravikrama type is the most priceless and unique gem of 
"n TE s £e 
this hoard, there being only one coin of the type. 3 Chandra; 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


ee ‘ E => 


WE NNT hen 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS Stee 69 


gupta was a staunch devotee of Vishnu, and this type gives 
a concrete shape to the beautiful conception of the deity 
manifesting himself before the emperor, holding mace in wane 
hand and offering some prasada to him which he is accepting 
with the right hand. Vishnu is distinguished from the king 
by giving him a double and ornamental halo, the king haying 
only a single and simple one. The attribution of this coin to 
Chandragupta II depends on its reverse legend Chakravikrama, 
the last word of which unmistakably points to that ruler, since 
it was his peculiar and special epithet. Paramabhagavata was 
a special title first taken by Chandragupta II; the Mehrauli 
pillar inscription shows how he had erected a Vis mudhvaja on 
the Vishnupada hill in the Eastern Punjab. The public of 
that age probably attributed the sensational victories of their 
emperor over the Saka rulers of Western India and the North 
Western Punjab to the special boon received from Vishnu, 
and the mint-masters decided to give a concrete expression to 


the emperor in his corporeal form in order to confer the boon 
of invincibility on him. 


COINS OF KUMARAGUPTA I. 


The hoard contains only 612 coins of Kumaragupta I as 
against 973 of his father. Though relatively smaller in number, 
they show greater variety in types. His coin types are now 
seen to be fourteen in number and they are nearly equal to 
the coin types of all his predecessors put together. The 
Archer type was fairly popular with Kumaragupta I; the 
hoard contains 183 coins of this type as against 11 in the 
British Museum, 16 in the Indian Museum and 4 in the 
Lucknow Museum. The hoard enables us to complete one 
legend as Jayati Mahtalar Kumaraguptah sudhanui, but the 
other legend beginning with Guyesha still remains uncompleted. 


It is curious to note that there are hardly any metrical 
legends on the coins of Chandragupta Vikramaditya, who is 
traditionally known to be a great lover of poetry, if not 
himself a great poet. The coins of Kumaragupte however 
supply us a number of beautiful metricallines. We get several 
of them on his Horseman type, which is represented by 302 
coins in this hoard, as against 15 in the British Museum and 
13 in the Indian Museum. So far we knew only two complete 
. legends, Guptakulamalachandro Mahendrakarmajito jayati and 
Guptakulavyomasasz jayatyajeyojitamahendrah. Both these ` le- 
gends compare the greatness ofthe king with that of Indra, 
king of gods, and describe him as the moon in the firmament 
of the Gupta royal family. The hoard enables us to complete 
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` the third incomplete legend as Pritlitalambara$aSs Kumáragupto ` 
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; ‘itah ; the poet here imagines the surface of the earth 
fase seriad ut de in which the emperor shines as the pleasant 
moon, but none the less invincible to the enemies. À fourth 
legend describes the king as Indra among the kings of the | 
earth, PrithvitaleSvarendrah Kumaragupto loyal Ona | 
solitary coin we find a new legend Jayati nriporibhirajitah, 


The hoard contains 50 coins of the Lion-Slayer type, as 
against 12 in the British Museum, 2 in the Indian Museum, — q 
and 1 in the Lucknow Museum. The mystery of the incomplete $ 
legend beginning with sakshadiva continues unsolved; we have — 
got several coins of that type in the hoard, but they are all 
completely blurred. A new legend has come to light ending | 
with narendro divarı jayatt, which may be completed as Kshiti- | 
patirajito vijayi simhanarendro divam jayati, ‘The victorious | 
invincible ruler, a lion among kings. wins heaven as well. 
The hoard discloses a new legend, beginning with Gumefa but Ẹ 
it cannot be completed as most of the coins are very much 1] 
blurred. 


The Tigerslayer type is represented in the hoard by 36 
coins as against 15 in the British Museum, 9 in the Indian | 
Museum and 1 in the Lucknow Museum. They are artistically | 
extremely beautiful, but present no new varieties. B 


RARE TYPES OF KUMARAGUPTA I 


It may be presumed that since Kumaragupta I was named 
aiter Kumara, the generalissimo of the gods, the Kumara typ 
showing the divine commander-in-chief riding “his moun 
peacock, should have been extremely popular in the reign. T 
hoard however contains only 13 coins of this type as against 
in the British Museum, 5 in the Indian Museum and 2 in th 


Lucknow Museum. The paucity of this type is really difficul 
to understand. $ 


Only two coins of the Agvame 
were known so far, 


the four seas. 
obverse legend 
to Kumaragup 
mahendrah. 


dha type of this empero 
and they are in the British Museum acros 
On these coins the horse is caparisoned and 
quite incomplete; they were being attributed 
ta on account of the reverse legend Asvamedlit 
7 Our hoard now show 
issued some coins of the a$vam 


horse as well, as had been done 
Samudragupta. 


gupta and the legend can 
Kumaraguptodhiraja. 

The Swordman type of this ruler was so far know! 
two specimens in the British and one each in the Indian & 
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the Lucknow Museums. The present hoard contains as many 
as ten coins of this type. 


The Elephant rider type was so far represented by a single 
coin in the Indian Museum. The name of the king was 
illegible and the coins were conjecturally attributed to Kumara- 
gupta I on account of their weight and style. Three coins 
of this type in the present hoard are much better preserved 
than the one known so far; they enable us not only to 
definitely attribute this type to Kumaragupta I, but also to read 
the legend completely; it is found to be a metrical line, 
Kehataripu Kumaragupto raja trata jayatyaniśam. The reverse 
inscription could not be read so far; we now find it to be 
Srimahendra-gajah, the elephant of Kumaragupta, alias 
Mahendra. The emperor is obviously seeking to immortalise 
on his coins his favourite elephant. 


The Elephant-rider Lion-slayer type was so far known 
‘from a single specimen which was once offered for sale to 
the Lucknow Museum, but which now remains untraced ; 
only a cast of it could be published by Dr. Hiranand Sastri. 
The Bayana hoard contains three beautiful specimens of this 
type, the reverse of which describes the emperor's favourite 
elephant as Simhanihanta Mahendragajak, the Elephant of the 
emperor Mahendra, which is the destroyer of the lion. The 
obverse shows the emperor riding his favourite elephant, 
marching furiously to right, and about to trample under its 
fore foot the lion, which however is seen cleverly anticipating 
this move by trying to bite the hind leg by its jaw, which is 
widely opened out for the purpose. The emperor is also 
attacking the lion by his sword, while the attendant behind is 
holding the imperial umbrella over him. Great indeed is the 
artistic skill shown in portraying the fury of the mighty 
elephant, the cleverness of the supple lion and the determina- 
tion of the agile emperor. The legend has not been preserved 
well; butit seems to have been the same as that on the 
Elephant-rider type, but ends with Jayati -ripān. 


NOT PRATAPA BUT APRATIGHA TYPE 


The hoard contains as many as eight coins of the so-called 
Pratapa type of Kumaragupta I, but the mystery surrounding 
this type is only partially solved by them. Mr. Allan thought 
that the legend on the reverse was Sripratapa and so called the 
Coin as of the Pratapa type. The coins of the present hoard 
Show that Mr. Allan’s reading is no longer tenable; the reverse 
legend can be either A pratigha or Apranzya. The Jatter is 
àn ungrammatical form for the classical Sanskrit, though it 
fan be a regular one in the Vedic idiom. I prefer to read the 
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legend as Apratigha. Pratigha means anger or hindrance ; 
the expression sarvatrapratighah is common. in the Mahabharata 
and.describes the power of a Chakravartin as invincible 
everywhere. Apratighah, as the description of the emperor 
Kumaragupta, may be compared to the epithet Apratiratha], by 
which his grandfather is described on his Archer type. It ig 
also possible that we can take the word pratigha in the sense of 
anger; apratigha then may mean one who does not lose his 
temper. 


If the motif on the obverse of this type becomes clear, we 
can choose between these two possible interpretations. On the ob- 
verse side we see the male figure, apparently of a monk, standing 
unperturbed, with hands folded on his chest and two persons, 
one certainly a female and the other probably a male, arguing 
with him with violent gesticulations. The monk figure in the 
centre is expressly described as Kumüragupta; are we to 
suppose that this Gupta emperor became a Buddhist monk 
towards the end of his life and no argumentations could 
perturb his conviction ?, Or are both the side figures females, 
and do we have here a representation of the temptation of the | 
Buddha by the daughters of Mara? The figure on the left, $ 
however, appears to be holding Garudadhvaja in its hand; it § 
may be that of an attendant, holding a shield on his chest, l1 
which otherwise looks like the female breasts. No confident - 
interpretation can be suggested till we read the long obverse 
legend. 1t has so far defied my efforts. I have brought with me - 
enlarged photographs of this legend, and I invite fellow - 


numismatists and epigraphists to try their hands at its | 
decipherment. 


NEW TYPES OF KUMARAGUPTA I 


The Chhatra, 
Rhinoceros sla 


ype was common in the - 
but natural that Kumaragupta should 


two specimens of thi There are however only 


Brand fame MIN mar this type originally introduced by 
Perhaps Kumaragup 
hobby, and is theref 
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In the King and the Queen type, we find the king offering 
a bunch of flowers to the queen standing before him. This 
type is a copy of the well known type of Chandragupta I, 
where the name of the king and the queen are both given by 
their side. Here also there are traces of inscriptions on the 
obverse, which must have given the names of Their Majesties. 
It is very much to be regretted that they should have been 
completely blurred. The name of the Crowned Queen of 
Kumaragupta is still unknown to us and the later Gupta 
history would be much better understood, could we but know it. 
'| he hoard contains only one coin of this type and it is blurred. 


The Rhinoceros-slayer type, represented by four very 
beautiful specimens in the hoard, is again unique. So far we 
had Lion-slayer and Tiger-slayer types; now we have by their 
side the Rhinoceros-slayer type. Rhinoceros is now extinct in 
India, but this type shows that it was not unknown in the 
Gangetic plain in the 4th and the 5th centuries A. D. In this 
type we see the king riding a caparisoned horse, wearing 2 
buttoned coat and trousers, and leaning forward to attack the 
rhinoceros by the sword. Suddenly confronted by the rhino- 
ceros, the horse raises its head slightly frightened. The rhino- 
ceros bravely stands at bay, turning back its head to attack 
the king. The animal is beautifully engraved, its single horn 
on the head, left eye, two ears, circular spots on the body 


t 
1t being all very artistically reproduced. It is but natural that 
se the legend on this beautiful artistic type should not,be in prose. 


It is not only metrical but highly poetical also. The king is 
attacking the rhinoceros by the sword or khadga, which Sans- 
krit word also means a rhinoceros. The unknown poetic author 
of the legend could not help making a pun on the word khadga 
and describes the emperor as Bharta Khadgatrata Kumaragupto 
jayataniSam, ‘ever victorious is the lord Kumaragupta who is 
khadgatrata, i. e. a protector by thesword (khadgena trata) from 
the rhinoceros (khadgebhyas-trata) 


e 

d IDENTITY OF KRAMADITYA 

1 Kramaditya is the last ruler represented in the hoard; we 
y have a single coin of his of the Chhatra type. Unfortunately 
, the obverse legend on the coin is not full and does not disclose 
4 the personal name of the issuer; we can read only Vigitavanira. 
f Kramaditya was an epithet of Skandagupta, the successor of 


Kumaragupta, but Ghatotkacha, 2 brother of Skandagupta, 
who was ruling as the governor of Malwa during his father's 
reign, very probably had also taken this epithet, if the attri- 
bution of a unique coin of the Archer type bearing the name 
Ghato to that prince is correct. If we attribute the solitary 
Coin of Kramaditya of out hoard to Ghatotkachagupta of 


jeu rt 
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Malwa, it would show that during the turmoil that followed 
the death of Kumaragupte and the Huna invasion, Ghatot- 
kachagupta assumed independence in Malwa and began to issue 
coins in his own name. It is however more probable that 
the coin was issued by Skandagupta Kramaditya, whose silver 
coins have the legend beginning with Vijitavaniravanipatip. Jf 
this alternative is correct, and if the hoard contained really 
one coin of this ruler, we shall have to suppose that the Huna 
invasion took place early in the reign of Kumaragupta, when 
he had just started issuing coins. If however we assume that 
among about 300 coins that were melted down, the majority 
was those of Kramaditya Skandagupta, then the inference will 
be that the Hunas penetrated to Bharatpur towards the end of 
Skandagupta's reign in a second attempt in that direction. The 
problem can be solved only by the discovery of further 
evidence. : 


Ladies and Gentlemen, I am conscious that I have 
detained you rather long in describing the unique features of 
the Bayana hoard, but it is probably the discovery of the 
century and I am not sure that the curiousity of the 
experts amongst you is fully satisfied by my short remarks 
The latter can get their full satisfaction in our evening session, 
when, thanks to the courtesy and the kindness of the Maha- 
rajasaheb of Bharatpur, we shall be able to show you all the 
representative coins of this hoard. Enlarged photographs of 
the Apratigha type will also be shown and my epigraphist 
friends can try their hand in unravelling the legend. A paper 


on the rare and new types of the hoard will be published in 
the Journal in due course. 


NEW PUNCH-MARKED COINS. 


Let me now draw 
made in the year. 
in large numbers 
316 punch-marked co 
itm ostly consists of t 


your attention to other discoveries 
Punch-marked coins continue to be found | 
I have recently purchased a hoard of - 
2 found in the North Western Province; 

€ types prevalent during the Mauryan rule. — 
Dr. V.S. Agrawala of the Central Asian Museum reports the — 


discovery of another hoard from the same province found in 
"the village Darora in Dir State. 
coins, of which. 


figures as three of their five symb 
three human figures counterstru 
one coin serpent figures as one of thes symbol Sahii 
. rather rare, wa ES T Symon EE 
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: Mr, K. P. Rode reports the aquisition of a punch-marked 
coin by the Nagpur Museum having owl as one of its symbols. 
So far this bird was not known to be figuring on the punch 
marked coins. 


A student of mine could recover four coins from a hoard 
of silver punch-marked coins found in Ghazipur district ; they 
belong to that rare and very thin variety, to which I drew your 
attention in my last presidential address, and which was 
published in the last number of the Journal. Dr. Agrawala 
reports the purchase of two more of the cup-shaped variety of 
the Kosala punch-marked coins. 


INDO-GREEK AND INDO-SCYTHIAN COINS. 


In the realm of the Indo-Greek numismatics, I have to 
report the aquisition by Dewan Bahadur R. K. Jalan of Patna 
of a rare didrachm of Nikias, which is the fourth of its type to 
be recovered so far. Mr. Kahla reports the aquisition of a 
Scythian imitation coin of Heliokles at Taxila. So far these 
barbarous imitations of the Greek coins were known to be 
current outside India in Bactria and Afghanistan ; this coin | 
shows that some of them were current in India also. 


Uptil now only one coin of Maues with the device Bow 
in Bowcase was known; I have recently purchased a second 
specimen of this variety from Rawalpindi. The coin is very 
important, because it clearly shows that early in his career 
this Scythian ruler was a feudatory of Mithradates the Great 
and did not dare to assume the imperial title, King of Kings, 
Basileos Basileon, which he did only after the death of his 
suzerain. 


GUPTA AND POST-GUPTA COINS. Bu 


Bharatakalabhavan of Benares has aquired a unique coin 
of Chandragupta II of the Standard type.” . So far-it was 
believed that only Samudragupta had issued coins of this type. 
The type was extremely popular with Samudragupta, and it 
was difficult to imagine that Chandragupta II had issued no 
coins in it. The present coin shows that Chandragupta IT 
also issued coins of this type; but they seem to have been 
rather rare. The Bayana hoard for instance contains no 
coins of Chandragupta of this type. ; s 


Mr. K. P. Rode reports the aquisition of a coin of King 
Jagadeva of the Paramara Dynasty. So far the coins of this 
-dynasty were not known at all; the discovery “of this coin 

leads us to entertain the hope that we may one day find the 
Sree oe EEEE SV 


————— 


]. A paper on this coin appears later in this number, 
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coins of the famous rulers of this dynasty like Bhoja and ` 
Sindhuraja. 
Mr, P. D. Krishnamurti reports the discovery of & new 


f coin of the Chola ruler Rajaraja. Its peculiarity lies 
aie obverse having a standing human figure facing the 


seated king. 
MEDIEVAL COINS. 


Major Tarapore, our enthusiastic member from Hyderabad 
Deccan, reports the discovery of a unique gold Tankah of 
Sultan Ruknuddin Ibrahim of Delhi. So far. only copper 
isues of this ruler were known ; the present coin would show 
that during his short and troubled reign, he took care to 
issue some gold coins as wel. His paper on this coin appears 
later in this number. 


The above survey of the year will show that numismatics f 
is still full of important potentialities ; it is quite possible for f 
the twentieth century to be rewarded with discoveries, that] 
would have thrilled even the numismatic giants of the nine- | 
teenth century like Wilson, Princep and Cunningham. What 
is necessary is an intelligent and continuous search for old § 
coins at promising places. We have to make even the ordinary d. 
man in the street numismatically minded; if we succeed in | 
doing so, hundreds of coins that go to the melting pot every | 
year to the great loss of history, would be saved from their | 
doom. E 


ARCHAEOLOGY AS A CONCURRENT SUBJECT 


It is desirable that provincial governments also should Jj 
have their own archzological departments; I am glad 
report to you that the U. P. Government is about to organ 
one of its own. It is impossible for the Union Government's 
Archeological Department to do full justice to many & 
complicated problems of Indian Archeology. Local interest 
can be intensified only by the creation of provincial archzolo- 
gical departments. Curiously enough so far there has been & 
strange antipathy between the archeological department and - 
numismatics. I trust that the Provincial archeological 
departments will engage the services of at least two numism 
tists to further the cause of studies in Numismatics. 1 


DESIGNS FOR THE NEW COINAGE 


We are now enterin 
: 1 g the stage of full freedom & 
would be desirable if our Union Government bestows 
thought on coin types and devices suitable to Indian her 
and tradition. I have great pleasure in supporting the sugg 
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tion of His Highness the Maharaja of Bharatpur that the 
Government should appoint a committee to examine the 
roblem and suggest artistic and national devices suggestive of 
India’s achievements in the past. 


NUMISMATIC BOOKS IN INDIAN LANGUAGES 


Education will soon be imparted in the mother tongue in 
all the universities of India. Our great Indian languages have 
to rise equal to the occasion and produce a literature that can 
come up to the University and research standards. It has to 
be regretfully admitted that there is hardly any literature 
on Numismatics worth the name in most of the Indian verna- 
culars. The Society will be glad to place its services at the 
disposal of the different governments if they desire to get 
authoritative books written on Numismatics in its different 
branches. The subject being technical, books can be written 
only with the help of substantial state subsidies. The Society 
will be glad to publish versions in Indian Languages of its 
forthcoming books on Bibliography of Indian Numismatics. 
Standard Work of Reference on Indian Numismatics in any 
provincial language, whose government will be willing to bear 
the cost. As no further expenditure will be necessary for 
photographing and blockmaking, the Indian languages versions 
will not cost much. 


CaS STE mee OO ALO 
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THE TITLE ‘DEVAPUTRA’ ON KUYULA KARA - 
KADPHISES' COINS. 


By J. N. BANERJEA, M.A., PH. D., 
Lecturer, Calcutta University. 


The title ‘Devaputra’ is often found as an attributive 
‘epithet of the Kanishka group of kings in their Brahmi and 
Kharoshthi inscriptions. It does not occur, however, in any 
of their coin-legends, for the obvious reason that almost all of 
these are written in Greek script, and most in a language 
which is neither Greek nor Prakrit. Do we then find its 
use in any other series of Kushana coins? Cunningham 


rajadirajasa) K (wy(u) la Kara Kapasa (or Kaphsasa), as has 
been done by Whitehead. Gun SEE erc different 
i coins of this seri i 
described in the Numismatio Chronicle, Ser. III, Vol, xn 
, the variants bei 
rayarayasa devaputrasa Kuyula Kara Kipo Mer 
harayasa rayarayasa or Maharajasa — 
Kaphsasa (5 Specimens), and Maha: | 
la Kaphasa (10 specimens). The four 
hich are reproduced by him to illustrate 
re, however, very poorly preserved, and 
ong them helps us to test any one of the | 
Similar to the above in all respects are .— 
y of the Museums in India and outside; 
ad and Smith have all described them 
Catalogues. Gardner places them in his _ 
XXIII) in between the coins of Zeionises — 
ido Farihian section, and remarks that — 
pecimens are no i ll- 
preserved to enable US to give any B C A 
part of the legent d. stray Kharoshthi letters, and on two coins; 
aharajasa or Maharayasa rayatirayasa-” 


1, Brit. Mus. Cat., p. 112; 


à - 4. S. B., 1854, pp, M 
Chrift f, Num., 1879, 360-705" 695, 698, and to 
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Smith diffidently suggests readings such as Kushana Kuyula 
Kara Kaphsasa, Maharayasa rayatirayasa, Kara maharayasa 
mahatasa, none of which is complete, referring to the four 
variants of Cunningham. The partially preserved legends 
read by Whitehead have already been noticed. I studied the 
Punjab and Indian Museum coins of this group, and could not 
improve upon the suggestions of Whitehead and Smith. 


` It is thus apparent from the above facts that though 
the name of the king and a few of his principal epithets can 
be read on one or other of the diflerent groups of coins of this 
series, it is on two specimens only that Cunningham could 
read *Devaputra ; but the word cannot be read from the one 
reproduced by him. His reading of the title in question on the 
above two coins is apparently wrong, and it is clear that it was 
never used as an attributive epithet of the king on any of 
these coins, or on any other series of the Kushana coins. This 
is also the finding of Mr. Allan *who has re-examined the coins 
on “which Cunningham had read the title’, and who has 
authorised F. W. Thomas to assert that it never appears on 
any of tbe coins of the Kushanas, its reading on a coin of 
Kujula Kara Kaphsa being an error.! The title has all along 
been equated with the one, 'Son of Heaven', used by the 
Chinese emperors. But Thomas has recently. suggested that 
it is thoroughly Indian in character, and it was current only 


-as. a complimentary epithet ‘among the Indian subjects of the 
-Kushanas and therefore with its Indian meaning’ (B. C. Law 


Volume, Pt. II, p. 308). The Indian Devaputras were a class 
of beings belonging to the Deva world, but not sufficiently 
distinct or limited in number to be included in the closed list 
of Thirtythree’. The Pali Jataka commentary (III, p. 261, 
1. 12) sometimes identifies the terms ‘Deva’ and *Deyaputra' 
(devo cha nama devaputtoe. The divine character is thus 
emphasised by the use of the latter term, and its association with 
the Kushana kings could not have preceded the period of Wema 
Kadphises, It was this monarch who undoubtedly introduced | 


the characteristic signs of ‘divinity in the delineation of the 


royal portrait, which were afterwards copied by his successors 


on their money. The ‘royal bust rising from the clouds’, 


‘flames issuing from the king’s shoulders’, ‘his august head 
shown inside a frame’, all these divine and honorific traits are 
found on his coins for the first time. Drouin observes, ‘On the 
beautiful gold pieces of Hvima Kadpisa or Kadphises II the 
Shoulders of the king are surrounded by luminous rays or 
flames, and his bust appears to issue from the clouds, like the 


1. B.C. Law Volume, Pt. II, p. 307. Cunningham's error in his reading of 
the legend had been evident to me long before I read Thomas’ learned 
artiole on ‘Devaputra’. : : sie Se Spe, ta 
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gods of Greece, who envelope themselves wine descend r 
upon the earth. All these are the characteris ics A ei cation tic 
or of apotheosis!'. The word iSvara in the compounc KIWA K 
vara, a part of the legend Maharajasa rajadirojasa sarvalo- nc 
gaiSvarasa mahisvarasa Vima Kathphisasa tradura appearing on " 
most of his coins, probably has a pun in It, for it seems that d 
he tries to describe himself as the lord of all his people (or all ti 
the worlds) not only in the temporal sense of the term but d 
also in its spiritual sense. Thus, ‘Devaputra could very well fa 
have been used with the name of this early Kushana emperor th 
for the first tinfe, and not with that of any other monarch of re 
this race, who preceded him.? It is presumable, however, that P 
neither he nor any other Kushana king did use it on his coins, K 
the reason probably being, as has been suggested by Thomas, K 
that it was never, at any rale in early times, adopted by the th 
Kushanas as an official title. Jayaswal seems to be right in in 
identifying Vama Takshama of the pedestal inscription of one us 
of the Mat statues with Wema Kadphises; the inscription ' | of 
records the construction of a temple (devakula) a garden | ty 
(arama), a tank (pusAkariz?) and a well (udapana) in honour of b 
Maharaja rajadiraja devaputra Kushanaputra Shahi Vama K 
takshama.? The correctness of Jayaswal’s suggestion seems to si 
be borne out by the fact that Vakanapati Huma...... K 
(Huma......, the chief of Vakana - ? modern Wakhan), who - u 
was probably the donor of thc record, described the Shahi T 
Vamatakshama, the Kushana scion, the great king, the king of P 
kings, as devaputra, and most likely enshrined the statue of Jo s 
his imperial overlord in the devakula to which further endow: J a 
ments of a garden, a tank and a well were made. The 
heaviness and other general features of the Mat statue in 
question have a great deal of affinity with the figure of Wema 
Kadphises appearing on his coins. This line of reasoning would 

justify us also in identifying the unnamed Maharaja rajadiraja 
devaputra Kushana of the Taxila silver scroll with the grea 

Kushana emperor Wema Kadphises.* 

r Pim, pe Bog Nemipatqu, Tex Bar, Tome VAMI 

2, AS ie E doubt, now that Kujula Kara Kadphises e 

of the Chinese texts, is almost n WI Kujula Kadphises Kiu-tsid- a 


3. B.N. Puri thinks that Shahi Vam 
in the insoription) was 
of the Kushànaputras, 


ataksha (he omits m apparently 018 
tho first ruler of a later Kushána dynasty, 515 
AAA to which Vashishka, Kanishka II and Kanishk 

evonged. These four kings ruled according to him from c. 268 A 


to o. 882 A. D. ; Indian Culture, Vol, VITI : 
i ‘ , . , PP. 193-6. í 
& aad Bes ‘that the designation IRAE was not applied to 82 
Maharaja 8 ee to Chandana Kanishka; and it would follow that he 
Insori ü Tajaditaja devaputra Khushana of the Taxila Silver 1 
nscription was Kanishka’ (ibid, p. 819). But I have shown above thsi 
the insoription and the epit r 


with the name of Wema naa might ss welll bay) poem associate 
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It follows from what has been said above that no distinc- 
tion need be made between Kujula Kara Kadphises and Kujula 
Kadphises, as Rapson seems to have done.! If these two be 
pot identical, Kadaphes has also to be separated from them, 
and we shall have to presume that three separate Kushana 
chiefs preceded Wema, which will be an untenable supposi- 
tion But the Chinese evidence is so explicit in this matter 
that Yen-kao-tchen immediately succeeded his octogenerian 
father Kiu-tsiu-kio, that hardly any doubt exists there about 
the identity of all the three. Whitehead, on the basis of this very | 
reasonable assumption, has differentiated between four separate | 
Prakrit forms of the name of the first Kushana chief, viz., 
‘Kasa (ordinary Kadphises I coins), Kaphsa (on the ordinary 
Kadaphes coins), Kadapha on these Buddha coins, and Kaü on | 
the Macedonian soldier type of Kadphises jg Another interest- | 
ing point to be noted in this connection 1s the peculiar symbol 
usually designated as Nandipada, ‘bull’s footmark', found very 
often over the back of the bull on the ‘Bull: Bactrian camel’ 
type coins of Kujula Kara Kadphises ; it proves that Wema 
borrowed it from him. Does this also suggest that the first 
Kushana chief was a Saiva and not a Buddhist, as has been 
surmised on the basis cf the so-called Buddha figure on some 
Kadaphes coins, and the epithet dhramathita or sachadhrama- 
thita occurring in some of the coin-legends of Kadphises I ? 
The dharma or satyadharma may as well refer to Māheśvara or 
Pasupata creed which was 'adopted by his successor, and the 
seated figure in question may more reasonably be identified 


as Siva.* 


l. Cambridge History of India, I, p. 582, t. n. 1. 
2, Numismatic convention as well as other reasons would preclude any one 
of them coming after Wema. 

8, P. M.O. T, p. 182, f. n. à 

4. Development of Hindu Iconography, p. 125, f. n. 2:—' The seated 
figure on the coins of Kadaphos may stand for Siva; the head seems 
to bear on it a krobylos (jatamukuia), but the object in the raised 
right hand is not distinct’ if may be Vajra one of the attributes of 
Siva on the Kushana coins. A. K. Coomaraswamy was the first to question 
the identification of the figure as Bnddha in ‘Origin of the Buddha Imago’ 
(Boston Museum Fine Arts Bulletin, No. 27). 
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By RosHANLAL SAMAR, B.A, LL. B., ADVOCATE, UDAIPUR, 
The ruins of Nagari lie to the north-east of Chittor ata 
distance of seven miles. It was once known as Majhimika | 
Nagari and was a flourishing city of the Sibi people. Onits f 
site now stands a small village, known as Nagari, included in. 
the Jagir of Rao of Bedla, a first class nobleman of Udaipur - 
State. It seems that the old city was situated on both the 
banks of Berach River and the traces of a strong bridge are — 
still visible. I was told by the village folk, when I visited that “fF } 
place, that excavation work was undertaken by the Government M t 
of India and the site of the ancient temple of Siva was $ c 
unearthed, whereon stands a small modern temple of Siva built | 
by the villagers. The Sibi people inhabited the Punjab when C 
Alexander the great had invaded India. Perhaps the rise of the | I 
Maurya Empire forced them to leave their sweet home for the c 
less attractive lands of Rajputana. D A 
I 
| 
[ 
[ 


o nM L 23 0 0 


Two types of Sibi coins have been reported so far, On. 
the obverse of the first type, there is the circular legend St 
Janapadasa (beginning at VID, enclosing two symbols. Of. 
these the left one.is a bold svastika with a taurine at each end. 
of the aim, while the tight one is a tree without any railing 
(PI. V, 1-3). The symbols can be seen on PI. V, 2-3 and the 
legend can be completed from the three coins illustrated 
Sibijana occurs on PI. V, 1 bijanapa on PI. V; 2 and napadasa On 
PI. V, 3. On the reverse there is a hill surmounted with Nandi- 


pada. Below the hill there is a zigzag line, probably denoting 
/ a river. The weightof No. 1, is 86 grains, of No. 2, 76 grains, 
No. 3, 68 grains. Their diameters are OH JOSE o | 3 
Ji respectively, the first two coins being more oval than circ | 


in size. The 


S to be the earliest type of Sibi coins 85 
palaeography. The medical i in $i and is 
: a ple vertical line on Sa and bal. Perhaps his 
ype 0i coins was issued prior to the time of the Sibi p 
settling -down at Majhimika or soon after their doing 50. 


hones type of coins which have been so often picked | 
SAP, agari after rains, when the upper layer of "E 
Mashi Pa Gan Water, is inscribed with the longer legend 
himokaya Sibijanapadasa, Otherwise it retains [ 

l. This i - 
often tors with the t 2 very cogent argument, The character of 
orm of the letter to whioh it is attached, dió 
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features of the earlier type. On the obverse of these coins the 
tree rises from a small circle and there is the svastika and the hill ; 
the Mandzpada and the river on the reverse have been engraved 
in a fine manner (PI. I, 4-5). The characters of the legend look 
more modern and the medial ¿ begins to be denoted by a 
curved line. I am illustrating two coins of this type. The tree 
on them is obliterated, but the legend can be almost completely 
made up from its fragments on each. On PI. V, 4, beginning at 
VIII, we have Majhamikaya, and on PI. V, 5, we have Stbijana 
from VI onwards in addition to some of the earlier letters, 
The size and weight of the coin PI. V, 4, are .7" and 81 grains 
respectively and of the coin, Pl. V, 5 is .6"x. .7" and 76 grains 
respectively; the latter coin is oval. 


In 1940 I came across quite a unique type, which I am 
here illustrating ; Pl. V, 6. The new coin is a small round piece, 
the diameter being .55” and weight about 35 grains. On the 
obverse the legend, which begins at IX, runs as Sibijanpadasa ; 
it is in early Brahmi characters, much older than that on the 
coins with the legend Majhimikaya Sibijanapadasa. The pecu- 
liarity of this coin is that the well known symbols usually found 
on the obverse of Sibi coins, i. e. the tree and the svastika, 
have been separated. The tree rising from a small cicle has 
been retained on the obverse and the svastika on the reverse 
has taken the place of Hill surmounted with JVandzpada, which 
are the usual symbols on the reverse of Sibi coins. To each 
arm of the Svastika is attached a-*m« of old Brahmi character. 


EDITOR'S NOTE 
Mr. Samar has undoubtedly done good service to the 
cause of nümismatics by publishing his coins in the J'ournal. 
Not that the Sibi coins were unknown or unpublished. Prinsep 


(4) (GO CURA Ua Aaa me MET Lern ESOS 


given only the drawings. In C. A. S. R., Vol. XIV, Pl, XXXI, 
- 13-13 Cunningham had published two more Sibi coins; his 
photographs however were imperfect and contained only three 
or four legible letters. The same is the case with the coins 
illustrated in B. M. C. Coins of Ancient India, Pl. XLIV, 13-14. 


Coins of Class I above illustrated in PI. V, 1-3 now enable us 
among themselves to read distinctly the entire legend Sibt- 
janapadasa. Their symbols are also fairly distinct. Coins of 
Cless II were illustrated by Prinsep; but his drawings did not 
show the important word Majhamikaya. So far we could see 
Only the drawings of the important legend of this type in 
Cunningham's Report and the British Museum Catalogue. Our 
- PI. V, 4-5 give us almost the whole of the legend Majhamikaya 
Sibijanapadasa. The symbols on the reverse are also clear, 
though the tree on the obverse has been blurred, 
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Mr. Allan had once hesitated to attribute these coins to 


the Sibis because the middle stroke in the letter $i was not 
clear; it can be distinctly seen on coins No. 1, 5 and 6 in our 
H 


Plate. 

Like the earlier published coins of this republic, the present 
coins were also found near Chitor ; there can be no doubt that 
it was the capital of the Sibis by about the 2nd century B. C, 


The ibis however originally hailed from _the Punjab; 
their antiquity seems to go back to the Vedic age. Sibi 
Auéinaras is the author of one of the hymns of the Rigveda, 
viz., X, 119; it is likely that the Sivas, who are mentioned in 
the Rigveda, may be identical with the Sibis, though we cannot 
be sure on the point. 


Sivapura mentioned by Panini IV, 2,2 is probably identi- 
cal with Sibipura mentioned in the Shorkot inscription W. T., 
XVI p.15. This would suggest that Jhang area in the Punjab 
was once the home of the Sibis. This conclusion is confirmed f 
by the data of Greek historians, who place the Sibisat the | 
junction of the Hydraotes and the Akesines and to the north 
of the Oxudraki (Kshudrakas) and the Malavas. This tends 
to show that the Sibis were occupying the area between Multan 
and Lahore; and it is precisely in this area that Jhang is 
situated. 


It is however not unlikely that the Sibis may have been in. d 
the occupation of further districts in the east. The reverse type | 
of our coins PI. V, 4-5 shows a close resemblance to the | 
reverse of the coins of the Kunindas; both have a six arched 
hill, surmounted by a Nandzpada and standing on a wavy line or f 
river. Svastika also occurs on the Kuninda coins, though in — l| 
its simplest form. According to the epic tradition, Sibi’s younger | 
brother Nriga was the progenitor of the Yaudheyas, who were | 
the neighbours of the Kunindas and occupying the south: | 
eastern Punjab and north-western U. P. The Aitareya — 
Brahmana places the Sivas or the Sibis in the Madhyadesa - 
along with the Kurus, the Parchalas and the Vatsas. It would 
therefore appear that before their migration to Rajputana, th 
Sibis were occupying not only central and south-western Punja 


but were in touch M ith and yi i 
erha S 1107, 
; l ; Vv p P occup Ing Some terr s 


It is quite likely that as suggested by Mr. Samar, the ¢ 
Nos. 1-3 of our plate were the predecessors of coins Nos. 
The superior artistic execution of the latter along with t 
longer legend would support the view. But the differen 


cannot be of more than a few d raph 
of both is almost eis Seu ee paleo 
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The coins may be attributed to the first half of the 2nd 
century B. C. when Madhyamika was an important and flourish- 
ing city. It had been besieged by the Greeks at about this 
time, as testified to by the famous statement in the Patañjala 
Mahabhashya, Arunad yavano Madhyamikam. 


CO A a it LAUS 
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CLAY DABBERS AS WEIGHTS IN ANCIENT INDIA 
By D. B. DISKALKAR, M.A., INDORE 


It is well known that dabber-like round clay objects: | 
superimposed with a flat knob which looks like a small handle, : 
are found in excavations of some Mauryan sites. Such clay 
dabbers with hemispherical base! are found also in the excava- 
tions at Kasrawad in the Indore State in Central India. Some YA 
of these are ornamented with beautiful geometrical designs | 
on the shoulders. From the discovery of inscribed potsherds 
and punch-marked coins found in the same excavations assig- 
nable to the 3rd or 2nd century B. C., these dabbers also can 
be assigned to the same period. Dabbers of a different shape, 
both made of clay and stone, with flat base and tapering up- 
ward, are also found in some excavations of the same period, 
e. g., at Bhita, Rairh and Sambhar.? : 


It is supposed that these dabbers were potters’ mallets ' 
used for tapping the surface of earthen jars on their removal — 
from the wheel. But this supposition seems to be doubtful, - 
as I think that thin and small wooden bats could very well — 
have been used for the purpose in those days as at present. — 
Secondly, there is no reason why only potters’ dabbers should - 
be found in the Precincts of the Buddhist establishments and. 
Thirdly, stone objects exactly 
the second form mentioned © 


quite uniform in sha : izes 
WA pe, are of regularly graded sizes 


The weights of the weli reserved dabbe 

E OT 3.6, 9,15, 175, 25, 323 35, 471, 50 and 35 tola 
dum M ee dabbers appear to be duplicate weights. Th 
35 tolas cach en tolas each, two, 123 tolas each, thr 
s cach, two 474 tolas each and two 50 tolas — 


each. This ES 
vtile Vis that there was some ratio in t 


we know that mallets are generally used 

eee F ‘poing the surface of big jars ail not of small 
SA eios 2 etc., where was the necessity of such: 
of the VER S fact, the clay weights, some of which 
ot a dabber and pinnacles, discovered in. 
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Ujjain excavations, are still smaller in size and weight. It is 
also known that small clay objects, square and rectangular in 
shape and regulary graded in sizes and weights, were found in a 
large number in the excavations at Mohenjo daro. That they 
must have been used as different weights is generally admitted. 
Can it not therefore be supposed that these dabber-like clay 
objects like those found at Kasrawad were used as weights in 
ancient India, for weighing vegetables, etc. ? 


It may be mentioned here that two extremely small and 
exactly dabber-like soapstone objects were found in the Kasra- 
wad excavations. They measure :4" only and weigh 12 grs. 
and 10 ers. respectively. As they have no holes at the handle, 
they could not have been used as ear-pendants. But, if they 
were not used in ear lobes as ornaments like the gold nails or 
peat] pins in those days, they might have been used as very 
small weights for weighing small and valuable objects like 
pearls and jewellery, just as the bigger clay dabbers were used 
for weighing heavy objects and the stone dabbers or stone balls 
with a flat base like those found in the Kasrawad excavations 
were used for weighing still heavier objects. As it was almost 
impossible to make clay dabbers of such an extremely small 
size and weight, stone dabbers might have been used for the 
purpose. 
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SYMBOLS ON THE COPPER BAND IN THE PATNA ° 
MUSEUM. 


By Dr. A. S. ALTEKAR. 


While digging for the foundation of the building of the Im- 
perial Bank of India, Patna branch, a copper band was discover- 
ed along with a number of Mauryan period antiquities. It bore 
several marks punched uponit. Dr. Banerji Sastri examined them 
and came to the conclusion that most of these marks could be 
seen on the punch-marked coins hailing from Taxila.! He 
however did not identify these marks but merely published 
a photograph of the band. Later on Mr. Walsh wrote a paper 
in which he maintained that out of the 22 marks of the band 
only two occurred on the punch-marked coins.? He illustrated 
his paper by a drawing of each of the marks and a glance at 
them was quite sufficient to convince any body that his conten- 
tion was correct. In Vol. VI, pp. 5-8, of this Journal, 
Mr. Paramesvarilal Gupta reverted to the topic, gave a compa- Jj 
rative table of each of the 22 marks as given by Prof. Banerji- f 
Sastri and Mr. Walsh, and published along with them ordinary 
and blackened estampage of each mark, which tended to 
show that the marks were quite different from the drawings 
of Mr. Walsh. Mr. Walsh was good enough to send me & 
rejoinder with his drawings, tending to show that the views of 
Messrs. Banerji-Sastri and Gupta were wrong and his own 
theory correct. As the original band was available at Patna for 
examination, | thought that it would be best to request different 
scholars to examine it independently. Mr. Shere, the curator 
of the Patna Museum, agreed to my request and sent me 


fresh drawings of the symbols along with a mould of the band. 
His conclusion seemed t 


than with that of Mr. Walsh 
opportunity of examining the mark igi he 
REO tie ine oe arks on the original band at t 

Christmas 1946 and my c 


estampages were correct a 
unreliable. 


2, lbid, 1939, pp. 1.5, 
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original band and it is but natural that his symbols should 
not be accurate. The surface of the band is not properly 
dressed and there are some indistinct lines and chisel marks 
near the symbols in some cases. But the examination of the 
band leaves no doubt as to what most of the symbols were 
intended to stand for. I now proceed to describe them. A copy 
of this paper was sent to Mr. Walsh for his observations. He 
was good enough to send his views, some of which are 
included in this paper. 


For the sake of ready reference I am reproducing the plate 
that accompanied Mr. Gupta's paper (PI. VI) and the references 
here are to the numbers in that plate. 


No. l'is clearly a svastika with rounded arms as shown in 
the blackened estampage. The photograph is indistinct and 
Mr. Walsh's drawing gives only the four ends of the symbol 
mutually disconnected. 


No. 2 is & Taurine with an arrow head by its side. The 
photograph is slightly indistict ; the estampage and blackened 
estampage give its correct idea. Mr. Walsh's drawing is 
incorrect. 


No. 3 is distinctly an Arrow-head. It can be made out 
in the photograph but is shown quite distinctly in the estampage 
and the blackened estampage. In Mr. Walsh's drawing, one 
can detect its upper and lower limb, with two unnecessary lines 
by itsside. In the photograph a portion of the knob of the 
taurine looks whiter owing to its high relief. 


.No. 4. Here the estampages of Mr. Gupta are incorrect. 
Dr. Agrawala thinks that the sign is indistinct and looks like an 
inverted mudgara or chessman. Mr. Shere and myself think that 
the photograph is nearest the truth. The left hand portion of 
Mr. Walsh's drawing gives faithfully a part of the symbol, but 
the detached marks on its right are misleading. I think that the 
mark is Asokan ma, as can be seen from the photograph. The 
estampage of Mr. Gupta gives the impression of a cross probably 
due to a depression on the band at this place. 


No. 5 is a chakra with six spokes, its outer rim not 
distinguished from the surrounding area. Dr. Agrawala, 
Mr. Shere and myself argee in holding that the estampage given 
by Mr. Gupta is correct. Mr. Walsh’s drawing gives a wrong 
idea. The photograph is slightly indistinct. 


. . No. 6. We three have found that the blackened estampage 
gives the most correct idea of the original mark. There is nothing 
like Mr. Walsh’s drawing on the original. Dr. Agrawala sees 

5 
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a dot also between the two transverse lines of the symbol ; it 
can be seen in the ordinary but not in the blackened estampage, 
I, however, failed to notice iton the band. The photograph 
here is indistinct. 


No. 7. Messrs. Shere and Agrawala think that the mark 
is indistinct. Dr. Agrawala thinks that the transverse lines of 
the symbol to be distinctly seen in the photograph are subsequent 
accretions, the vertical portion alone being the original symbol; 
I hold that in this case the estampages of Mr. Gupta are 
misleading. The mark is indistinct, but resembles an arrow-head 
very closely. The photograph is here nearest the original. In 
Mr. Walsh’s drawing one can see the top of the arrow-head ; 
its other elements are not in the original. 


No. 8. We three hold that this mark is indistinct. 
Transverse lines seen in the photograph were probably not 
intended to form part of the symbol; they appear like subsequent 
accretions. The photograph is nearer the original mark than 
either of the estampages. Mr. Walsh’s drawing is altogether 
incorrect, | i 


No. 9. We three agree that the estampages are correct. 
The photograph also shows ‘the two arms of the--cross, 
but portions of them appear white owing to the high relief. 
Mr. Walsh’s drawing is incorrect. We agree with ‘Mr. 
Walsh in holding that it” would not be correct to ‘describe 
the mark as a hollow cross, as was done by Mr. Gupta. 
The dot in the upper right quadrant to be seen in the photo- 
graph is probably due to a depression. 


1 
ES | 
B 


No. 10. Dr. Agrawala and myself agree in holding 
that the mark consists of three circles surmounted by a crescent. 
But Mr. Shere is unable to see the latter. The. estampages 
give a correct idea of the symbol according to us two. In 


escent has come out indistinctly. In 


fluous. Mr. Gupta has correct] 
label Crescent on the Hill is 
drawn attention to t 


No. 11. We three h E 
is most faithful to the ORUM that the blackened estampagé ' 


I think that the photographis - 
m ae marks on the sides of the ori ancl symbol 
of the callie can tue for d Post in railing. Outlines 


a be seen in 
Mr. Walsh's drawing, as also those of the post. 
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No. 12, Dr. Agrawala and myself agree in holding 
that the symbol is a taurine as shown by the estampages and 
the photograph. There are some extra chisel marks on its 
‘side. Mr. Walsh's drawing shows the outlines of thé symbol 
in. a disconnected manner along with the chisel marks on 
its sides. chat 


No. 13 is a cross surmounted by a globe, its arm being 
shorter then the lower side. Dr. Agrawala and myself agree 
on this point. The estampages are correct, the photograph 
is slightly indistinct ; Mr. Walsh’s drawing has two superfluous 
lines by the side of the lower limb of the cross. Mr. Walsh had 
originally thought this to be a homo-sign, but he has 
‘recently informed me that he no longer holds that view. 


No. 14 isa human figure in rough outlines. Here the 
photograph, the estampages and the drawing of Mr. Walsh 
all agree. 


No. 22 in the plate is No. 15 of Mr. Walsh. Dr. Agrawala 
and myself agree in holding that this is no symbol at 
-all ; the cross-like impression has come on the band owing 
to its subsequent folding. We do not think that there is any 
symbol punched between the human figure, No. 14 above, 
and the tree symbols following, No. 15. 


Mr. Walsh has recently informed me that he also recog- 
nised this to be a mark of folding. But as it was shown in 
Dr. Banerji-Sastri’s photograph, he had to record it in the 
description of the band; he thought it best to differentiate it 
_by showing it in dotted lines in order to distinguish it from 
genuine marks. 


After this symbol there is a pin hole which has come 
out in the photograph of the band published in the J. B. 0. R. 
S., 1938, P). I. 


No. 15 is definitely & tree symbol according to myself | 
and Dr. Agrawala. I noticed chisel marks by the side of | 
the tree and some protrusions on its trunk. The photograph ‘is | 
slightly indistinct owing to high lights. Mr. Walsh's drawing 
also shows the outlines of the tree with chisel marks by its side. 


- No. 16 is the same as No. 6 above. The photograph 
Shows the transverse chisel marks. The blackened estampage 
gives the clearest idea of the original. Mr, Walsh’s drawing 
1S incorrect, ' 


No. 17 shown as peacock on a three arched chaitya in 
Mr. Gupta's estampages does not exist in the original. It is ee 
too close to Nos. 16 and 18 to be a separate symbol, There - 
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is corrosion on the band which gives the false impression of & . 
peacock on the hill. The original band shows no clear punched 
symbol; the corrosion and depression naturally give the 
impression of a symbol in the photograph and the estampage, 
Mr. Walsh has pointed out that he has not shown this symbol | 
at all. Mr. Gupta is incorrect in equating the symbol No. 17 ` 

col. VIII with this mark. 


No. 18. The punch has made two holes in the original — 
symbol and so the outlines are indistinct. I think that what - 
appears as the hanging lower part of thesymbol in theestampage - 
is only & depression and not a part of the symbol. The photo- | 
graph in my opinion is nearest to the original symbol. Mr. - 
Walsh's drawing is incorrect. (No. 17 col. VIII and not No. 18), — 
It has to be noted here, as pointed out by Mr. Walsh in his | 
recent note that symbols Nos. 18, 19, 20, and 21 of Mr. Gupta 
correspond with Nos. 17, 18, 19 and 20 of Mr. Walsh in J 
column VIII and not with Nos. 18, 19, 20 and 21 as shown in f 
Mr. Gupta’s plate, reproduced with this paper. E 


No. 19 is an Arrow-head according to both myself and Jj 
Dr. Agrawala. The latter noticed a deep folding by its side, f 
which seems to have escaped my attention, as I have n 
referred to itin my notes. Photograph and estampages are 
all correct; Mr. Walsh's drawing is unreliable ; it is No. 18 
of col. VIII and not No. 19 as stated by Mr. Gupta. E 


No. 20 shows the outline of a tree or a crude human 
figure according to Dr. Agrawala and myself. The photograp 
is rather indistinct but the estampages give a clear picture 
the symbol. Mr. Walsh's drawing (No. 19, col. VIII 
not No. 20 as given by Mr. Gupta) is incorrect. 


No. 21. The blackened estampage is nearest the tr 
according to myself and Dr. Agrawala. The symbol 
double taurine based upon a circlein between, Mr. Wal 

drawing (No. 20, col. VIII and not No. 21 as stated 
Mr. Gupta) gives perhaps the central circle. 


eS 


After this mark there is the last hol : 
: e on the band, ab 
3 inch from the last symbol. The band has in all four 


The mark shown as No, 21 ing b 
i ; of Mr. Walsh’s drawing 
Mr. Gupta is a small mark under the bolt hole of the bi 


which held the two end | 
has not included it among RS par E 
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A NEW SILVER COIN OF GAUTAMIPUTRA 
( A fresh examination ) 


Mr. P. J. CHINMULGUND, I. C. S., BOMBAY. 


- In a recent issue of this Journal Dr. Altekar has published 
a new and unique silver coin of a Satavahana king.* It has on 
the obverse a six-arched hill with dots in each arch, on a plat- 
form; a wavy linebelow and Brahmi inscription: Raro Gotamz... 
On the reverse there is Ujjain symbol with a pellet 
in each orb. Asthe inscription is not complete on the flan, 
it would appear that the coin could have been issued by either 
Gautamiputra Satakarni, the vanquisher of Nahapana, or by 
Gautamiputra Sri Yajña Satakarni. Dr. Altekar has suggested 
that the coin was very probably issued by the latter king. His 
grounds for this conclusion may be summarised as follows : 
Gautamiputra Satakarni contented himself by merely restamp- 
ing the coins of Nahapana and is not known to have issued 
any independent silver coinage of his own. The hill device on 
the restamped coins on Nahapana has three arches and not 
six, Rapson has concluded that the change from a three 
arched chaitya (hill) toa six-arched one probably took place 
in the reign of Gautamiputra Sri Yajiia Satakarni. 


Now, the great Jogaltembhi hoard, consisting of over 
13,000 silver coins of which over 9,000 were coins of Nahapana 
restruck by Gautamiputra Satakarni, and the rest of Nahapana, 
has been fully discussed by Rev. H. R. Scott.” It is clear 
from that paper that the Chaitya device used for restampiag 
by Gautemiputra Satakarni consists among others of both three- 
arched and six-arched varieties. Both the varieties are 
with and without dots in the arches, and without crescent at 
the top. Plate IV accompanying that paper illustrates all 
these varieties. I have also a coin of this type which I 
describe below : 


Obverse: Six-arched hill with a'dot in each arch. Frag- 
mentary inscription......(Puta) sasi (TA)......... 
Trace of Nahapana's head. 


Reverse: Ujjain symbol with a pellet in each orb. Traces 
of arrow below. PI. VII, 2. 


AAA aa 


1 J. N. S. I. Vol. VIII, pp. 111-118, pl. VII, 5. 
2 J.B. B.R. A. S. Vol, 22, pp. 228-244, pl. I-IV. 
3 Ibid p. 241. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


94 JOURNAL OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 


This coinis perforated. As the majority of perforateq 
coins in the Jogaltembhi hoard were of Gautamiputra’s?, it s 
possible that this coin might have also come from that hoard, 
although I got it from a Bombay dealer. 


The coin described by Dr. Altekar thus is identical jp 
type with some of the types employed by Gautamiputra, 
Satakarni to restamp. Nahapana's coins, and it may be safely 
concluded that it was issued by Gautamiputra Satakarni. 


As regards Rapson's conclusion regarding the change of 
type from three-arched to six-arched chaitya (hill), it may be 
pointed out that he is referring, not to silver coins, but to lead 
coins of fabric A found in Andhrade$a, the Kistna and Godavari 
Districts.” 


Anas ma ere el ee ee ee 


There is, however, one remote possibility that may be 
“mentioned. It is possible that the coin published by Dr. Altekar 
is actually a  Nahapana's coin restruck by Gautamiputre 
Satakarni. Ifa badly worn coin of Nahapana were stamped 
‘rather heavily, no trace of the original may be visible. Rev. 
Scott says, “In very many cases the counterstamp is such 
as to completely obliterate the inscriptions and symbols of 
Nahapana".? Four such coins (obverse) are illustrated by 
him in plate I accompanying his paper. As the photograph of 
Dr. Altekar's coin is not quite clear, it is not possible to say 
with any degree of certainty whether this coin is also of this 
kind. Personally I am inclined to think that Dr. Altekar's 


coin is an original issue and not a coin of Nahapana restruck 
by Gautamiputra. 


AR td UIS re pee Ie 


Barring the very unlikely possibility mentioned above, 
then, it may be concluded that :— 


(D The coin published by Dr. Altekar is a coin of 
Gautamiputra Satakarni. E 


VU rA (—LOULN GPS 


dn. ee Satakarni not only restamped the coins | 


anapana but issued his own silver currency also. 
(III) So far as our | 
kings had th 
Satakarni an 


present knowledge goes two Satavahan® - 
eir own silver currency,—Gautamiputra — 
d Gautamiputra $ri Yajna Satakarni. —— 


LA AA NIS IA YAYA YA 


1 Ibid p. 224, : E 
2 Rapson, B. M. C, Ana 


hr nod 
8 BBR ALS Vol, xp e ned 


XXII, p. 238, 
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DR. ALTEKAR’S REPLY. 


I am very much thankful to Mr. Chinmulgund for this 
paper attempting to prove that the coin under discussion was 
issued not by Gautamiputra Sri Yajfia Satakarni but by 
Gautamiputra Satakarni. Satavahana coinage is stil) shrouded 
in so much obscurity that a thorough discussion of each new 
type is an urgent necessity. I am therefore particularly 
grateful to Mr. Chinmulgund for drawing our attention to the 
fact that the six-arched chaitya was already used by 
Gautamiputra Satakarni for restamping some of the coins 
of Nahapana and we need not therefore assume, merely by the 
presence of such a chaitya on the coin under discussion, that 
it was issued by Yajiia Sri Satakarni. 


I had stated in my paper, ‘It appears very probable that 
the present coin was also issued by the same ruler (i.e. Gautami- 
putra Sri Yajña Satakarni) and we may safely complete its 
legend Ratio zotamzputasa Siri Yana Satakanisa’. Mr. Chinmul- 
gund’s arguments have not induced me to change my 
conclusion. It is clear that the six-arched ehaitya was used 
by Gautamiputra Satakarni, but the point at issue is whether 
he had issued any silver coins stamped with it. I still think 
that the reply to the question is in the negative. 


The contents of the Jogalthembi hoard tend to disprove 
the theory of Mr. Chinmulgund. This hoard was a big one; 
it contained as many as 13,250 coins. But it consisted wholly 
of the coins of Nahapana and of the coins of Nahapana 
restruck by Gautamiputra Satakarni. It does not contain 
any silver coins of Rudradaman I or of any of his successors. 
The hoard therefore was buried before the rise of that ruler 
and the cause of its burial can be easily surmised. Rudra- 
daman wrested back northern Maharashtra from Gautamiputra 
Satakarni's successor and the present hoard was buried 
obviously during the commotion of conquest at the time of 
Rudradaman’s invasion, when life and property became unsafe 
at Nasik and induced its rich people to bury their hoards and 
fly for safety. Now if Gautamiputra Satakarni had issued 
any silver coins of the type published by me, they should 
have been current in his reign and in the Nasik region, which 
Was accustomed to the use of the silver currency during the 

aka rule. A banker who had collected in his hoard about 
13,250 coins current in his life is not likely to have failed to 
get at least some specimens of Gautamiputra's silver currency, 
Were it really current in Nasik after its annexation. If 
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Gautamiputra had decided to issue his own independent 
silver currency, he would have started the work in right 
earnest with a view to dríve out the currency of the foreigner, 
The hoard of a rich banker of Nasik buried soon after that 
king's death could hardly have failed to include at least some 
specimens of the new currency. As & matter of fact, being 
new, the new currency might have become more common, 
But as matters stand, this immense hoard of several thousand 
coins contained mot a single silver coim of Gautamiputra 
Satakarni issued independently. Does it not tend to show 
that Gautamiputra did not issue any independent silver 
currency of his own ? The large preponderance of the restruck 
coins in the hoard tends to show that the new Government 
was content with recalling the currency of the vanquished 
king and restamping it with the symbols of the conqueror. 


There is another circumstance going against Mr. Chinmul- ` 
gund’s view. The conquest of Nasik took place not much 
before the 18th year of the reign of Gautamiputra Satakarni 
and he appears to have died soon after his 24th regnal year, 
There was probably not much time left for him to think of © 
the issue of an independent silver currency, which had not | 
been issued by any of his predecessors. Had he issued currency | 
in the white metal, it is not unlikely that his immediate f 
successor Vasisthiputra Pulumavi should have issued at least | 
some coins in its imitation. As it is, we have not sofar | 
found any of them. Eb 


. All things considered, 1 am still inclined to stick to my 
view that the coin published by me is most probably an issue 
of Gautamiputra Sri Yajiia Satakarni. I have re-examined — 
itand do not find any traces of restriking upon it. The — 


possibility of the coin bein t i ana 
asa g a restruck coin of Nahapáne | 
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THIRTY-ONE SILVER COINS OF VIRA-KERALA.! 
By N. LAKSHMINARAYAN R40, M. A. 5 
Superintendent of Epigraphy, Ootuemund. 


In April 1945, Dr. A. Aiyappan, Superintendent, Govern: 
ment Museum, Madras, sent for examination to Dr. B. Ch. 
Chhabra, Government Epigraphist for India, thirty-one silver 
coins he had received from the Collector of Tinnevelly. At 
the time of sending them to the Government Epigraphist for 
India, Dr. Aiyappan had recognised that the coins were of 
thé same description as No. 1I in Plate V of Rapson’s Indian 
Coins, where, however, only the reading of the legend on the 
reverse had been given. He therefore requested the Govern- 
ment Epigraphist for India to decipher the legend on the 
obverse which had been left unread by Rapson. Dr. Chhabra 
very kindly entrusted me with the task. I succeeded in reading 
the obverse by scrutinising some of the well-preserved speci- 
mens, ahd in June of the same year I communicated the result 
of my examination to Dr. Aiyappan. I could not rest content 
with merely deciphering the inscription on the obverse of the 
coins. 1 considered it necessary to make a fuller study of 
the type and try to attribute it to a particular king. I there- 
fore requested Dr. Aiyappan to permit me to publish an 
article on the coins, so that greater attention of the scholars 
might be drawn to their importance. He not only very kindly 
acceded to my request but also asked me to prepare a paper 
on them to be read at a meeting of the Archceological Society. 
Accordingly 1 have embodied my observations on the coins in 
this short paper, which is now being published in this Journal. 


Dr. Aiyappan has informed me that these coins, which 
are now- deposited in the Government Museum, Madras, were: 
found as a treasure trove at Vaigaikulam village in the Sanka-: 
rankoil Taluk of the Tinnevelly District on the 25th May; 
1944.. The coins, which are in & very good state of preserva- 
tion, are made of silver. They are nearly round in shape and: 
on both sides the device and the legend are struck by a double 
die. - All round the edge on either side of the coin are to be 
Seen dots, as on many similar ancient types found in various. 
Parts of India. The measurement and the weight of the coins 
: have been kindly annoted for me by Dr. Aiyappan. He reports 


I ^' I. “Paper read at the meeting of the Archmologioél Society of South 
ndia on 15th November 1947. : t 
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that their size varies from 1:7 c.m. to 1'9 c. m. and weight f 
from 33:8 to 36:3 grains. 


As already observed, a coin of this type has been published E 
by Rapson in Indian Coins (Plate V, No. 11), where he has — a 
given the weight as 36:3 grains. He has not however described at 
the symbols on the coin, though he has read the legend onthe | 
reverse as Sri-Virakeralasya. It is inscribed in two linesin | j 
Nagari characters, which are of about the 11th or 12th century Y 
after Christ. Between the two lines of the inscription there is - 
a symbol of a crocodile or makara moving from right to left 
with its mouth wide open. Now let us examine the obverse, 
As on the reverse the legend, which is also in Nagari character, 
is in two lines. This legend, as I have pointed out above, f 
has not been read by Rapson. The first line reads Sri-Ganda | 
and the second ramkuSasya. The inscription would thus be ` 
Sri-Ganda ramkuSasya. Before proceeding further, I must - 
mention that the late Dr. M. H. Krishna, the learned Director of | 
Archeology in Mysore, who has published a coin of this type, - 
has read this inscription as S72-GajankuSasya. It may be 
observed here that he calls the side which contains this legend 
as the reverse. But his reading cannot be accepted for the 
following reasons. In the first place, the legend consists of 
seven syllables on all the coins where it is fully struck o 
preserved. If the reading S$rz-Gajazku$asya be accepted, 
presence of a seventh syllable cannot be accounted for. Second 
ly, there is neither a sign of a long medial Z nor of an anusu 
attached to the third syllable of the first line. Dr. Krish 
also admits the absence of the anusvara by supplying th 
corresponding amunasika in brackets. If this syllable is tak 
to be short ja (without the sign of medial z or the anusvara), t 
legend would be Gajakusas ya, which yields no sense. Buti 
not possible to take this syllable as ja for it bears no re 
plane to the Nagari ja prevailing in any part of Ind 
aS ue Ee resembles to some extent the Grantha 
Ae ae pal a difficult. to postulate that only for 
the other letter Ta the yebo was ml WANA 
B ces OR T the legends on both the “sides 
it can be clearl Chececters were employed. Moreo 
Y seen that this syllable is a conj 
consonant and as such it can only be read as nda. Thi 
ere are four syllables in the second line which could 
be the case if the legend were Sri-Gizakus t 
on all the coins on which th E rd ne 
ich the first syllable of the second li 


1. Annual Re 3 
1984, page 69, Plate Pd i Pitt Musore Archaeological Department for t 
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is preserved, it can be read without a shadow of doubt 
as ram. 


In this connection it is interesting to observe that Dr. 
Krishna has stated in his remarks on the coin published 
by him that on a card with the coin in the British 
Museum, London,—apparently the same coin as the one 
published by Rapson—the late Dr. Fleet appears to have read 
this legend as Sr7-GandankuSasya. It is gratifying to note that 
this eminent epigraphist was inclined to regard the second 
syllable of the first line of the inscription as a conjunct con- 
sonant and not asja. The dental nda which is reported to be 
this scholar’s reading of the akshara is perhaps to be explained 
by supposing that either he omitted to affix the diacritical 
marks to the syllable, which would make it the cerebral nda, or 
that his reading has not been correctly quoted in the Mysore 
Archeolagical Report. It may be pertinently asked why both 
Dr. Fleet and Dr. Krishna have been able to see only six 
syllables in the legend, while I take them to be seven. The 
answer is simple. Apparently the coins which they examined 
did not show the first syllable in the second line viz., rar. 
This surmise is borne out by the illustrations of the coins found 
in Rapson's work and in the Mysore Archeological Report 
issued by Dr. Krishna. It may be noted, however, that in the 
plate containing the reproduction of the coin in the former of 
these two publications, traces of the syllable ram, are partly 
and faintly visible. 1 might state here that another large 
hoard of silver coins bearing the same legends and devices 
which were found in the year 1934-5 at Pandalgudi in the 
Ramnad District and the photographs of which have been 
examined by me, also reveals not only the presence of seven 
syllables in the legend on the obverse but also that the first 
akshara of the second line is ram. Their photo-negatives are now 
preserved in the office of the Government Epigraphist for 
India. Dr. Fleet's reading of this legend, it is needless to 
point out, thus confirms the correctness of my reading. On the 
-obverse of the coin also there is a device between the two 
lines of the Nagari legend. Rapson has not described it. Dr. 
Krishna says that itis a beetle. But after a minute examina- 
tion of the symbol both on the coins under discussion and also 
On those found at Pandalgudi, I am inclined to take it as a 
kumbha or kala$a with leaves of mango or some other evergreen 
hanging down from its mouth and probably a cocoanut placed 
In the centre at its top. 


.l« Nos, 1886 to 1889 of the list: App. D. of the An, Rep, an South Indian 
Epigraphy, 1934-6. 
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Thus my final description of the coin! is as follows :— 


Obverse: Nagari legend Symbol 
1. Sri-Ganda- kumbha or kalasa 

2. ramku$asya between the two lines 
of the legend. ?g 

. Reverse: Nagari legend Symbol 
1. . Sri-Vira- Crocodile or makara, fac- 
ing proper right, open 
2, kéralasya mouthed and in moving 


posture between the two 
lines of the legend. 
PI. Vil, 4-5> 


Having finished the description of the coins, let me now 
try to identify the ruler who issued them. The legends on 
both the sides afford a clue. There can be no doubt that both 
Sri-Virakéralasya and Sri-Gandararikusasya denote either the 
name or title of the royal personage who was responsible for 
striking these coins. It is well known that Kerala is the name 
of the Malayalam country and therefore Vira-Kérala might 
well be the Giruda of any ruler of that part of India. But it 
‘must be noted that Vira-Kérala was the name and not biruda 
of some rulers of this region. So it is likely that one of them, 
who had that name, issued these coins. If we could find a 
.Vira-Kérala who was also known as Gandaramkusa i. en 
*'elephant-goad to the heroes’, the identification would be very 
easy. This biruda or surname seems to be unique. Gandar- 
Aditya and Gandara-ganda are well-known birudas in the Chola | 
and Chalukya families, but I have not met .with Gandar- 
-ankusa anywhere else, though another variant of it in Kannad@ a 
viz. Kaligal-ankuSa is an appellation applied to certain chiefs 
of the Kannada country. So this biruda is of no help to usin 


The earliest reference that we have to é is found in 
` EE a Vira-Kerala is found 10 
z pa uen of the 29th year of the reign of the Chola kit 
T sei S UE: D..1046), where the former is stated to ht 
d zed in a battle and was trampled down by the latter 

urious elephant Attivarana.? No doubt the date of thi 


and Sem foa pos. Rapson in indicating the sides of the coin 89 ob 
; uS ch H. Krishna who reversed the order, .. p 
2, South Indian Inscriptions, Yol ILI, pp, 51 ft, 
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record, and consequently that of Vira-Kérala mentioned in 
it, falls within the period to which our coins belong. But we 
know nothing more about this ruler from any other source and 
therefore we have no means of ascertaining whether he could 
be the person who issued the coins. One point however 
which has to be considered here is whether this Vira-Kérala 
was an independent ruler, who could strike coins in his own 
name. According to Mr. K. V. Subrahmanya Ayyar, the 
veteran South-Indian Epigraphist,! “During the entire period 
of the Chdla supremacy in Southern India which ranged from 
the time of Rajaraja I and ended with the reign of Virarajendra 
‘and of his able Chalukya-Chola successor Kulottunga-Chola I, 
the rulers of the Pandya and Kérala dominions appear not to 
have been left undisputed lords of their own territory and to 
‘have had no real power. Accordingly, the part played by them 
ds. too insignificant to take any note. The existence of the 
inscriptions of Rajaraja I, Rajéndra-Chola I, Rajadhiraja 1, 
-Virarajéndra and Kulottuhga l in the Kerala dominion is 
sufficient proof that their over-lordship was well recognised in 
that quarter. This same fact also accounts for the absence of 
Venadu records from the Kollam year 160 to 300 (=985- 
1125 A. D.) Itis thus almost certain that Vira-Kérala, who 
-was the contemporary of Rajadhiraja I, did not probably enjoy 
„sovereign powers to be able to issue coins. He is not therefore 
likely to be the Vira-Kérala, whose name appears on our coins. 
: The next Vznadu king who had the name Vira-Kérala is Vīra- 
.Kéralavarman, who reigned about 80 years after the Vira- 
“Kerala figuring in Rajadhiraja’s inscription. His only stone 
‘record, which is dated Kollam 302 (=A. D. 1127), has been 
‘found at Cholapuram near Nagercoil? About this ruler Mr. 
: Subrahmanya Ayyar says that Venadu kings emerge out of 
.this oblivion, which has been referred to above (i. e., domina- 
: tion of the Cholas), in Kollam 302 with Vira-Kéralavarman. 
-It is therefore possible that he was responsible for issuing 
«the coins under discussion here. Let us see, however, whether 
there was any other ruler named Kéralavarman in the 
period under discussion i. e., 11th and 12th centuries. After 
'Vira-Kéralavarman noticed above, there was a king 
called Kidai Keralavarman, whose inscriptions range 
in date from Kollam 320 to 326 (=A. D. 1145 to 1151). 
It is not certain whether he was the immediate successor of 
Vira-Kéralavarman, for no inscriptions dated between Kollam 
302 to 320 have yet been discussed. Though this chief is 
called Kéralavarman, he was not Vira-Kérala but KGdai- 


l. An. Rop. of the Trav. Arch, Department for 1920-21, p. 64. 
2. Trav, Arch. Series, Vol, LY, p. 1T. ; 
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Kéralavarman. It is therefore very doubtful if the coins could 
be attributed to him with any degree of certainty. We haye 
now exhausted all the Vira-Kéralas of the 11th and 12th 
centuries. As there is generally not much  perceptible 
difference in paleography within a quarter of a century, we 
may also see if there were any Vira-Kéralas a little before the 
commencement of the 11th century and a little after the clase 
of the 12th century. That there was no king of the name 
of Vira-Kerala or who had that biruda before A. D. 1125-26, 
we have already seen. Coming to the 13th century, 
Vira-Raman-Kéralavarman, who was also called Vira- 
Dévadaran-Kéralavarman, is known from inscriptions to have 
ruled from Kollam 384 to 390 (=A. D. 1209 to 1215). His 
successor was Vira-Ravi-Kéralavarman, otherwise known as 
Vira-Kéralavarman ; his dates range from Kollam 392 to 412 
ie. from A. D. 1217 to 1237. The entire period of the 
former's reign and the first 9 years of that of the latter are 
well within the limit I have set for consideration. It is to be 
noted, however, that while Vira-Raman-Kéralavarman is 
nowhere mentioned simply as Vira-Kéralavarman .ie., without | 
the addition of the name Raman or Dévadaran, his successor | 
Vira-Ravi-Kéralavarman is called by the plain appellation - 
of Kéralavarman, which is the one found on the coins. Though — 
it is not impossible that either of these two might be the 
person who struck the.coins, itis more probable that it wa 
Ravi-Kérala who was responsible for minting them. Buta 
neither of them is credited with any outstanding achievemen 
it is doubtful if the present coins could be attributed to any 
ofthem. Here I might be asked why it is that I have fa 
to take account of the most famous and the most powerl 
of the Vira-Kéralas, namely, Ravivarman-Kulafekhara who 
had the titles Jayasirnha-Vira-Kerala, Sangramadh 
Dakshina-Bhoja etc. The reason for this omission is obvio 
the initial year of his reign is A. D. 1299,-almost the beginning 


of the 14th century. As a matter of fact there were m 
more Vira-Keralas after him. 


We have thus examined the factors pertinent to 


enquiry in the case of all the rulers who had the name or t 
Vira-Kérala or Kerala, viz., 


l. Vira-Kérala of 1046 A, D, 
Vira-Kérala of 1127 A. D. 
Kidai Kerala who reigned from 1145 to 1151 A. D 
Vire-Raman-Kérala (1209 to 1237 A. D.) — — 


3. Vira-Ravi-Kérala or Vira-Kérala (1217 to 1237 A 
Of these No. 1 was not an independent ruler and therefore / 


Aoc onm 
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may be left out of consideration. No. 3 is also not quite 
likely to be the ruler who struck the coins, because he is not 
actually a Vira-Kérala. Nos.4 and 5 reigned in the 13th 
century, but palceographic -considerations would point more 
to a date in the 11th and 12th centuries if not a little earlier. 
The only Vira-Kérala now left is No. 2. There are more 
reasons than one which would favour the attribution of these 
coins to this king with greater probability than to any other. 
In the first place his reign falls within the period indicated 
by the paleeography of the coins. Secondly, as pointed out 
above, he regained independence by shaking off the yoke of 
the Chola overlordship, retrieving the fortunes of his country 
which had fallen into the hands of his enemies for over a 
century. It is therefore very likely that in order to com- 
memorate this great event, he issued a new coinage, in 
accordance with the age-long practice obtaining among the 
royal families of India. 


Now let us consider the devices on the coins. The symbol 
on the obverse, as we have seen, is a kuzibha or kalasa. What 
does this signify ? From the time of the Rigveda up to the present 
day the paruakumbha is considered to be an auspicious symbol 
indicating fullness, joy and prosperity among the Hindus, and 
the same is the case also among the Jains and the Buddhists. 
During rituals and religious ceremonies of an auspicious nature 
the kalasa is even today set up and worshipped in all Hindu 
houses. It is common knowledge that it is largely employing 
in sculpture, architecture and paintings asa decorative design 
There are innumerable references to itin Vedic as well as 
classical Sanskrit literature. The emblem is also found on 
some early coins and on the seals of some copper plate grants 
It is possible that it has the same significance even on the 
coins of Vira-Kérala. The representation of the crocodile on 
the reverse may indicate that the ruler had a command over 
a large tract of coastland and was the lord of a sea-faring 
people. I may be permitted, however, to suggest an alternative 
interpretation of these symbols. One of them, the kumbha or 
the makara may stand for the rasi or the zodiacal sign in 
which the king was bora. It is a common practice among 
the kings of Kerala to be named after the asterism in which 
they are born. Even today the kings of Travancore are called 
after the nakshatra of their birth. As it is not easy to represent 
any particular asterism on a coin, the rasi to which the 
nakshatra belonged, might have been depicted. Similarly the 
device on the other side may indicate the solar month in which 
the king ascended the throne or the month in which he issued 
the Coin, as these months take the names of thetwelve Zodiacal 


Signs. Of the: five -rulers noted above, the star of birth of, 
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only one, namely Vira-Raman-Keéralavarman, is known and — 
that is Sravana, which belongs to makara-rast. But as it is not 

definitely known which of the two devices on the coin represents 
the natal star of the king, I would not venture merely on 
this basis, to attribute the coins to him.” Future discoveries 
alone must show the correctness or otherwise of my theory.! 


1, Lam much obliged to Mr, M, 


and suggestions, Venkataramayya for some exe 
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ANCIENT AND MEDIAEVAL COINS OF ORISSA. 
By ADRIS BANERJI, M. A., NALANDA MUSEUM. 


Primitive man had no need of currency. On the whole 
Palaeolithic man lived a far more simpler life than his Neoli- 
thic successor, and it became more complex with his 
Aneolithic and Chalcolithic descendants. In Neolithic times 
the isolated existence of families came to an end ; more or less 
settled communities grew up. The influence of agriculture 
and the art of domestication of animals brought about & 
profound change. They engendered community life in 
villages. With the villages came division of labour ; a man 
who was good at chipping flints found himself to be tool-maker 
of the party. To some was delegated the task to sew the 
hides in order to cover the bodies, some went to hunting, some 
to plough the fields. This division of labour brought in barter. 


But barter was merely a makeshift arrangement, whose 
disadvantages became apparent with the growth of population. 
«However narrow the limits of a district, however small the 
population of a village, those mutual wants by which the 
necessities of exchange were conditioned are bound to make 
themselves felt at different times and seasons; the odds are 
all against the tailor being down at heel at the exact moment 
when the shoemaker was out at elbow!." So early man had 
to find a commodity which could easily be exchanged to meet 
his needs ; and that substance was metal.” 


Exactly when value first came to be attached to gold 
we do not know. Nevertheless Mr. C. Seltmann seems to be 
correct in thinking that mankind first learnt to value, next 
to weigh and last of all to stamp metal; or in other words, 
evolved from barter 2 metallic currency, abandoned mere 


currency for money and then mere money for coinage.? 


PUNCH-MARKED COINS 


: The earliest of Indian coins are known as Punch-Marked 
Coins. In the early years of this century, the general belief 


was that they were issued by guilds and bankers.  À mass of 


OO Se 

1. G. Macdonald—The Evolution of Coinage, (Cambridge Mannuals of 
Science & Literature), Cambridge, 1916. pp. 1-2. 

9. [Gow or some other cattle as 2 means of exchange was an intermediate 
stage, amply attested to by the Vedio literature. A.S.A] 

8. C. Seliman—Greek Ooins (Mebhuens Handbook of Archaeology), London, 


1988, p. 1. 
7 
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evidence since garnered, literary as well as archzological, has 
proved that it was a currency if not a coinage. The labours of | | 
Spooner, D. R. Bhandarkar and R. D. Banerji and later o, | ©. 
of Walsh, and Durgaprasad have not been in vain. What Ya 
more, it is now recognized that those are not all of the same 
age and asin Bairat in Jaipur State, they were replaced by 
Greek coins in some areas. They were stamped with Severa] 
dies and hence the name. Ancient Orissa was not unfamilier 


with this currency, for a find of 500 of these silver coins | n 
was reported in 1940 from Bamanghati sub-division of the | fo 
Mayurbhanj State. These are being studied by a scholar, WM th 


Nothing is known at present about the particular class or classes 
represented in this hoard. 


pr 
| we 
GUPTA COINS 7 th 
A unique find of three gold coins of the Archer type of 4 
Chandragupta II was made in 1939, at Bhanupur, onthe f Ki 


left bank of the Son river, in the Mayurbhanj State,! In | As 
1944-45, a hoard of Gupta gold coins was reported from 
Panchpir (Khiching area) subdivision of the Mayurbhanj state 
of which only one Archer type could be recovered.? The E . 
discovery of the Gupta coins, though rare, may tend to show | €: 
Gupta influence over Orissa. i à 


SO-CALLED PURI KUSHANA COINS 


The next series of historical coins from Orissa are com- d a 
monly designated the “Puri-Kushana Coins’. Formerly they f WS 


were taken to be temple tokens.’ But the subsequent evidence 
made the theory untenable. A 


, Finds—The first recorded find of the so-called Puri — 
Kushana coins was made in the Ganjam district in 1858. They f de 
were found four miles west of Purushottampur close to the f 
modern village of Pandya where the remains of an extensive - a 
but now deserted town, surrounded by the ruins of a lofty 
wall, was reported. ae 
The second find was made in the Puri District of the — 
present province of Orissa in 1893. It consisted of 548 coins | — 
of copper found buried in a small jar, 2’ below the surface, _ | co 
L J N. S. 1, vol, II, p. 195. E 


2. 


I owe this information to Mr, P. Acharya, B.Sc, 1E m 


9. Rapson, Indian Coins, p. 13. | 
4. The Mad i i srt 
Madras Literary Boien "al of Literature & Sciences, Ed, by Committee o 


iet ah - A 
also Tad: TOUIER coe TIL p. pay miliary Asiatic Society, 1858, pp. 76-78. Of 
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while excavating earthworks at. the Gurbat Salt Factory at 
Manikratna.? 


On 31st May 1917, 363 coins were discovered on the 
northern slope of Rakha hills in the district of Singhbhum. 
They were found buried at a depth of 1’ below the surface and 
three of them were lying exposed to the view. No mould was 
discovered ; nor any evidence of the existence of a mint was 
found. According to the information supplied by Mr. C.-Olden, 
then Superintendent of the Cape Copper Company Ltd., Rakha 
Hill Mines; an old road runs past the place of find in close 
proximity of a river, within a quarter mile of ancient copper 
workings and surrouuded by copper slag heaps. It is possible 
that the mint might have been erected near the spot.? 


Nine hundred and ten copper coins of the so-called Puri- 
Kushana type .were sent by the Collector, Balasore, to the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1912, and were deposited in the 
Indian Museum by the latter,’ 


In 1923 enother hoard of the same type of coins in asso- 
ciation with copper issues of Kanishka and Huvishka was found 
at Bhanjakia in the Panchpir sub-division of the Mayurbhanj 
State.* 


. The late Mr. R. D. Banerji refers to a hoard of 282 coins, 
then recently discovered in Mayurbhanj state. Of these 170 
were so-called Puri-Kushana coins and 112 of Imperial Great 


Kushanas. It is not clear from his account where it was 
found.” 


Mr. P. Acharya refers to the find of ‘Puri-Kushana’ coins 
during the excavations of Viratgarh, at Khiching, in associa- 
tion with imperial Kushana coins. Some of them were ‘double 
pieces’. 


In May 1939, 105 -Puri-Kushana’ coins were found in a 


brass pot at Nuagaon, 3 miles east of Joshipur, and nearly 
3 miles west of Bhanjakia in Mayurbhanj State. 


The same authority reports having collected few of these 
coins found at Sitabinjhi, in Keonjhar State® 


TECHNIQUE—The publication of Prof. Birbal Sahni's 


l. P.A.S.D, 1895, p. 63. 
2. J.D.O.R.S, vol. vi pp. 73-9. 
9. 4. R. 4. S. T, 1924-95, p. 130. 
4. Ibid. p. 189 
b. R. D. Banerji History of Orissa, vol. i, Calcutta. 1930, pp. 111-15, 
9. J, N.S. T, vol. 11, p. 124. 
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Indian coins, has made further studies easier. Greater observation 
and collection of data will undoubtedly help to garner a mass 
of evidence to supplement this magnum opus. I therefore cannot 
check the temptation of making few observations on this point, 

. The Viratgarh find possesed many twin coins which, *when 
broken would turn into two single coins . According to Mr. 
Acharya, many of the coins found at Bhafijakia, Khiching, 
and Nuagaon, contained frills of the molten metal from the 
edges of the mould. The method of casting might not have 
differed from that of the Yaudheya coins described by Dr. 


Birbal Sahni in his Memoir. 


Typrs—Mr. Elliot's account does not help us much in 
determining the types of the coins found by him. Dr. Hoernle, - 
however, definitely tells us that the coins found in the hoard could - 
be divided into two broad groups, die struck 47 and cast 501. 
Both these groups were again sub-divided into five sub-groups 
according tothe variety of their types.” According to Mr. 
E. H. C. Walsh, all the coins of the Rakha Mines Find, belong, - 
with the exception of one coin, to Class ILI of Hoernle. But - 
two different varieties of. this class were noticed. The first, - 
where the clothing of the figure of the god on the reverse, bears 
some resemblance to that of Kushana coins; and the second, - 
as in other coins not illustrated, in which, the figure on the 
reverse is wearing a coat, similar to that of the King on the - 
obverse. In regard to the boot also there were two varieties, — 
namely with boots shorter and turned up, and with the boots 
shown at much greater length and horizontally.? ^ One cc 
of the Rakha Hill Mines find wasof surpassing interest. Hithe 
all the so-called Puri-Kushana coins bore no legend, but this | 
particular coin had a legend on the obverse. Three cones - 
had taken the place of the Kushana king and below them was 
the word fanka.* According to late Mr. R. D. Banerji the 
letter Ka is still without the acute angle which 1s | 
characteristic of this letter from the 7th century. From thi 
he opined that, these tamka coins were issued before the m 
of the 7th century A. D., possibly in the sixth century.” 


__ The Balasore hoard on the other hand included 63 99. 
WA the legend tamka inscribed on them.” In this group Pandi 
inodbehari Bidyabinod distinguished four different 


1. Ibid. p. 124, 


2. These types have been already di rji 
History .of Orissa, but the bri 7 disonssed obyen De Rana x 3 
Altekar to make ihe paper Vite or describen here at Ho aaa à 


8. J. B. O. R.S, Vol. y, p. 76, 
. Ibid, pp. 78-79, 
6. Ibid, pp. 88-4, 


Pe gee ange ot ne CA vam, 


a 
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according to the position of the crescent and the sun and the 
attitude of the figures. The Bhanjakia hoard contained two 
coins with the legend tanka.! j 


OBSERVATIONS — Except these stray notices few have so far 

attempted to assess these hoards critically. Some of these have 

been distributed and the whole lot of them cannot be examined, 

yet they have raised questions which now require to be thoroughly | 
examined. Only two scholars have so far made creditable | 
attempts,—late R. D. Banerji in his History of Orissa and Mr. 
S.K. Bose in the Indian Culture. Yet their investigations have 
far from solved the problems they have raised. The first and 
foremost question in numismatology is the denominations and 
fractions, which can only be settled either by re-examination of 
the hoards or by a study of fresh finds. The weight of the coins of 
the Rakha Mines find vary from 39.33. to 87.10 grains, while the 
coins found in the Puri district vary from 106 to 211 grains.? 
Mr. P. Acharya, probably with good justification says that the 
Khiching find contained full, half and quarter coins, but 
greater elucidation of this point will be very interesting.” 


The find of these coins, in association with the copper 
issues of the Imperial Kushanas also raises a very important 
point. They seem to have been contemporary with these 
imperial issues, if they had not supplemented them. The 
find of coins of Kanishka and Huvishka, along with these 
coins, seems to corroborate this theory. Indeed the diffusion 
of the coins of Kanishka, and his immediate successors is 
great. Little is known of the fact, that hundreds of uncharted 
ruined sites, in the Basti district of the United Provinces, 
yield such coins, and I saw a number of these in possesion 
of Pandit Amarnath Shukla, a pioneer of archeological 
researches in this frontier district of India. Gold and silver 
may be carried to most distant lands, due to extensive 
commercial intercourse, but the find of copper coins raises the 
presumption of their use in the locality. In 1940, in the - 
bazars of Mathura, I found that coins of Gwalior and 
Bharatpur are extensively used, which will not be the case in 
Calcutta, Benares or Bombay. The contiguity of the territories 
is the only explanation. The silver coins of the great 
Kushanas have been found in East Bengal ;* therefore the 
occurrence of copper coins in Orissa need not surprise us. But 
what is interesting is their occurrence at such widely separated 
places as Ganjam, Barabhum, Puri, Singhbhum, M ayurbhanj, and 


OO 


1, 4. Ra, A. S. I., 1994-25, pp. 180-82. 

9, J. B.O. R. S., vol. v, p. 77; and P.A.S.B, 1896 p. 65. 
8, J. N. S. I vol. IT, p. 124. 

4, 


J, P. 4. S. B., voi. xxviii, (NB), pp. 188, 
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Balasore. In the first instance they prove, that the hypothesis 
that these were temple tokens must now be given up. They 
were current in the ancient provinces cf Suhma, Odra, 
Kalinga and Utkala.! Secondly, they indicate that they 
were not issued by any minor local dynasty of Orissa, but by 
a line of monarchs who had some claim to paramountcy. But 
history at present is not aware of any such dynasty. 

The late R. D. Banerji propounded the theory that it ig 
quite possible that when northern and southern Bihar were 
annexed to the empire of the great Kushanas, Orissa and the 
eastern seaboard as far as the Rishikulya and the Languliya 
rivers were also conquered.? Dr. A.S. Altekar in a letter 
to me has very rightly pointed out that this theory requires 
to be re-examined. Dr. S. K. Bose has in great detail examined 
the. question of occurrence of the coins of the great Kushanas, 
with the so-called Puri-Kushüna coins; and there is no need 
to go into the question.? But the point whether these were 
imitation of Kushana coins struck in Orissa or whether they 
were actually coined in Kushana mints will remain a matter 
of controversy. The very few coins I was privileged to 
examine, seemed to Suggest that they were not: Kushana im- 
itations. Then I had not seen the coins found in Basti 
district, and I now feel confident that they are the real 
Kushana issues, which like the imperial Guptas, were 


imitated for a long time in early medizeval Orissa and were 
Supplanted by the tanka coins, 


Paucity of materials, as far as Orissan numismatics is 
Concerned, is bewildering. Very few treasure-trove finds 


have been recorded, and described ; and as far as spade is 
Concerned, Orissa is still a terra incognita to the Indian archa- 
eologists? This, it is t 


| | rue, does not provethat materials do not 
exist, but no interest Seems to have been taken except by a few 
Dloneers, even regarding Muhammadan coins. It is to be hoped 


that the newly established Kal; i j 
inga R be 
able to rouse popular interest. Nam Saee 


FANAMS 
Balpur is a little hamlet on t 


D he left bank of the Mahanadi 
RUM Istrict of the Central Province, According to 
dynasties found a Coq Buddhist Coins (?) and those of Hindu 
Bene Su ee Prove that it was a place of importance 
eee cr Sala Country. Two gold and one silver Coe 
cribed by Mr. Pandeya, having been found on 20d 
lo 4. Rs 4. S.L, 1624-95, p, 132, 
pA History of Orissa, vo], i, p. 115, 

3. Indi, Cult. Yol. fii. pp. 7260, 
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August, 1925.1 Mr. Pandeya’s description is very unsystematic, 
he having forgotten to distinguish betwen ‘obverse’ and 
‘reverse.’ According to Mr. Pandeya one side contained the 
letters sa and ra very distinctly. Below them was an animal figure, 
probably that of a lion. The coins are believed to be of the 
9th or the 10th century A. D. and were supposed to have been 
issued by the Kesari dynasty of Orissa and Ko$ala. The 
other side has probably lines with dots. But Rai Bahadur 
Prayag Dayal does not agree with this view.2 


In 1896 the late Dr. Hulztsch decribed four gold coins of 
four distinct varieties, 


I. Obverse:—A recumbent bull facing proper left, with 
a conch in front and crescent above. 


Reverse :—(In two lines) Sa (vat). 


Il. Obverse:—Bull as in No. I. but accompanied by a 
crescent only. 


Reverse :—Sa (svat) 4. 


III. Obverse:—Bull as in No. I witha lingam in front 
and a crescent above. 


Reverse :— Sa(movat) 7. 


IV. Obverse ;—Bull facing proper right with the Sun (?) 
in front and crescent above.? 


Reverse :—Sa (zzvat)5 


According to Dr. Hulztsch these four coins were obtained 
by Mr. Fawcett, probably from the Ganjam district and are to 
be assigned to the Ganga dynasty whose crest was the Bull. 
He was also inclined to the view that they were issued by 
Anantavarmman Choda-Ganga. - 


In November, 1896, 42 coins were received by the late 
Dr. A,F.R. Hoernle. Of these 22 were Bahmani coins and 
20 other gold pieces. In the latter group, 18 coins had small 
gold loops attached to them, by which they were threaded to 
& piece of string forming probably a small necklace.* The 
coins were thin and their average weight being from 6:5 to 8 


1. Journal of the Andhra Historical Research Sosiety, vol. iii, pp. 181-2. 


2. agree with the Rai Bahadur and consider the asoription to be very 
fanciful, 


8. Id. vol. xxy, p. 322. nos. 30-38 and plate. 


4. This habit is even now prevalent amongst high class Indian ladies, 
Who make neoklace of guineas. 
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grains. These 18 coins and two pieces from Dhenkanal were _ 
locally called Hoons. i : J 

The obverses of all these coins were alike. They have the 
figure of a recumbent Bull to the right, with the conch shell in- 
front and another symbol of varying form to the Tight, 
Only in one specimen, no. 28, the Bull was turned to the left, 
The reverse is also similar, with the exception of one Specimen, - 
The usual type is a kind of irregular oblong quadrangle 
between two distinct symbols. Below the quadrangle are 
one or two numerals, and above it, a Short legend of three E 
aksharas. The legend in the majority of cases was very much | 
defaced, though Dr. Hulztsch was of opinion that in most | 
cases it may have never existed at all. The rest were not JA 
very distinct and could be tentatively read as Sri-Ganga, - 
There were figures under the Bull, giving the following 
numbers :—3, 4, 8, 9, 13, 19, 31, 33, 34, and 44- Of these - 
3 occurs on one specimen, four on three, 13 and 19 on one | 
each, 31 on six, 33 on three, 34 on two and 44 on one. The 
single exception of a reverse type referred to above is that, on — 
this particular coin the oblong was wanting, . the legend 
Sri-Ganga is in rather large type and the figure 44 enclosed - 
between two upright strokes takes up the whole reverse. ia 


Nos. 25-26 were considered to be ornamental pieces, 
though they may have been struck from the same coin die, 
On the obverse side no. 26 has a rosette, while no. 25 hasa — 
Garuda figure standing to the left. The reverse of both the 
Pieces are blank. Dr, Hultzsch took the oblong to be Sa, an 
abbreviation of the word samvat, and thought that numbers : 
probably signifizd years, But he ascribed all the coins 
Anantavarmman Choda-Ganga.! 


. That these coins were issued by the Ganga kings 
Kalinga, there cannot be any doubt. But both Dr. Hulztsc 
and Dr. Hoernle seem to have gone too far in ascribing à 
these coins to Anantavarmman Choda-Gaüga, whereas it's 
not certain whether they were issued by the early or the latet - 
Gangas of Kalinga. These series of dates on the coins - 
described by Dr. Hoernle with every justification, may h 
been issued by the early Ganga kings, whose dates are n 
well known and not by Choda-Ganga alone. D 


According to Mr. R. Subba Rao, the Ganga and Kada 
gold coins are at present called varige-parikahe, which : 
brinjal seeds, as they look like them, and pija-chinhams, whic 
means symbols of worship, as they were used in the worshi x 
gods and Brahmins. They are generally found after heavy 
rains, at old historical places, like Kalinga-pattanam, Mukha 


li J.A.8. By 1897, pt. i, pp.314 1-45; 
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lingam, Dantapuram etc. They are also called Ganga-fanams 
or Matsya fanams according to the device they bear. About 
29 Ganga and Kadamba gold coins were described by ‘the 
same scholar. But unfortunately, he forgot to describe 
separately the Ganga and Kadamba issues and the plate 
accompanying his contribution was so badly produced that it is 
very difficult to check his descriptions. * 


In the coin cabinets of the Indian Museum, Calcutta, there 
is a fine specimen of the so-called Gajapati pagoda.? 


Observe :— Elephant standing to the right; symbol or 
character in front. 


Reverse :—An arabesque design. 
The coin is ascribed to Kapilendra by the late R. D. 
Banerji. : 


MUSLIM PERIOD COINS 


Most of the Muslim coins discussed below have already 
been published and the present writer was unable to ascertain 
whether additional materials do not exist in private hands, with 
two exceptions. First of these is Mr. P. Acharya, State Archzo- 
logist, Mayurbhanj, who stated that several late Mughal coins 
and those of East India Company are in the State Museum. 
Secondly comes Mr. P. C. Rath, B. Ed., Superintendent of 
Archeology, Patha State, who has also supplied me similar 
information. I have to thank Dr. A. S. Altekar for drawing 
my attention to the last named gentleman. It is high time 
that these coins should be examined and results published, even 
if they do not possess any intrinsic value. The earliest Muslim 
coin attributable to any part of Orissa, is one of Ikhtyar-ud-din 
(Mughis-ud-din Yuzbak, who governed Bengal from 644 
A. H.=1246 A.D. This coin was first noticed by Dr. A. F. R. 
Hoernle, who noted that the coin weighed 171 grains of 
silver; Mint: Lakhnauti; issued in the month of Ramzan 
653 A. H. (21255 A. D.). This money was said to be 
derived from the land revenue of Badan and Nawadiya, which 
were identified with Burdwan end Nadiya. The coin is now 
kept in the Indian Museum, Calcutta.” ^ The reading of the 
marginal legend on the reverse was challenged by the late 

R. D. Banerj who proposed to read it as ARZ-BARDAN 


1. . Journal of the Andhra Historicul Research Society, vol. v, pp. 249-60. 


9. V. A. Smith—Catalogue of Ooms in the Indian Museum, vol. i, p. 318, 
pl. xxx, no. 18, of. also History of Orissa, vol. 1, p. 804. I have considerable 
doubts about the term ‘arabesque.’ - 

. 8. J.4.8.B., 1881, pt. i, p. 61; H. N. Wright-Catalogue of Coins im the 
Indian Museum, vol. ii, pt. ii, p. 246, no. 6. Oxtord, 1907. 
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and Nudiya and identified it with Bardhan Kuti in north 
Bengal! But later in life he changed his opinion and decid. 
ed to read it as Armardan or ARZ-MARDAN and identified 
it with Umardan in Orisse.? We find the following 
information in the Vabakat-i-Nasirz. “The following year, 
however, Malik Yuzbak asked assistance from the court of 
Delhi, then marched an army from  Lakhnauti into the 
territory of Umardan, and unexpectedly reached the 
Rae's (Rae of Jajnagar) capital, which city (town) they style 
Umurdan. The Rae of that place retired before Malik Yuzbak 
and the whole of the Rae’s family.® ......... ...In his opinion 
Arz-Bardan was to be identified with Amardan or Umardan. 
Orissa was finally subdued by Sulaiman Karrani, but no 
coins of this prince or his son Daud Khan issued from any 
mint in Orissa have so far been found. 


The coins found at Parimalagiri in the Patna State, are 
a class by themselves. They were not found in a hoard, 
but in a small pot, by digging a hole and further by excava- 
tions. They are all of gold. and have been ascribed to | 
Chauhan King Ramadeva (c. 1212-1271 A. D.) All the coins J 
were of same type and weighed from 7:37 to 7:42 grains. 


Obverse :—In the centre Lion, in front of which is a conch. 3 
Above the lion wheel or chakra, totheleftof 1 
which is a pair of snakes. E 


Reverse :—Legend Sri Rama (1st line) 

Patana (2nd line) 

The third line gives dates in numerals.* 
The characters of the legend belong to e. 13th. century. 


Orissa was annexed to the Mu hal empire in the reign 
Akbar 982 A. H.— 1574 A, D. For MEM Ones was Ens 
to Daud Khan, to be held as a feofee of the emperor, but the 
former soon revolted with the result that Orissa became a 
part of Mughal dominions. It is Possible that coins wef 
issued in Akbar's name from some city in Orissa but : 
Specimen has been brought to our notice, The earliest coin 
"inte. Mughals Struck at Katak (Sic. Cuttak). belongs ` 
Ja WA egn dated sin’ 1036 IH and iS aa possessio. 
of Mr. H. Nelson Wright.5 The ancient city of Katak was, 
J.& P. A. S. B. (N. B.), vol. ix, p. 288. 
Hist. of Orissa., vo], i, p. 266. 


H.G. Raverty-Tabagat-i-Nāsiri, Vol. ii (transl) p.768, note 4. - 
J. N. S. T, v, pp. 61-4 = 


SOP O N 


Ca ? TWAA 5 : 
talogue of Coins in the Indian M: usum, vol III Introduction, P. 


ya 
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known in these days as Katak-Banaras. The coin cabinets 
of the Indian Museum have the following coins issued from 
Katak. 


Shahjehan...... 1 No. 960). 
Aurangzeb......... .6 (Nos. 1099, 1102, 1379-82). 
Farrukh-Siyar.......:. 1 (No. 1931). | 


In 1751 A. D., Orissa was ceded to the Marathas, but 
for the next six years, coins continued to be struck in the name 
of the titular Mughal emperor Ahamad Shah. To this period 
belongs the strange series of coins issued from Katak now in 
the Indian Museum.! Some coins with their mint at Katak 
are also kept in the Lahore Museum, now in Pakistan.” | 


Prof. A. S. Altekar suggested to me that enquiry should be 
made as to whether any other mint existed in Orissa during i 
Mughal times. So far we do not know of any other mint. But 
we cannot dogmatically assert that no other mints existed. It 
may be that other mint towns may come to light, if the coins in 
private collections become available for study. The object of f 
the present paper is to rouse popular interest in this neglected / 
branch of Indian Archaeology. Let me hope that it will 
induce private collectors to come forward with their coins for 
examination and publication, which will considerably help the 
progress of knowledge. 


l. Ibid, Introduction, p. 1viii Nos. 2111-12, 2114-84. 


2. Whitehead-Catalogue of Ccins in the Punjab Musen Lahoro, 
Vol. III Oxford, 1914. Introduction, p. Xov. 
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A UNIQUE GOLD TANKAH OF RUKNUDDIN IBRAHIMI | 
SULTAN OF DELHI. E 


1 


By Major P. S. TARAPORE, HYDERABAD DN. 


Metal. Gold. 
Wt. 167.97 grs. Size 1.15” 


“Mint. Delhi. Date 695 A. H. 
Obverse. Reverse. 
In double square within circle, 
eee o an tied) c alt] 
colli Goals y elly Wola 
kangoli eel FS yi 
NNI eia leal 
Margin 2 
clos yam; Ei] sD T : 
Kay ui) y ad Be PI. VIII A; 1 


This is the only gold tankah of this Khalji Sultan of Delhi — 
that has been discovered. Owing to his short regime his coins - 
are extremely rare and so far only two silver tankahs, and 
few billon and copper coins, are known?. 


LO Vide, The Goi Se 
Wright, page 105, “098 and Metrology of the Sultans of Delhi b. 
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: A UNIQUE GEMINI ZODIACAL HALF-RUPEE OF 
: JEHANGIR. 


By Major P. S. TARAPORE, HYDERABAD DN. 


Metal, silyer. | 
Wt., 85.64 grs ; size, :63" 3 | 
Mint, Ahmadabad. | 
Date 1027 H. Month Khurdad Illahi, represented by the 

Zodiacal sign Gemini | 


Obverse Reverse 
HOSA The couple embracing in sitting 
LPV posture ; behind, the sun. 


S | 
slol e. ; 
ab} weal ys PI. VIII A, 2 


Thisisthe only genuine Zodiacal Gemini half-rupee known, 
and is the same coin referred to in the Presidential Address 
of the Numismatic Society, 1946, as having been discovered 
by Mr. Gyani. (Vide J. N. S. I., Vol. VIII part II page 96). 
A Zodiacal half-rupee of Leo-Amardad, 13th R. Y. has already 
been published by Dr. Geo. P. Taylor in the N.S. No. V. 
Article 33, Pl. V-1. 


The regnal year is not visible on the reverse of the present 
coin, but it must be'the 13th year of Jehangir's accession, when 
he was at Ahmadabad. It is a known fact that the Zodiacal 
coins were inaugurated on 23rd Farwardi of 13 R. Y. Khurdad- 
Gemini XIII R. Y. began on the 26th Jamad-ul-Awaal 1027 
H. and ended on 27th Jumad-ul-Sani 1027 H. It could not 
possibly be of XIV R. Y.,as Khurdad-Gemini XIV R.Y. 
began on 7th fumed-ul.Sani 1028 H., whereas the coin under 
review is clearly of 1027 H. and, therefore, the regnal year 
must be the 13th. According to Jehangir's own Autobiography, 
Tujuk-i-Jehangiri I, it appears that he entered the city of 
Ahmadabad on Friday 7th Ardibihist in his 13th R. Y., corres- 
ponding to ist Jumadu-ul-Awaal 1027 H.! (Memoirs of Jehangir 
Vol. II, p. 9, translated by Rodgers & Beveridge) and left the 
place for Agra on 21st Shahrivar in his 13th R. Y.,* correspond- 


1. Memoirs cf Jehangir. Tr. by Rodgers and Beveridge, vol. II, p. 9 
2. Ibid, pe 31 
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ing to 22nd Ramazan 1027 H. ; i.e. he stayed at Ahmadah 
for almost 4 months and 15 days due to an outbreak of " 
virulent epidemic of plague at Agra, which compelled him tg | 
remain during that period at Ahmadabad in spite of its - 
unhealthy and unsuitable climate. As the climate of Guja 
was very pleasant during the monsoon, Jehangir decided to - 
spend the monsoon of 1027 H. in Ahmadabad and then proceeded _ 
to Agra, his capital. This clearly indicates that the coin must 
have been struck at Ahmadabad during the month of Khurdad _ 
(Gemini) between 26th Jumad-ul-Awaal 1027 H. and 27th. 
Jamad-ul-Sani 1027 H., when Jehangir was residing there. — - 


Taking allthe evidence into consideration and the valuable 
table published in N. S. No. XLI article 281 “The Chronology - 
ofthe Zodiacal coins" by late Prof. S. H. Hodivala, this 
Zodiacal half-rupee is a genuine piece, as shown by artistical, 
chronological and historical considerations. Further more, it 
was struck from a die for silver coins. ES 
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ANOTHER UNIQUE SILVER COIN OF SIKANDAR 
SHAH OF GUJARAT. - 


BY MAJOR P. S. TARAPORE, HYDERABAD DN. 


In an article published by Mr. C. R. Singhal of the Prince 
of Wales Museum, Bombay, a unique coin of Sikandar Shah 
òf Gujarat, which was not hitherto known, was figured and 
brought to the notice of numismatists. The coin is now with 
the Archzological Department of Baroda. The coin was 
dated 932 A. H. and the weight 209:5 grs. and size '9” with 
a mint mark 7 over > of ji&« such as is found on Muhammada- 
bad alias Champaneir Mint of Gujarat Sultans (J. W. S. T. 
Vol. IV Page 151—153, Pl. XIII C). I have a similar coin 
of the same denomination weighing 207:869 grs., :92" in size 
and dated 932 A. H. but an extra 'Alif' is found on the 
obverse between & and & thus «vk is written Wik which 
is evidently a die-cuttet’s mistake. This coin is figured below 
together with another unique coin of smaller denomination, } 
of the full of 30 unit piece, of the same ruler, the weight of 
which is 103-39 grs. size :8" and date 932 A. H. (PI. VIII A, 3-4). 
This coin however has no similar mint mark on thereverse, but 
a small circle over 2 of jhe and was probably issued from 
another mint. " 


Obverse. Reverse. 
Within a circle scalloped circle In scalloped circle as on 
with dots between them. obverse. 
lis] aul MTANI, 
5 ue de 
ee) poo. Qt 
y! yob ce yakua 
ERS 


Mint mark O over S of jile 
PI. Vill A 3-4 
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'mint-name Ahmadabad are an instance of a numismatic puzzle, 


“Now coins struck in Persia by Nadir Quli, the founder of the — 


'rupee and a half rupee to the renowned scholar Rodgers, 


. they had heard how he had made his soldiers yield up th 
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AHMADABAD COINS OF NADIR SHAH, 


By Mr. M. K. THaKORE, B.A., LL. B., BOMBAY Crvir, 
SERVICE (JDL.), CIVIL JUDGE, KOPARGAON. 


Coins of Nadir Shah of the year A. H. 1152 bearing the 
Referring to these coins the late Dr. G. P. Taylor said; | 


Afsharid Dynasty, bear precisely this legend; and the Hijri — 
year 1152 or 1739-40 of the Christian Era, is the very year 
in which that monarch swooped down on Hindiastan with his 
destroying host, returning only after the terrible massacre in the "al 
streets of Dehli and its fifty-eight days’ sack....... EM 
nowhere appears, however, that Nadir Shah marched in the — 
direction of Ahmadabad; and it thus becomes an interesting 
problem to account for the issue of rupees in his name struck, - 
if the legend tell truly, in this (Ahmadabad) city.” 1 


Dr. Taylor who was thus intrigued by these coins sent a 


who as a provisional solution of the problem suggested that 
“these coins had been struck by the good folk of Ahmadaba 
in a panic of fear, lest Nadir Shah might suddenly present 
himself and his army in the neighbouring district. Doubtless - 


plunder they had obtained in Dehli and with it caused rupe 
to be struck in Shahjahanabad. Hence Momin Khan, t 
Mughal Viceroy of Gujarat, and his advisers in “th 
(Ahmadabad) city may have thought the best thing they coul 
do would be to coin the like rupees at their mint tooi 
anticipation of the tyrant’s dreaded coming, and then go fo 
to meet him, bearing in their hands these evident tokens 0 
submission. i 


thus pacified, would not hand over their city to the hort S 
of a sack by Savage soldiery."? 


t These coins were 
in his admirable 
Ahmadabad"?, 
Bedar Bakht, 


next considered by Mr. A. Mast 
paper on  *'Post-Mughal Coins 
After discussing the Ahmadabad coin 
Which, he concluded were minted, no 


l On S ASA : x ; ; 
Geo P. Taylor, M. ne 5 EN dlustrating the History of Gujarat By the Re 


En ujarat College Magazine—page 78. 
8. N.S. No, XXII. 
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Ahmadabad, but at Shahjahanabad, he proceeds: ‘For the 
coins. of Bedar Bakht I have referred to,—we have I think, 
an exact parallel in Nadir Shah’s issue of 1152 A. H. It is 
well known that Nadir Shah had no connection with Gujarat. 
He conquered Dehlt and imprisoned the Emperor. Watson 
(B. G. page 322) says, 'except that coin was struck in Nadir's 
name, the collapse of Mughal power caused little change in 
Gujarat. It is probably just as true to say that the collapse 
of Mughal power caused no change in Gujarat. Ahmadabad 
was in joint possession of the powerful Momin Khan and the 
Maratha Rangoji. Neither of them was likely to recognize 
a foreign invader to the extent of striking coins in his name. 
Nadir Shah is said to have converted a portion of the plunder 
of Dehli into coin at Shahjahanabad, and from the similarity. 
of style of the Ahmadabad to the other pieces of the invader, 
probability seems to be on the side of the Ahmadabad as well 
as the coins with other “Mint” names being all struck at one 


20 


time in. Dehli. 


The last word on the subject however has not been said. 
I, therefore, venture to suggest that the clue to this problem 
lies in the pages of Mirat-i-Ahmadz, and supports the pro- 
visional explanation offered by Rodgers. I give below the 
relevant Persian text! and its translation?. ? ; 
e co oeio qup yo pE & sho. ala) i! &$ sla ot siot. (1) 

Ka msala sella. 5) J$ sl i> E52 9 i o2 eit] Jo Py Jey 
Yos GWE, eA Gil, glial à 5 Ho? wa |, slok 3 5 c JF ehh. à 
aids ol, aes! lor 


čz] ey yË boys & all ub code sj «5 ge aul ya l 
tw) olay 


Éo gy y pombe 45 Sl wal y & GEE 94 1) 829 tle 
sio Db daz _ yd. Salles] PES ise, U as sla ob Ku C29 ply fore Reger | Aa 
aku i =33d5) 30; bo, en PH u nada edt 
aL al} ala Os 20525 ey walozi gola sla ole cxblle » cale cuum 
Bldg as y yje Ji hall ema yh po silt skisa coydllo 59 mue ub oye 
: TE I I AEST 59 999 
cile , cif bs oly! Bly Gh wlio yè pinay steel as til! (+) 
webb uo URL], y al, p Aita gush Mn] mi y jud eS] pa col? 
Aya hajaja Said wwa Oyy jl oy WE cto xy le kwija lee leila 5 
Boyle] Sy) aod] OWL ois ly arb bi cual Este Eile pad, Sem yy 
$9 C$ eua upub ply he ujao jS esté ela oily lols del ses 
lis atlas] uus SEG Shwe less o lon uis XU Bay a oh be 
Kala es By) yg eue) S5 als) uy Sl! Auka yy je Au 5 
— 52 BN ul es ulis & Sal biw Joys ym 3332, OE SERI 


as ‘Mirati-Ahmadi, Persian text, edited by Syed Nawal Ali, Ma 
dE NS Oriental Series, Volume XXXIV, passage (1) page 252, passage (2) 

by : d 
TA To my ‘knowledge no English translation of ths part of Miratii 
bmadi has been published ; hence I have given my own translation: 
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(1) “Emperor (Shahanshah) Nadir Shah, who had Come p 
from Persia with a big army with intention of making a tri w 
to the spring-like garden of India, reached forty x el 
from the capital (Darul-Khilafat) and after engagement ina hi 
big battle, peace was established. Hostility turned into fc 
friendship and both the kings got an occasion like the assemb]. tt 
ing of the sun and the moon; and they entered the capital 8 
(Darul-Khilafat) together; and the two planets appeared in m 
conjunction on the Asad Burj of Arak fort. Even though the M 
events which took place there, and in other countries have no | su 
place in the writing of this book, which is written to narrate de 
the history of the province of Gujarat, yet this information | th 
has been given here because so long as Nadir Shah was in the A 
capital (Darul-Khilafat), coins, that is daraham and dinzma e 
bearing on one side the following verse, were struck in some pt 
towns of India :— i: 
“He is the Sultan over the Sultans of the world ; the king m 
| of kings, Nadir, the lord of. conjunction (Sahib Oiran),. And de 
; on the other side : “God preserve the kingdom” and the name hi 
of the place of the mint.. On the sixteenth day of the sacred th 
; month of Muharram in the year one thousand ane hundred and hi: 
fifty-two some such Tupees and asharafis were struck in the CO 
mint at Ahmadabad. m 
(2) "On the twentieth day of the month of Safar of that of 
year, Nadir Shah had proceeded towards Persia ; and the king- W 
ship was again confirred on that holy emperor ; and hence ; 
sacred orders, announcing his departure and conferring powers Al 
on the governors and civil officers of the empire were issued. 
Mömin Khān on receiving such an order in his name, went to co 
vama Masjid on the day of Jum’a. The Khatib recited ne 
pleasing Khusba adorned with the titles of that holy, noble as 
and great emperor in the presence of the high and the low foi 


and was presented With a robe of honour. Coins in the name 


i M benevolent emperor were also struck in the mint (Daru- 
se ) and hence the asharafis and rupees became lustrous: 1 
S coins in the name of Nadir Shah had not been.struck.in | 


wl 
inet umbera at Ahmadabad, they were broken. But do 
pent pu (Arkati) coins brought from the Deccan have — frc 
TN br RU which have become mixed up with different coj 
cient and new coj n m 

they are scarcely seen,’ ns of other countries, and h 


According to Mira: 5 $ PA 
j “Be aren; 
struck, not at Debi, by Ahmadi, therefore, these coins We 


; but at Ahmadabad, as evidenced by th 
I i , as evidenced by 
WA AA Mirat-i- Ahmadi has been unanimously 
wa | € a remarkable, important and reliable histor! 
work, S considered very important. from a historic 
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point of view as the author narrates events of which not only 
was he an eye-witness, but in the happenings of which 
either he, his father or his friends took part, and thus made 
history.".! Says Sir Jadunath Sarkar, “For the half century 
following the death of Aurangzeb (in 1707), the Mzrat gives 
the fullest history of the civil' wars among the Mughal 
generals, the Maratha incursions, and the natural cala- 
mities and popular disorders which attended the fall of the 
. Mughal empire in that province. In fact we have no 
œ such complete, graphic and systematic account of that 
decline and fall in any of our proviuces."? The author of 
this history, Ali Muhammad Khan, who was educated at 
Ahmadabad, was appointed Superintendent of Cloth-market 
on the death of his father and eventually became Diwan of the 
province of Gujarat in A. H. 1161 (A. D. 1747), that is, nine 
years after the invasion of Nadir Shah. The details about the 
legend on the coins, the exact date on whlch they were minted 
and information about breaking up this currency after the 
departure of Nadir Shah, indicate first hand knowledge. The 

historian specifically says that the events which took place at 
the time of Nadir Shah's invasion have no connection. with the 

history of Gujarat and yet he refersto them only because 

coins in the name of the invader were struck in Ahmadabad. 

mint. There is, therefore, no reason to doubt the version 

of this historian, which I submit must be accepted as correct 

without any reservation. It can, therefore, be concluded that 

Nadir Shah’s coins of Ahmadabad mint were struck at 

Ahmadabad. 


The arguments advanced by Mr. Masters may be briefly 
considered. The motive for striking these coins need not 
necessarily have been recognition of foreign invader and could 
as well have been the instinct of self preservation, & powerful 
force governing actions of man, which may have prompted 
those in power at Ahmadabad to adopt this course as a 
stratagem, to play upon the vanity of the conqueror, if he, 
invaded their city and thereby to try to save it fromthe calamity 
which overtook Dehli. The argument based on style is of; 
doubtful value and looses its significance in view of the evidence 
from a reliable original source. I, therefore, submit that these 
coins were struck at Ahmadabad, which mint name they bear, 
and not at Shahjahanabad as suggested by Mr. Masters, 


Mom LEAL AU MEI mod RÀ e MÁS WA 


1. Diwan Bahadur, K. M. Jhaveri, M A., LL. B., at page 751, Vol. 9; Part 


4, of his Gujarati translation of M trat-i-Ahmadi, published by Gujarat Verna- 
cular Society. 


2. Foreword, by Jadunath Sarkar, O. I. E., to Mirat-idhmadi Parsian 
text, Port IT, Gaekwad’s Oriental Series, Volume XXXIV, ; 
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COINS STRUCK BY THE EARLY ARAB GOVERNORS | 
OF SIND A 

By MAHAMAHOLADHYAYA PANDIT BISHESHWAR Naty J 
REU, JODHPUR 


In the time of Walid, the Caliph, Hajjaj, Viceroy of the | 
Eastern Provinces of the Caliphate, sent Imad-ud-din Muham- d* 
mad (son of Qasim), who was his cousin and also son-in-law, 
with six thousand Syrian horse, against Dahir, the then ruler 
of Sind. The latter had ere this defeated two commanders 
of Hajjaj sent to meet him. Muhammad arrived at Tatta 
in the autumn of 711 A. D. and after a number of encounters 
killed Dahir and completed his task within two years. Thi 
hold lasted actually up to 871 A. D., whereafter two of the 
Arab chiefs established themselves independently, one at 
Multan and the other at Manstrah. The possession of the 
latter chief extended from Mansürah to the sea coast, which 
nearly comprised the territory now known as Sind province. 
Although both of them were virtually independent, yet they 
were nominally supposed to be under the allegiance of the 
Caliphs upto the 11th century A. D. when Mahmud of Gha 
began to devastate Northern. India. 


After the death of Walid, the Caliph, his succes 
appointed successive governors of Sind of whom Junaid 
(724 to 743 A. D.) carried his arms farther into India. pu 

We learn from ‘Fatahul Baldan' that Junaid, the 
governor of Sind, sent his army against Marmad (Marwar); 
Mandal, Dalmag (perhaps Kamlej of Bombay Presidency). 
Barus (Bharoch), Ujjain, Malwa, Baharimad (Bahadm 
Albelmal (Bhinmal) and Jajra (Gujrat). 


Further, a copper grant of Kalachuri Samvat 490 
796 =739 A.D.) of Pulakesi (Avanijanasraya) of Lata (Guj 
a feudatory of the Chalukyas of Badami, states that the 
(Arabs), with the help of their swords, ravaged Sind, K 
ae Kathiawar) and the territories of Ch 
» “urjaras etc, and in order to conquer the D 
they first inváded Navasari (in Gujrat). But Pulakesi, 
a stiff resistance, Succeeded in defeating him and for th 
of bravery Vallabharaja honoured him with the grant of 
aue viz i—"Dakshinapathasadhara" (support of the 
"Chalukkikulalaükara (Jewel of the Chalukya d 
"Prithvi-vallabha" (beloved of the Earth), and “Aniva! 
nivartayttri" (repeller of the unrepelled), = 


ee 
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As Junaid was the governor of Sind from 724 to 743 
A.D. and Pulakesi ruled from 731 to 739 A. D., it is clear 
that they were contemporaries and the events mentioned above 
might have taken place in their times. : 


From the Gwalior inscription of Pratihara Bhoja-deva, 
we learn that in the time of Nagabhatta I (Nagavaloka), 
‘Valacha’ (the Baluchis) invaded Marwar from Sind. 


About 6,585 silver coins of the early governors of Sind, 
belonging to the 7th and 8th centuries of the Christian era, 
were unearthed at Mandore, (the old capital of Marwar), 
Chohatan (in Mallani, a district of Marwar adjoining Sind) 
and Degana (a town in Merta district, in the north-east of 
Marwar). A number of these coins have been deciphered and 
full particulars of the coins in question, along with the names 
of the Arab governors of Sind in whose names they were 
struck, are given below. 


Further, as far as we know, there is not a single known 
collection, which has such a large number of these coins. 


These are small and thin silver coins measuring 0.4 of an 
inch (or about 10 millimeters)? in diameter. Their weight is about 
7 to 9 grains? (or “453 to ‘533 grammes), the thickness is 1/28th 
of an inch and they contain the legend in Arabic characters, 


Further, some of them show the mark of the crescent, but 
on others it is left out owing to their tiny size. 


(1) Coin of Amir Abdullah 


‘Obverse : Reverse 
Yj «ij y Sete 
$02, [3j] Jy 
4 c5 y : ya yj syl 
NECS 
Là ilah il Muhamad 
lillah vahad hw Rasil | 

la sharzk lah Allah al Amir 

Abdullah? 
PI. IX. 1 
(2) Coin of Vali Abdullah 

ah WL al 
DUE : >o wma 
yobs Uy) 


Hegligibie, - ; SA E kiana BATA MB 
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85) 
ye 
Ya lillah valz! Lillah 
Abdullah Muhamad 
va Nasir. Rasul 
Allah 
Omar 
(2) Coin of Muhamad 
$ «ub ay 
dete dete 
yobs dy» 
aj] 
Ya lillah bah Lillah 
Muhamad Muhamad 
Va Nasir Rasūl 
Allah 
Muhamad 
Obverse ; Reverse 
(4) Coin of Bani Amrawiya 
39 sus b xy 
Hh wee 
[3 
ya lillah Bani Dinan 
Amraviyah Muhamad 
Alnasr Rasil - 
Allah: 
Omar. 
: (5) Coin of Banu Aliviya 
72 8l 6 
M sw 
Spy slo 
Dama 
yai 
ya) 
84; 
ae -oue 
ya lüla) Ban eer 
liviviyah Lillah 
en, Muhamad 
impressed on sack gta? tin 


J Size of these coins full lerena 
} f wend i 
m amha Bee coin; we hayo however given the fu 


PI, IX, 2 


PRIX 3 — 


PI. IX. 
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Alnasr Rusil 
Allah 
Ali 
PI. IX. 5 
(8) Coin of Banu Abdurrahman 
ja SU & su 
cre y lae Dem 
mt, mms 
x 
una ylos 
ya lillah Banu Lillah 
Abdurrahman — . Muhamad 
; va Nasir, Jiasid 
Allah 
Abdurrahman. 
PL. IX- 6 
(7) Coin of Muhammad? 
yo WL 5 al 
yobs 3 Jy~y E | z 
$ JI 
sy 
X dete 
Ya lillah Nasr Lnllah 
Muhamad Muhamad' 
va Nasir Rasil 
Allah 
Muhamad. 
PI. 1X. 7 


The differences occuring in the readings given above from. 
the readings printed in the catalogue complied by Chas. J.. 
Rodgers have been thoroughly checked and found to be. correct. 


: We hope some scholar will kindly publish. the actual 
dates of the. governorships of the persons, whose‘names are. 
found on. these coins. - NEM 


In conclusion we may add that we will try toexamine 
the remaining coins of this hoard and will publish the result in 
this: journal in due course. Exc os 


l. The: coins of this type differ from those mentioned above, hénoe tt: 
is probable that they belong to different persons. Further there is also 
& difference in the last letter of the first line on the obverse of these coins and 
9 the-revarse the fourth line differs in full. : SELON 


© RUALER 
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_. MACHINE-MADE COINS OF HYDERABAD. 


By Mr. Hurmuz Kaus, HYDERABAD 


In his article, “The Story of Hyderabad Coinage",in 4 
the Indian States Forces Annual for 1943, Mr. H. C. H, 
Armstead, Ex-Mintmaster of Hyderabad, says, “In the year 
1858 (1274 Hijri) all mints throughout India were abolished 
except. those of a very few privileged States, and the two 
Government of India mints in Bombay and Calcutta. At 
the same time, the name and title of Delhi Emperor no longer - / 
appeared on the Hyderabad coins, since the association which 4 
had hitherto existed between Delhi and Hyderabad was 
severed with the dissolution of the Moghul Empire" - 
Regarding the machine-made coins he says, “But in 1895 — 
(1312 Hijri) the first minting machinery was introduced, and - 
a class of coin known as *Charkhi’ made its appearance". 3 


In his “Notes on the Handminting of the Coins of India”,” — 
Mr. Faramji K. Viccaji, Ex-Assistant Mintmaster of the 
Hyderabad Mint, says that the 1312 Hijri Charkhi Rupees 
were the first machine-made and milled coins of Hyderabad. 
It is curious to note that both these gentlemen, so closely - 
connected with the minting of Hyderabad coins, should 
unaware of the fact, that, the Charkhi rupee of 1312 Hijri is 
not the first machine-made coin of Hyderabad. Capt. P. 


in this Journal, Vol V, Part I, June 1943, Plate V, Coin no 1 
which he rightly describes as decidedly the first machine-mai 
coin of Hyderabad. Fortunately I possess a proof in copper 
PI. VIII B, 1, answering exactly to Capt. Tarapore's descripti 
of. his coin, and is evidently the proof, approved and accepted, 
for the first machine made coin of Hyderabad. 1 

Mr. Manik Rao, 


the author of- are 2 de 3 
and illustrates the Ch of- Bustan-e-Asafia,? descr. 


ulus! iarkhi rupee referred to by Mr. Armst 
but is silent regarding the rupee mentioned by Capt. P 
Tarapore. Mr. Manik Rao also gives the date of introductio 
of minting machinery as 1312 Hiji. Pobably Mr. Armste 
source of information is Mr. “Manik. Rao's book Busta 


1. “Notes on the Hani main i ù E 
; I-minting of the € , 
Me Qo WA See eee pred en RS 
] Sion of Mr. E. A. Smith in 'ggrígg and c ri 
tion by A. V. Pillai d Sons, Hyderabad, Decent, ta lapa i T EE E 
2. “Bustan-e- Asafia” by Manik R on * 
Islam Press, Hyderabad, Deocan, 1997 Hija, 
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-Asafia, an exhaustive work on Hyderabad of the last century, 
compiled from authentic and official sources. sone 

The following is a free translation of a note ‘which 

appeared in *Musheer-e-Decean",! an Urdu daily of Hyder- 

abad, dated the 17th Sha'aban 1314 . Hijri, corresponding to 
2]st January 1896 :— wa 1 


' "COUPLETS FOR THE NEW COINS.” ~ 


“We remember to have mentioned in one of our back 
numbers that couplets- were required and. proposed for the 
new coins. Hence Maharaja Kishen Pershad Bahadur,” a 
‘cultured ‘nobleman of Hyderabad and a poet of distinction, 
composed a couplet for the new coins; on which commentaries 
have appeared in Journals like *Ab-e-Zar", but nothing has 
been decided as yet regarding the couplet. Persian scholars | 
are also taxing their brains in composing couplets for the new | 
coins. For the time being we mention the couplets composed 
by Syed Ghulam Bhika of Peshawar, whose poetic name fs 
“Musafir’, which appeared in the daily “Vafadar”. dated the 
-1st January 1897. - Some of the coupléts are quite suitable 
for the coins, which are as follows: SENI 


is ger ar ale Uum ge j y erento of HE es (1) 
- 88s dy alls GIS sams (i 50 Slay yee y? G24 jl ufo sl oy Ka (DY 
co BIE gle yaua phe QUERN me Jol d% he (3)? 
finis 2d gala ule Wa yaa (ae mp 8d BLE yy y euy? 95 ku (4) 
We why) OD BE ule Gye te o coy ASS I y y twp? oj £e (5) 
Though all the above couplets are suitable for the new coins, 
we ptefer No. 4., as it shows plainly the virtues of our august 
Ruler. We hope that our popular Nawab Madar-ul-Maham 
Bahadur and the Mint Committee would kindly approve of 
this couplet for the new coins". 3 


The Charkhi rupee described and illustrated by Mr. 
Armstead and Mr. Manik Rao does not show the denomination. 
I have several coins of this period dating from 1312 to 1318 
Hijri PI. VIII B, 2. “Musheer-e-Deccan”’ of 27th Muharram 1314 
Hijri corresponding to the 9th July 1896, protests against the 
issue of coins not showing denominations, and also suggests that 
the new coins of Hyderabad should not only show the 
denominations, but also the bust of the Ruler on the obverse. 


1. Musheer-e-Deccan'* is the oldest daily of Hyderabad. It was formerly 
known as “Deccan Panoh”, but from 21st Maroh 1892 it was renamed 
“‘Musheer-e-Deccan”. 

2. Yamin-us-Saltanat, Maharaja Sir Kishen Pershad Bahadur., K. 0.1. E, 
G. 0. I.E. was the hereditary Paishkar of Hyderabad and was also the 
pendent of H, E. H. The Nizam’s Exeoutlve Council, His poetic name > 

ad", | 


10 
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From the above facts it is concluded, 


(1) that, minting machinery was first introduced in 1305 E 
Hijri (1887/88 A. D.) and not in 1312 Hijri (1894/05 A, D, 
as mentioned by Mr. Armstead and Mr. Manik Rao. 


(2) that, Capt P. S. Tarapore's coin No 14 is decidedly — 
the first machine-made coin of Hyderabad. Mr. Armstead's 
Fig. 3, Mr Manik Rao's Fig. 1 and my Fig 2; all three showing - 
no denominations, belong to the second issue of the machine. - 
made coins of Hyderabad. : 


(3) that, Capt. P. S. Tarapore's Nos. 15 to 19, showing 
denominations belong to the third issue of the machine-made 
coins of Hyderabad. 


(4) that, couplets like those found on the coins of the 
Mughal Emperors were suggested for the coins of Hyderabad 
also, but were not approved by the authorities, 


(5) that, it was suggested to show the effigy of the Ruler 
on the coins of Hyderabad, but this was also not approved by 
the authorities. : E- 

(6) that, the first machine-made coin of Hyderabad (Cap! 
P.S. Tarapore’s No. 14) was in circulation for a very s 
time, hence it is extremely rare. S 
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IDENTITY OF KACHAGUPTA 


By Dr. A. S. ALTEKAR, BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY. 


The identity of Kachagupta has been baffling the 
historians and numismatists of Ancient India for nearly a 
century. We cannot even now say that we are in a position 
to solve the problem. It would be however desirable to sum 
up our knowledge and to test the various theories in the light 
of recent discoveries, especially of the Bayana hoard of 
Gupta coins. 


Before we proceed to discuss the problem, it will be conve- 
nient to give a brief account of the coins of Kachagupta. The 
only type known till recently was the following :— 


Obverse: King, nimbate standing to left, wearing a 
close-fitting cap, coat and trousers, earrings, 
necklace and armlets, holding Chakradhvaja in 
left hand and offering oblations on altar with 
the right. Under king’s left arm, written 
vertically, Kacho gamavajitys divarı karmabhi- 
ruttamairjayati. 


Reverse: Goddess Lakshmi, nimbate standing to left on & 
circular, mat wearing sari, bodice, upper garment, 
earrings, necklace and armlets, holding lotus in 

.the tight hand and cornucopiae in the left. 
Symbol on the left, but in the centre and not 
at the top. On the right, Sarvarajochchhetta. 


In the Bayana hoard, 15 coins of this type were found, 
along with one of a slightly different variety showing minor 
variations. The main type is the same, but the king wears 
a dhott and the goddess on the reverse holds a pasa instead 
of the flower in the right hand. 


The weight of these coins varies from 111 to 118 grains, 
which is the case with the coins of Samudragupta as well. 
The figure of the king is strikingly similar to that of Samudra- 
gupta. 

The different views about the attribution of the coins of 
Kacha may be mentioned here at the outset. The early view 
that Kacha is the same as Ghatotkacha, the father of Chan- 
dragupta I, is no longer advocated by any scholar. There 
can be no doubt that Ghatotkacha was a mere feudatory and 
did not issue any coins whatsoever. On most coins, the king's 
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name is clearly spelt as Kacha and not as Kacha, and it js 
very unlikely that Ghatotkacha could have ever been con. 
tracted into Kacha. 

There is ample evidence to show that Kacha was a ruler 
of the Gupta dynasty and ruled not far from the time of 
Samudragupta. His coins have been found along with the 
-coins of- early Gupta emperors; the 25 coins of the: Tanda 
Shoard - contained - the coins only of Chandragupta . I, 
‘Samudragupta and Kacha; the constitution of the hoard 
‘suggests that all these rulers belonged to the same dynasty 
-and were not far removed in time from one another.! 


"The posture and attitude of Kacha resembles that of 
Samudragupta on the Standard type and the standing - goddess 
on the reverse is remarkably similar to the standing deity on 
the reverse of the Tiger-slayer and Asvamedha types of 
Samudragupta. 


At present there are two main views about the attribution 
of the Kacha coins. According to one school Kacha was identical 
with Samudragupta; according to the other he was different 
from him, but came soon either before or after him. The 
evidence is unfortunately not sufficiently conclusive to decide 
in favour. of either view. How evenly balanced are the argu- 
ments in this controversy can be easily understood when we 
note how a scholar like V. A. Smith veered from one view 
to another more than once.?* 


ro f 1 — eM e 


FT* e N r 09M IAA UON HA AA 


á “In favour of the identity of Kacha with Samudragupta 
it can be pointed out 


(a) how the average weight of his coins is the same as that 
of the other types of Samudragupta, viz, about 116 grains ; 


(b) how his obverse le 
uttamatr-divam jayati is m 
legend — Apratiratho 
occurring on the Arch 


(c) how the reverse of his coins is closely similar to that : 


of the re E 2 : 
sn Re M the Tiger-slayer and Asvamedha ag) of 


s wm A Ch rP 


gend Kacho gamavajitya Tarmabhir- 
merely a paraphrase of the obverse 
vijitya kshitim sucharitair divam Jayat, — 
er type of Samudragupta ; Ee 


"earlier view that the-t 


1, J. R, A. S., 1889, p, E 
Samudragupta and Kicha ot | 
B EAE and belonged to the same dynasty. In the Bayana hoard of Ng - 
Kaoha ae a ‘4 emperors alone were represented, we find 16- coins of 

; ; fs EU 9 of Chandragupta I and 178 of Samudragupta.. : 
and jeudi ue Pp, 70-76 Smith advoonted the identity óf 
iR: ign aa Hs ; in ; R. A. S., 1893 P. 95 he accepted Rapson’s view ths 

tab; in I d. 1902 pp. 259-60 we find him vering 00 
ud TE identical. Fleet and Allan accept the identit, 
moon P27; B. M.C.,-G. D., Introduction, p. 2x5 


AME or 


of the two rulers..C, T, T. 
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(d). how the reverse legend on the Kacha coins, sarvarajo- 
chchhetta is an epithet invariably given to Samudragupta alone 
in the Gupta records ;! : 


(e) and how the difference in name need not be an 
insuperable obstacle in the identity of the two rulers. 
Devagupta and Chandragupta ‘are known to have been both 
the names of the famous Vikramaditya; in the same way 
Kacha may have been the original and familiar name of 
. Samudragupta, the latter title being adopted by him when 
the Gupta empire eventually extended to the Bay of Bengal. 


The above arguments are not however conclusive. Thus 
(a) can only show that Kacha cannot be later than the time of 
Chandragupta II, when the average weight of the Gupta gold 
coins went up to 125 or 126 grains. Argument (b) is also 
inconclusive ; for mere paraphrasing of a legend need not 
prove identity. The legend in question occurs in almost the 
same form on the Swordsman type of Kumaragupta I, where 
we have Ga@mavajitya sucharitaith Kumaragupto divarı jayati. 
Surely we cannot argue that Kumaragupta I is identical with 
Kacha or Samudragupta because of the above striking resem- 
blance in the wording of the legends. Argument (c) can only 
show that Kacha coins were issued soon after the Tiger-slayer 
and the ASvamedha types of Samudragupta; they may have 
been issued by him or by his successor or by a rival. ; 


Arguments (d) and (e) are weighty ; they render it pro- 
bable that Samudragupta may have had like Chandragupta. II, 
two names, and both may have been accepted for, his 
coinage; the epithet of Kacha, sarvarajochchhetta, would show 
that he is to be identified with Samudragupta to whom alone 
it is given in the official Gupta inscriptions. 


These arguments however are not conclusive, and we are 
inclined to think it more probable that Kacha was different 
from Samudragupta. Chandragupta had no doubt another 
familiar name, viz. Devagupta. But he never allowed it to 
appear on his coinage. One may wonder whether Samudra- 
gupta would have permitted his familiar name to “appear on 
his coins, supposing he had one such. Sarvarajochchhetta was no 
doubt made. a special title of Samudragupta, but only by later 


Se Dit 2 


. 1. In the Poona and Ri&hur plates of Prabhavatigupta, sarvarajochehhetta 
is given’as an epithet of Ohandragupta II. These plates betray gross oareless- 
ness ; for instance, they describe Ohandragupta I and even Samudragupta: as 
mere Mahfrajas ; we need not therefore conclude that the title sarvarajochohetta 


Was really used of any ruler other than Samudragupta merely on the strength. 


of these Vákátaka records, 
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Gupta records. Samudragupta himself did not adopt fus 
title and there is nothing impossible in its being adopted by an 


immediate successor of the great emperor, prior to its being P t 
assigned to him hy his later successors. | = 
$ | 1 
The following arguments tend to show that Kacha. was | p 
different from Samudragupta. Je 


(1) Gupta emperors have used different birudas on the | fc 
obverse and reverse of their coins; but as far as the personal or _ 
proper name is concerned, it is one and the same for each ruler, - 


: PRU. cc 

and it occurs under his arm. This circumstance would render 93 A 

it very probable,—but not certain,—that Kacha, which occurs YA m 
H 


under the arm of the issuer, is his personal name and that he 
is therefore different from Samudragupta, who generally puts 
his own name Samudra or Samudragupta at that place. 


(2) Chakradhvaja of Kacha is quite peculiar to him and 
occurs on the coins of no other Gupta emperor. This givesa - 
particular individuality to Kacha and suggests,—but does not 


prcve,—that Kacha is quite distinct from other known Gupta — tc 
emperors, who do not put this banner on their coins. 

(3) If Kacha were identical with Samudragupta, his el 
chakradhvaja should have occurred on some other types of is 
Samudragupta. It however occurs on none of them. m 

(4) Similarly, if we accept the identity of Kacha wi di 
Samudragupta, it is difficult to explain why Kacha, the hi 
familiar name of the emperor, should be confined to the T 
Chakradhvaja type and why it should occur on none ofh al 
other numerous types like the Standard or the Archer typ 
where the name is engraved under the arm. | R 

The assumption that Kacha was different from Samudr © 
gupta does not however solve the problem ; it only rendersi a 
more complicated as no such Gupta ruler is known either to D 
epigraphy or to literature, Several official Gupta genealo d 
have been handed down to us;they are however unaware | 
any such ruler, i z 

m 

pasa: D. Banerji was of opinion that Kacha coins. K 
x: E medals issued by Samudragupta in mem . EX 
que A who had died in the war of liberation!. Thi fe 
genious theory ; sarvarajochehhettz on the reverse If 


Suggest the name of the issuer and Kacha on the obvers 


1. 


The Age of the Imperial Guptas, Dp. 9-10 
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Commemorative coins or medals are not however known 
to Hindu tradition and there is no evidence to show that 
Samudragupta had really a brother named Kacha, who was 
killed in the Kushana war. A passage in the Bhavishyottara- 
puraya no doubt suggests that Kacha was a half-brother of 
Samudragupta, but this passage seems to bea 19th century 
forgery and has not yet been traced to the original.! 


Numismatic evidence makes it quite certain that Kacha 
coins are undoubtedly later in time than the Standard and 
Archer types of Samudragupta ; we cannot therefore suppose 
that Kacha was a brother of Samudragupta, who disputed his 
succession and was successful in ruling for a short time towards 
the beginning of Samudragupta’s reign. If Kacha was 
different from Samudragupta, as seems very probable, we must 
place him later than that emperor, for the reverse of his coins 
undoubtedly presupposes the reverse of the Tiger-slayer and 
the As$vamedha types of Samudragupta, which were both issued 
towards the end of the reign of that emperor. 


Literary tradition knows of Ramagupta as being the 
eldest son and the immediate successor of Samudragupta; he 
is however unknown to both coins and inscriptions. Numis- 
matic evidence shows that Kacha was most probably 
different from Samudragupta and came soon after the end of 
his reign; he is however not known to inscriptions and literature. 
The problem of Ramagupta may become easier to understand 
and solve if we assume. that he is identical with Kachagupta. 


Chandragupta had an additional name Devagupta; 
Ramagupta too may have had an additional name, Kachagupta. 
Or Kachagupta may have been the real name of the miscreant 
elder brother of Chandragupta, and later clerical error may 
have transformed it into Rama, as has been suggested by Dr. 
D. R. Bhandarkar.? A little carelessness resulting in the 
dropping of the horizontal stroke of ka, which is just like crossing 
atin the English script,-will convert ka into ra; cha can become 
ma ifthe pen slips to the left just beyond the loop of cha. 
Kacha need not be rejected as an unknown name; in contem- 
 _ porary times two rulers of a family ruling near Ajanta as the 

feudatories of the Vakatakas are known to have borne it.® 
f we assume that Ramagupta of literary tradition is identical 
with Kachagupta of coins, we can very well explain the 
Numismatic peculiarities of the Kacha coins. ‘ 


(a) Kacha succeeded Samudragupta; his coin type also 
Presupposes the Tiger-slayer and the A$vamedha types of that 


il - d S. I., Vol. V, pp 88-7; vol VI, 34-37 
2. Malaviya Commemorative Volume, p. 205. 
4.S. W. L,IV.p199. ^ . : 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


een EEE ee 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


136 JOURNAL OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA 


great emperor, which were issued towards the end of his long 
reign. - e. E | 
eign (b) It is but natural that at the beginning of his reign’ 
Kacha should have decided to paraphrase one of the popular 
legends of his father by making some suitable modifications 
init. - P E 
^ (c) The biruda on the reverse earvarajochchetta had not 
yet been used for Samudragupta. Kacha may have adopted 
itas an--earnest of his desire to conquer more kings and excel 


his father. To us who know the subsequent history and fate of 2M Th 
Kachagupta, this title may appear presumptuous ; but. he may Ba 
well have scored some victories which may have justified this 

title before he was trapped in a distant Punjab fort. ; "3 ans 


" (d) Kachagupta alias Ramagupta had a short reign ;.this 
is quite in keeping with the relative rarity of his coins and 
can also explain why they are confined to one type only. - 
| (e) The metrology of Kacha coins shows that they were 


issued before 125 grains standard was popularized by Chandra: $ apr 
gupta II, probably in the'latter half of his reign. And this 4 insc 
condition is completely satisfied by identifying Kachagupta of 4 ‘Lc 
the coias with Ramagupta of the literary tradition. . EC SUS) 

- (f) One can also understand how in the Tanda hoard- of 4 Ty 
25 Gupta coins only two belonged to the reign of Chandra: @ Ch 


gupta I and the remainders were more or less equally- divided 


between -A$vamedha and Tiger-slayer types of Samudragupta pill 
and those of Kacha.! Kacha coins came soon after the .A$va- M SUC 
medha coins of Samudragupta, which were issued towards the M ant 
end of his reign. > E 
. (g) Kacha alias Ramagupta may have been a Vaishnava AY wh 
like his younger brother, Chandragupta ; hence his chakradhvaja — — Pie 

(h) The name of Kacha has been deliberately eliminated — to: 
from later Gupta records; similar considerations may be respon: 1 Ing 


sible for his coin type not being imitated by any later ruler. Bes 


^ (i) The non-occurrence of his name in official. Gupta - 
‘genealogies may be due to their desire to leave out a collater 
who'was a disgrace to the family. Collaterals are frequently | 
left out in Gupta Senealogies as preserved in official seal 

Skandagupta for instance is left out in the Bhitari seal. 
genealogy, X WA 


Known numismati 


c and literary dat d traditions san pres 
best be explained by assumi YA anc abe t | Ant 
from ‘Samndragupta. an ie ‘Þat Kachagupta eau as | hel 


; identi i a “the | 
literary tradition, who was eal with Ramegupto Kam d 


: the pred > a p gn 
II. More evidence is howey Deen et dof E. E 


can be acccpted as a histo 
l. J.R. A, S. 


er necessary before this hypothesi | him 
rical fact. : a 


1598, p. 46; I, A., 1902, p. 259 
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- COIN LEGENDS OF GUPTA EMPERORS AND ^ 
Se ae VISHNUSAHASRANAMA. 2i 


Dn. B. CH. CHHABRA, GOVERNMENT EPIGRAPHIST, ' 
OOTACAMUND. s 


The title of this paper no doubt sounds rather strange. 
The reader may wonder as to what connection there is between 
a mere stotra like the Vishzusahasranama and the coin legends 
of the Gupta Emperors. The observations that follow may 
answer the query. Maybe, it is all my fancy ; but the simila- 
rities noticed are so striking and so numerous that I cannot 
resist the temptation of placing them before the scholars for 
their consideration. 


1 
‘ 
i 


This is Pow I came upon them. The phrase svayai ch= 
apratirathah, qualifying Chandragupta II, in the Bhitari pillar 
inscription of Skandagupta,* once arrested my attention. 
‘Looking intensely at the words’, as Ruskin would, | began to 
suspect something uncanny about the expression. What exactly, 
I mused, is the force and the significance of svayam hete,? 
Chandragupta IFs father, Samudragupta, we know, ; is 
described as prithivyam—=apratirathisya in his own Allahabad 
pillar inscription* as well as in several inscriptions:,of his 
successors.? This phrase has been rendered. as “who had no 
antagonist (of egual power) in the world’’* by Dr. J. JF. Fleet, 
who has likewise translated svayam ch = apratirathah by “and 
who was himself without-an antagonist (of equal power)'.* 
Fleet does not seem to have 'attached any special significance 
to svayam here. Apparently it cannot be something correspond: 
ing to prithivyam that precedes the word apratiratha in the 
case of Samudragupta. And it would be absurd to think of 
Samudragupla being apratiratha ‘not by himself’ as opposed 
to -his son who was ‘himself’ apratiratha, a contrast that-is 
suggested by Fleets translation. Nor can we dismiss this 
‘vayam as something casual or thoughtless on the part of the 
| composer of the inscription, because it is found not in one but 
eee 
d I. (Best's Gupta Inscriptions p. 58, toxt line 4. He first omitted cha in the 
reading, but later admitted its existence, on comparison with the same ex- 
Pression occurring-in the Bhitari copper-silvor seal of Kumiragupta II (Indian 
Antiquary, Vol. XXX, 1890, p. 225, note 8). The Bhitari pillar inscription has 

elped in restoring the corresponding text in the Bilsad pillar inscription of 
Kumiragupta I (Fleet, Z. c, p. 43) and the Bihar pillar insoription of Skanda- 
gupta (ibid., p 50). On the analogy of these records, we may presume that 


the fragmentary Mathura stone insoription, asoribed to Chandragupta 1I 
himself, had also svayam ch — apratirathena in its proper place (Ibid., p. 27). 


2. Fleet, l. c. p. 8, text line 24. - 3. Tbid., pp. 26, 43, 49, ete, 
4. Ibid., p.14. b. Ibid. p. 54. 
11 
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<b 


s Sond 1 p Y 
in seVeral inscriptions spread over a century. It is not likely 


that the authors of the other inscriptions blindly copied the ag 
mistake of the writer of the one inscription. The conclusion is E 
| that the author of the phrase svayum ch< apratirathah has 1 9 l 
; deliberately used the adjunct svayam and that he thereby — a 
| wished to convey something of a more definite nature than » 
| merely ‘himself’. E m 
| Now, the only other sense assigned to svayam is that which ye 
; is more commonly denoted by sakshat, meaning ‘personified’ . bo 
1 or ‘incarnate’. And this, I fancied, is what is intended in the - wh 
1 phrase svayam ch=apratirathah. It follows from this that the ee 
| term apratiratha in this case has to be taken as a substantive; to 
l and not as an adjective. It is here that the Vishvusahasranama 
i showed me the light and dispelled all my doubt. For I found act 
$ therein that Apratiratha figures as one of the thousand names kn 
1 of the God Vishnu. " AC 
: à on 
Aniruddho = pratiratha 
Pradyumno = mitavikramah ù (verse 68) 

We shall presently revert to Amitavikrama of th Be 
hemistich. Concentrating on Apratiratha for the present, with Gr 
this clue in hand, we can unhesitatingly translate the phrase - ; 
under discussion as “and who was Apratiratha incarnate",? Y 

; uq. 4 on 

Judging from the known records, the epithet Apratiratha, | 8 
so fer as the imperial Gupta family is concerned, is known coi 
to have been borne by only two members, namely Samut Pala 
gupta and his son Chandragupta II. In the case of an 
former, it is qualified by the adjunct prithivyam, while in t T} 
of the latter, it is distinguished by svayam prefixed to thi 
Taking each independently, there’ can be no objectio di 

ms case of Samudragupta, to its being translated as thi 
1. Some of these insoriptions have already been referred to in not Du 
wr. 4 tM TL e 
Nd nd Mace Te) India, p. 66. Similar seals of Budha, t 
Ind, Vol. XXVI, SU E RE uds BURE un hi 
phrase in question, , must likewise have containe! Bi 

2. Ibis well known indecli 3 Aa : ma 
Synonym of sdkshat both mawa ana OD ee 

Krodh-andhas=tasya tasya svayam=tha jagatam= c 
(Bhatta Nami ani Vina Ta A Wa 
tt 7 ara, ILI, 82.) uty 
Bhattiraka-sri-Takulisa-mirita a m 
avitarad=visoam a prad oU yi 


devah evayam Balamrigankamaulih || 


wa 
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has done. In the case of Chandragupta II, however, it has 
to be rendered only as ‘Apratiratha incarnate’. In the light 
of the observations made further on in this paper, on the 
other hand, even Samudragupta’s epithet may justifiably 
be rendered as ‘(the veriest) Apratiratha (moving) on earth’. 
In other words, Chandragupta II was regarded as an 
incarnation of Vishnu, and so was perhaps also his father, 
Samudragupta, poetically speaking, of course.! The stress in | 
both the cases is laid on the Apratiratha aspect of the divinity, 
which signifies ‘a peerless warrior’. This epithet also occurs 
on the Archer type coins of Samudragupta ; we shall revert 
to it at the end of this paper. 


It is quite obvious that the explanation offered here 
accords well with the known history of the Guptas. We 
know that Chandragupta II's son Kumaragupta I was regarded 
as an incarnation of Vishnu. This is disclosed by the legend 
on the Lion-slayer type of his gold coins, which reads :— 


Sakhshad=iva Narasimho Sihamahendro jayaty = anisazi? 
Here he is clearly mentioned as ‘Narasimhha,’® which comes 
to the same thing. In his case the Narasimha (Man-Lion) 
aspect of Vishnu is brought to the forefront. 


By a happy coincidence, very welcome light is thrown 
on the point at issue, namely the portrayal of Chandragupta II 
as an incarnation of Vishnu. The superb hoard of Gupta gold 
coins recently unearthed at Bayana in the Bharatpur State 
has yielded one unique specimen which Dr. A. S. Altekar, 
announcing the discovery, has named Chakravikrama type.* 
The scene depicted on the obverse of the coin represents, in 
the words of Dr. Altekar, “Chandragupta II, receiving a 
diviné gift from Vishnu'".5 We shall know more details of 
this interesting coin, when the full account of the hoard is 
published with proper illustrations. In the meantime, it may 
be realised that the available evidence raises Chandragupta II 


. [l Attention may here be drawn to line 28 of the Allahabad pillar ing- 
oripbion of Samudragupta, where his court poet! Harishena actually describes 
him as a god living on earth, wh» could be called human only because of his 
following human conventions; cf.  Loka-samaya-kriy=dnuvidhana-malra- 
manushasya loka-dhamno devasya. Edit-r.J 


2. Allan's Gupta Coins, pp. 72-8, Plate XIV, 1-5. 


x 3. The addition of wa to sakshal in the legend does not weaken the 

intended rupaka (mataphor). It only introduces the necossary element of 

utpreksha (Poetic Fanoy). Wo have instances where eakshat, iva and svayam 

n the three, are used in one and the same expression, reinforoiag the main 

en. A typical example is afforded by Valmiki's Ramayana (Ayodhyakanda, 

Yi 48), where Rima is desoribed as subhrür-ayala—tamr — akshah sakshad 
ishaur=iva svayam. 4. J.N.S.I., Vol, VIII, p. 182. 


wi 6. The Illustrated Weekly of India, Bombay, February 22, 1918, p. 81, 
era an enlarged photograph of the ooin has also been reproduoed, 
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. probably because he had not then seen its 
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to the position of a chosen favourite of Vishnu. No Wonder 
then that we find him described in the records of his Successors 
as an incarnation of Vishnu. All this, of course, indicates 
that he was an ardent devotee of Vishnu, deriving inspiration 
from that God alone and ascribing his successes to him, 


The divine glory with which we find Chandragupta II 
thus invested seems to have received wide recognition, for we 
find an echo of it even in a Buddhist record in the shape ofa 
stone inscription discovered at Mandasor in the Gwalior State, 
The memory of the god-like monarch must have still been 
fresh in the minds of the people at the time when this record 
was incised. It is dated in the Malava Samvat 524 (A.D, 
467-8), that is, about fifty years after the death of Chandra- 
gupta II. It speaks of him as Govinda-vat khyata-guna-prabhavah, 
‘as famous as Govinda (Vishnu) for the glory of his virtues’? 


ue pue ey PA, AL 


. apse rn 


Before taking leave of this topic, I wish to draw atten- 
tion to the two little words deva-S72 with which the legends on 
many of Chandragupta II’s gold coins open : Deva-$rz-maharaja- 
Dhirajasrz-Chandraguptah.? It is remarkable that this adjunct 
of deva$rz is peculiar to Chandragupta II's coinage alone. It 
is unintelligible otherwise; but in the light of the foregoing 
discussion, its mystery is also solved. It means ‘imbued with 
the glory of Vishnu’. Deva ordinarily means ‘god’, but in the 
Vishiusahasranama it figures also as a distinct name of Vishnu: 


Udbhavah Kshobhano Devah Srigarbhah Paramesvarah v. 41) x 


_ Mark the proximity of Deva to Sri in the text and then - 
.compare Deva$r of the coin legend. 


ECCLE Era 


The light extends further and illuminates Devaraja and — 
Devagupta, the secondary names of Chandragupta II himself. 
They now lend themselves to be understood as ‘Vishnu in the 
form of a king’ and ‘one protected by Vishnu’. 


A person whose nobility of character is thus manifested 
deed above any mean act that is calculated to lowe 
one in popular estimation. This, I think, is enough to discre 


is in 


[1. In my opinion Ohakravikrama t is vi it sh 

E my ¢ n Oh ype supports this view, as it shov 
ae spent feeting bimseit before ONAA gents on Krishua did befor 
an i roD A vis hardly b: described ag portraying Chandragupta JI 9 
: of Vishnu, as Dr, Chhabra has done earlier in this paragrap? 
Cs photograph. Editor.) E 
m2 Inscription has been edited by its discoverer, Mr. M. B. Gat 
cu Hats publication, It is to appear in Part I Vol. XXVII of the 
Ti Nod e UI List of Inscriptions of Northern India, ane ^ 
r nnual Report of the Archeological Survey of tau 


3. Allan’s Gupta Coins, pp, 24-34, 
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Chandragupta II of such gross misdeeds as killing his elder 
brother, seizing his kingdom and marrying his widow.! 


Coming back to the Vishywsahasranama, my perusal of it 
is rewarded with additional enlightenment along the same 
lines, inasmuch as my doubts about the Gupta nomenclature 
have been cleared. The names and titles of some of the Gupta 
monarchs are admittedly unusual. They all find an explanation 
in the Vishzusahasranama. 


Gupta, to start with the name of the progenitor of the 
dynasty, has puzzled many a scholar. Although it has been 
demonstrated by many that the name is Gupta and not 
Srigupta,? yet some scholars preferred to call him Srigupta.? | 
Their contention is that Gupta by itself cannot be a name; | 
it cau only be a name-ending in common with the other | 
names.. They, therefore, take S7z as an integral part of the 
name and not as an honorific. This contention is ruled out by 
the fact that Gupta again is one of the thousand names of 
Vishnu : 

Guhyo Gabhiro Gahano Guptas=Chakragadadharah 
(verse 58). 


Various inferences have been drawn from the term gupta 
both as name and as a name-ending with reference to the 
Guptas. It indicates their caste, social status and what not. 
The authors of The Cambridge Shorter History of India, having 
said all that they had tosay about the origin of the Guptas, 
wind up the statement by adding: “In any case the name Gupta 
suggests.a humble origin.” ^ Such uncharitable remarks serve 
to prove how much we have still to learn. 


_. The association of Guhya (Secret), Gablizra (Profound) and 
Gahana (Mysterious) in the quoted text is a pointer to the proper 
interpretation of Gupta, which may thus contidently be rendered 
as ‘Hidden.’ All the four appellations refer to that impervious 
nature of the godhead which we find echoed in the Upanishads 
as: 


atm=asya jantor-nihito guhayam 
If, now, we accept that the name of the eponymous king 


le Theallusion is to the episode of Raimagupta. The authors of The 
Vakataka-Gupta Age, who have recently examined the question, have done well 
in suspending their judgment on this vexcd problem. Their disquisition is 
really illuminating and is worth pondering over (pp. 161-5). 
; 2. Of. Allan's Gupta Coins, p. xiv. 
e 8. R. D. Banerji, for instance, acoapted this name. Gf. his Age of the 
Imperial Guptas, Bonares, 1983, p. 3. ; : 
. 4: The Cambridge Shorter History of India by J. Allan, T. Wolseley 
Haig and H. H. Dodwell, Oambrige, 1984, p. 88. : : 
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shall not be justified in drawing inferences from 
d SL or the like, because that sort of deduction will 
fit in only with the name-ending. And as Gupta S successors, 
from his grand-son Chandragupta I onwards, obviously adopted 
his name as a name-ending in their names, there JS no question 
of its being equated with the ordinary name-termination Gupta, 
which is synonymous with palita and which indicates that the 
bearer of the name belongs to the Vaisya caste, as the name. 
terminations Sarman and varman respectively denote a Brahmana 
and a Kshatriya. This distinction, in my opinion, is of vital 
importance and must not be lost sight of when deciding the - 
question of the origin or the caste of the Guptas. 


—K——— — ee RES 


I have just said that tbe adoption of the word gupta as 
the second part in the names of the Gupta rulers started from 
Chandragupta I, the grandson of Gupta. The latter was 
thereby shown due respect to, as a revered ancestor. ‘The 
question arises as to why we do not find it coupled with the 
name of his son Ghatotkacha.! ^ Besides, this name &ppears 
so odd. It is an established fact that the family Sprang into 
prominence only during the time of Chandra, better known 
us as Chandragupta I. The necessity was then felt to rai 
the general standard, so as to bring everything around in accord — 
with the budding empire. Asa part of the programme, th 
nomenclature had also to be made consistent with the imperi 
status. Vishnu had, presumably from the very beginning, been 
the family deity, to Whose grace the ever-increasing fortun 
was naturally ascribed. Gupta then came to be associated wit 

with double purpose : covertl 
ishnu) as a thanksgiving, and to sho! 
ancestor, Gupta, who was responsible: 
mighty empire into which it sübs 
À is, y mind, explains why Ghatotkacha 
name remained without the eponymous ending Gupta. Ast 
its oddity, the Vishuusahasranama again provides an interesting 
comparison. The name is composed of two elements: ghat 
and utkacha. Its first component being synonymous wit 
kumbha, Xt may be taken as one of the names of Vishnu, wh 
appellation Kumbha is found in the stotra : 


Archishman Architah 


| 
i 
| 
J 
yi 
j 
f 
| 
D 


to 
a 


Kumbho Vi$uddhatma Visodhanah 3; 
(verse. 68, 


Samudra, otherwise 4 very uncommon term for a personal. 


name, becomes intelligible wh 


en we know that it likewise 

1. R. D. Banerji (2. c 3 im as Ghatothacha-gupta, Tha 

8 sets. Ca P- 8) refers to him as Ghatotkacha-gupta. Tha 
dca Yat xh neh ube te fly ae nea 

Ghatotkacha, without the addition of ae Spates don, mai "d 


Lx. y CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


Pw duris ERU Pha) ium AA 


EAS q— Te ITS 


pem VIS PN 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


GUPTA COIN LEGENDS AND vISHNUSAHASRANAMA 143 


denotes Vishnu, its equivalents occurring in the stotra being 
Apannidhi and Ambhonidhi (verses 35 and 55). Chandra, Kumara 
and Skanda, apparently alluding to Moon and Karttikeya, may 
very well be taken as named after Vishnu, His appellations 
incorporating Soma, Guha and Skanda as well (verses 54, 41 
and 36). Purw or Piru may similarly have been named after 
Purushottama (verse 54), and Jivita, a distant descendant of 
Gupta, after Jzvana (verse 99). The same tendency is 
noticeable in the names of most of the Gupta queens. 
Kumaradevt and Chandradevt stand explained. Dhruvadevi, 
Anantadevz and Mitradevt are named after Dhruva, Ananta 
and Surya, all these three being also among the names of 
Vishnu (verses 6, 70 and 94). It is worthy of note that Vishnu 
shares with the Sun several names such as Aditya, Arka, 
Bhanu, Ravi, Savityi, Sürya, and so forth. Of these the first 
namely Aditya, figures very prominently in the distinctive 
titles of the Gupta monarchs. 


Krama of the title Kramaditya, which was borne by 
Skandagupta and Kumaragupta II, isnotso familiar as Vikrama 
of the title Vikramaditya, that was peculiar to Chandragupta 
II. Both of them, strange to say, are Vishnu's appellations : 


lívaro Vikramz Dhanvi Medhavi Vikramah Kramah | 
(verse 9). 


Kumaragupta I assumed several titles such as Mahendra, 
Ajttamahendra, Mahendrasimha,  Sühamahendra, Mahendra- 
kumara and so forth. Now, is it not remarkable that every one 
of the words involved in the above titles is a name of Vishnu, 
Mahendra, Ajita, Simha and Kumara? The first three are given 
under these very names (verses 29, 59, and 22), and the last one 
under its synonym Skanda or Guha as already shown. Parakrama 
and MKritantaparasu, the two distinctive epithets of Samudra- 
gupta, seem to be echoes of Satyaparakrama and Khandaparasu, 
two other names of Vishnu (verses 23 and 31). Inhis Allahabad 
pra$asti as well as in some inscriptions of his descendants, 
Samudragupta is likened to Dhanada, Varuns, Indra and 
Antaka. Besides the obvious idea underlying this similitude, 
there is perhaps again a veiled reference to Vishnu, because 
the names of the four different gods referred to are also among 
those of Vishnu, second and fourth under the very names and 


the other two under Dravinaprada and Mahendra (verses 59, 
55, 29 and 61). 


Chakravikramah is the legend that is found on the reverse 
of the unique specimen of Chandragupta II’s gold coin descri- 
bed above. Thetype is named after this legend. The coin 
contains no other legend. The obverse contains only two 
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standing male figures, identified as Vishnu and Chandragupta 
II, asis known from the description given by Dr. Altekar, 
Now, even though the name of the king concerned is not 
specifically mentioned on the coin, its ascription to Chandra. 
gupta 1I is correct because of the vikrama element of the legeng 
on its reverse. Vikrama is distinctive of Chandragupta II, as 
Mahendra is distinctive of his son Kumaragupta I, whose various 
titles, each combined with Afahendra, we have just noticed, 
As for the title Chakravikrama, it is again an echo from the 
Vishnusahasranama, displaying the same ingenuity as we have 
noticed above in connection with the surname Devasrz of 
Chandragupta II himself. Compare the relevant text of the 
stotra : 


Arandrah Kungalz Chaki? Vikramy = Ürjita$asanah 
(verse 97) 


The proximity of Chakrin and Vikramin is again remar- 
kable, and how these two have lent themselves to the forma- 
tion of the royal title Chakravikrama! Corresponding to 
Kumaragupta I's Ajitumahendra and S'izzAamahendra Chandra- 
gupta Il had Ajutavikrama and Sümhavikrama, which now 
become self-explanatory. — Ajitavikrama, however, reminds us 
of Amitavikrama, another name of Vishnu, mentioned twice in 
the stotra (verses 55 and 68).! Attention may also be drawn to 
the legend’ on the obverse of the Archer type of Skanda- | 
gupta’s gold coins, in which is read Sudhanvi or Sudhanvz, with 
the remark that “Sudlunvd would be a more usual form"? 
Here again we have to do with a name of Vishnu who is 


called Dhanvin, as already. quoted, and also Sudhanvan 
(verses 9 and 61). E 


_ Coming back to Apratiratha, with which we initiated. the 
discussion, we have seen that in certain stone inscriptions it i5 
applied to both Samudragupta and his son Chandragupta I 

ut so far as coins are concerned, it has been mentioned 105 
Connection With Samudragupta alone, and that too very conspi- - 
cuously. The Archer type of his gold coins has, on th 
reverse, the simple legend Apratirathah, and on the obvers 
in addition to the name Samudra without any case-ending (8n-- 
graved vertically, somewhat after the manner of a monogram, 


nothing unusual if Amitavikrama is repeated ono 
Ajitavikrama, nu, combines well in the t 


2. Allan's Gupía Coins i i 
or whatever its correct reading ee SSA one ee i Daksha 


of the emperor's coins (ib.d, pp. 116-7), es also on the King-and- Lokehin 
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under the left arm of the king’s figure, serving only as an 
identification mark), the metrical legend: Apratiratho vijitya 
| kshitim sucharitair=divam jayati.1 It may now readily be 
admitted that Apratiratha stands here as a substantive and not 
asa mere adjective. Plainly the personality of Apratiratha 
| (Vishnu) is superimposed (adhyaropita, as it may be termed 
J in Sanskrit poetics) on Samudragupta, who is thus presented to 
us: as an embodiment of Vishnu. It was in consideration of 
| this that I proposed to render prithivyam=apratirathasya of the 
Allahabad inscription as ‘(the vertest) Apratiratha (moving) on 
earth'.. Harishena, the author of the inscription, seems to have 
inlaid, as it were, his elaborate composition with astute hints 
that would indeed make his master appear as the very Vishnu 
on earth. One of them we have discussed in detail. Parakkra- 
| mankasya (1. 17) is perhaps another one.  Achintgasya (1. 25) is 
| yet another one. It may be pointed out that Achintya is again 
a name of Vishnu, known from the stotra (verse 89). And his 
| sadhv-asadhidaya-pralaya-lhetu-purushasya is so transparent that 
4 a Sanskritist would immediately recognise in it the well-known 
4 Bhagavad vakya : 

paritranaya sadhinam 

vinasaya chu dushkritam, etc. 


(Bhagavad-g2t@, IV, 8). 


An interested student is sure to discover many more 
ME similar instances where Vishnu is reflected, in some form or 
2 other, in the Gupta nomenclature and phraseology. 


The hoary antiquity of the Vishrusahasranama is beyond 
3 question, as it forms part of the great epic Mahabharata. The 
| stotra was evidently held in high esteem in the Gupta family 
4 from the very beginning. Its popularity grew with the growth 
J ofthe Gupta empire. „The Vaishnava faith received further 
| impetus during the reign of Chandragupta II, who was first 
| inthe family to adopt Paramabhagavata as one of his official 
| titles. Samudragupta, though he did not so openly profess 
his religious persuasion, was an equally zealous votary of 
Vishnu. This is evident from the representation of the Garuda 
| standard (dhvaja) on his gold coins ss well as from various 
J titles and epithets applied to him as explained here. 


1. Ibid., pp. 6-7, 
12. 
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» A UNIQUE GOLD COIN OF CHANDRAGUPTA II Aj 
By P.L. GUPTA, ASST.-EDITOR, AJ, BENARES.. ee 
The gold coin described in this paper was purchased b 
thé Bharat Kala Bhawan, Benares, in 1947. It is a unique A var 
specimen of a hitherto unknown type of Chandragupta II, | @ but 
Shall first describe it. . E | the 
Metal, gold ; size ‘8 in. ; weight ; a pla 
Obverse: King, nimbate, standing to left wearing Coat, YA iu 
trousers, ear-rings and necklace, holding in the A [D 
left hand Zizja-dagda bound with fillet,’ dropping © F 
incense on altar with his right hand ; to the left 4 Ry 
of the altar is the Garuda standard. Beneath 
the king's left arm, Chandragu(pta) written per. 3 not 
pendiéularly.^ Circular legend, beginning at J ob 
VII and ending at IV, Sradavapritha va$vasudla 4 Gu 
vajatya, which may be restored as .Srzdew- 4 rigl 
prithvi$varah vasudham vijitya jayati (divam?). | of 
Reverse: Goddess, nimbate, seated on throne, facing; J nec 
holding pasa in outstretched right hand and 4 righ 
cornucopiae in the left, resting on thigh. On @ Th 
the. right, the legend Paramabhagavata. No of 
symbol visible at present, but the coin has ME P-. 
suffered from hammering in the upper left Alt 
corner and the symbol may have beer CN 
beaten out. : we: 
z pi. Vil, Í m 
The coin is in a fairly good state of preservation exce 1 (rà 


for the hammering mark referred to earlier. It has also 
suffered "from a scissor cut extending from the rim at III ri 
"up to its centre. 


The legends on this coin call for a few remarks. - 
reverse legend Puramahagavata is not so far known to occur 8 
this place on the coins of Chandragupta. The usual legen? 


1 The object in the king’s left band is identical with that held by the Kin 
on the so-called Standard type of Samudragupta. Mr. Allan has desorl! 
as standard; but that does not seem to be a correct description. Indian t 
tion never favoured the king boing his own standard-bearer. Kings ho 
are frequently represented as carrying scoptres in their hand and I thi 
have described this object as a rajadanda or sceptre. , 


2 Below the letter gu, there is space enough for the letter pla, 


does nob appear on the flan. 


suffered from being beaten out: if is li ta 
disappeared in that process. WA ES 


8 Divam is restored conjecturally ; thera wa f the 
: 3 i s no space on v 
its being engraved. Gupta mint masters have offen omitted | 
portions of the legend for want of space. See J. N. S. I. Vol. VILE PP: > 
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here is a biruda containing the word vikrama, e. g. Srivikrama, 
Ajitavikrama, Chakravikrama etc. Paramabhagavata was how- 
ever a well known epithet of that ruler and occurs in the 
legend on his silver coins. 


| In the obverse circular legend we have Sridevaprithivzs- 
vara. Ordinarily deva and prithivīśvara both denote a king, 
@ but in this case Deva should be taken as a proper name of 
the issuer; for it is well known from the Chammak copper | 
plate of Pravarasena II that Chandragupta was also known | 
as Devagupta. Devasrz occurring in the coin legends of the 
Archer, the Couch and the Lion-slayer type (Class III var. B) 
of this ruler and is probably intended to refer to the other 
favourite name of the emperor by double entendre. 


The palzeography of two of the letters on this coin is worth | 
noting. Of these one is gu in the perpendicular legend on the 
obverse. The medial w matra of gu is.generally denoted in 
Gupta paleography by a round semi-circle attached below its 
right limb and reaching up to nearly half its height. The form 
of gv on the present coin is unusual, and it was probably 
necessitated by the immediate contiguity of the dazda on the 
right, leaving no suthcient space for the usual form of gu. 
The present- form of gu is however to be seen on a copper coin 
of Kumáragupta in the Bodleian collection (B. M. C. 
p..113) and also on a silver coin of Skandagupta of the 
Altar type (Ibid, p. 122) issued inthe west. Can this cir- 
cumstance suggest that the present coin was also issued in the 
western part of the Gupta dominion ? Among the gold coins 
the present form of gu is to be seen only on the coins of 
Narasimhagupta on rine obverse between the king's feet 
(Ibid, p. 137). 

` The second Ere: worth noting is bha occurring. on. the 

reverse. Its form is rather unusual; but it is probably. due 
to the instrument having slipped while engraving the top of 
the left limb. 


It would be desirable to discuss here another gold coin of 
Chandragupta IJ, which really seems to have belonged:'to 
the Standard type, It was obtained by Rodgers i in 1890 from 
Haripura in the Punjab'and has been described in Je um A. L Si; 
1893, p. 145 by V. A. Smith. 


Obverse : King standing left, casting incense on altar; trident 
with fillet above altar ; king's left arm raised aud 
passed through the loop of spear." Legend arrang- 
ed perpendicularly, Chandra under left arm of the 
King, and Gupta out-side the spear. ` 


x 1 


j 


l. Rajadanda had been takon to bó a spear by Smith, 
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Reverse: Throned goddess carrying cornucopiæ, her body 3 
attenuated wasplike. No legend. "m 


The coin is not illustrated and the description is "ot — 
complete, but it shows that the coin is of the Standzrd type 
and belonged to Chandragupta II. The coin was attributed 3 
to Chandragupta II butit was suggested that it was probably - | 
issued by some Saka feudatory of the Guptas. This probabi 
lity was suggested simply on the ground of its find-place d 
being in the Punjab, and Rodgers was inclined to read Saka for - 
gupta, but pa is said to be clear on the coin. We are not 
aware of any feudatory as being authorised by the Guptas to 
issue coins in their name. So this suggestion is not tenable. 
and the more so in view of the present coin. 


The description of the two coins differs in many respects, 
but it seems that they are of the same king and are of the _ 
same type. : 


While the name of the king Chandragupta is written o 
the Kalabhawan coin in a single perpendicular line, it is written - 
on Rodgers' coin in two perpendicular lines, as on the coins of- 
Samudragupta, Standard type, var. B. We "know tha 
Samudragupta had issued his coins in both the forms, i.e. nam 
in a single perpendicular line, and in two perpendicular lines 
Where the name is in a single line, it is only Samudra and Gupt 


A (Ta AT op YAN NASI RA A AN 


The other striking difference in the 
obverse of the two coins is that one has the Ga 
and the other trident with fillet above the standard. 
not know any Gupta coin with trident in this place. Even. 
the coins of Chandragupta I and the Battle-axe typ 
Samudragupta, where there is no Garuda standard, ther 
emblem of the Guptas, we do not find its place taken by the 
trident. The trident was the emblem of the Kushanas; so one 
may be inclined to attribute Rodgers’ coin to some ruler of 
dynasty. But to me it appears very probable that the sha 
Garuda with its spread wings has been mistaken for a tr 


crudely executed. Really speaking, the so-called trid wa ; 
intended to be a Garuda standard. * 
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explanation can be suggested at present. Is it that the 
legend was overlooked ? Is it that there was legend and could 
not be deciphered ? : 


Any way, Rodgers’ coin too was a genuine issue of 
Chandragupta II and was possibly another variety of this type. 


EDITOR’S REMARKS 


While publishing this unique Standard type coin of 
Chandragupta II, Mr. Gupta has done very well in drawing our 
attention to another coin attributed to that ruler, which 
apparently seems to have belonged to the same type. Both 
Smith and Rodgers agree that the Haripura coin described by | 
them has Chandra written perpendicularly under the left arm 
of the king, and that the latter holds in his left hand an object | 
variously described as a spear, a standard ora rajadauda. The 
same is the case with the present coin. The reverse of both 
has Goddess seated on throne. The resemblance is therefore 
striking and lends colour to the view that the coin of Rodgers 1 
was also another issue of the Standard type of Chandragupta. j 


Unfortunately the coin of Rodgers has not been illustra- 
ted and so it is very difficult to arrive at a convincing ^ 
conclusion on the present point. To make .matters more 
complicated, Smith and Rodgers, who were both experienced 
numismatists, differ in reading. the legend on the obverse. 
Both agree that Chandra is written under the arm; but Smith 
detected traces of a p outside the spear and so was inclined to 
complete the legend as Chandragupta. Rodgers on the other 
hand read the word as Shaka. 


I am not inclined to agree with the view of Mr. Gupta 
that the coin of Rodgers was another specimen of the Standard 
type of Chandragupta II. 


. (1) Rodgers’ coin wasin pale gold, obviously it was 
heavily adulterated and Chandragupta II is so far not known 
to have issued any coins in base gold. Gupta empire was at 
the height of its prosperity and Chandragupta is not likely to 
have sanctioned the issue of adulterated gold coins. 


(2) It has been noted that the goddess on the 
reverse of the coin of Rodgers had an attenuated and wasp- 
like body. Such is the case with most of the coins issued by 
later Kushanas, and not with any issued by Chandragupta II, 
whose coins show the numismatic art ata high level. 


(3) If we are to follow Mr. Gupta, we have to suppose 
that Gupta mint-masters in charge of this rather rare type were 
$0 Incompetent and worthless that what they engraved asa 
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Garuda standard was possible to be mistaken. as & trident, 
i think this very improbable. 


(4) Both Smith and Rodgers are positive that the object 
under discussion was a trident with fillet on its staff. Chandra. 
gupta, who expressly describes himself as Paramabhagavata 
on the reverse of this very type, would certainly have realised 
the incongruity of replacing the usual Garudadhvaja associated 
with Vishnu by trident associated with Siva. 


(5) When we remember how the reading of the legend 
was a point of difference between Smith and Rodgers, it is very 
unlikely that they should have overlooked entirely the legend 
on the reverse. 1 think it but reasonable to assume that the 
coin in question had no legend on the reverse, as expressly 
stated by Rodgers and Smith. This would tend to show that it 
was a late Kushana and not a Gupta coin, for the former had 
usually no legend on the reverse. 


(6) Another point worth noting is that both Smith and 
Rodgers are quite silent as to the existence of a circular legend 
on the obverse of their coin. This shows that the coin 
had no circular as Brahmi legend, as is the case with most of the 
coins issued by the later Kushanas. The Kalabhawana coin 


has a fairly long legend on the obverse and so Rodgers’ coin 
could not have belonged to its class. ee 


If the coin of Rodgers had really Chandra written under 
the arm, I am inclined to regard it as an issue of a Kushana 
feudatory of the Guptas, like a similar other coin which has 
Samudra written under the arm. The coin has not been 
illustrated, and so it is hazardous to conjecture: But I think 
it very probable that Rodgers’ coin had under the arm of the 
king Bhadra and not Chandra. In the paleography of this — 
period, a carelessly engraved bha can be mistaken for a ch, if 
à com is ill-engraved or blurred. We have other later 
Kushana coins with Bhadra written under the arm. One such 
coin: has „been illustrated in T. M. C., I, pl. XIV. 5, and a 
glance at it will convince how bha can look almost undistinguish- 
able from cha. On this Z. M, C. coin, the lower letter outside the — 
spear looks exactly like pta, but the letter above it is clearly sha - 
and not gu. On Rodgers' coin Smith could see the traces 0 
a pa only, Which was obviously a part of pta of the T. M. €. 
piece. I am inclined to think that Rodgers’ coin was an issue 


of Bhadra; similar to the coin of that ruler illustrated 'in — 
I. M. C., but considerably blurred. i 
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‘Coins of Marwar by M. M. Pandit Bishveshwar Nath , Reu, 
Superintendent of Archaeology, Jodhpur; pp. 1-29; 5 plates. 
Published by Jodhpur Government, 1946. 


In the present booklet, the author gives an interesting 
account of the coinage of Marwar from c. 400 B. C. to 1945. 
Notices of early coinage of Marwar remained scattered “at 
different places; an account of the medieval and’ modern 
coinage could be gathered from different catalogues not easily 
procurable. It was therefore a step in the right direction to 
bring out a brochure describing the Marwar coinage from the 
earliest times to the present day in one place. The numismatic 
"world would be grateful to the author and the Jodhpur 
Government for this useful publication. : 


Marwar had no special coinage of its own in the ancient 
period. The author has therefore given ‘an account of such 
ancient coins as were found in Marwar. They were however 
few ; the bulk of the book therefore naturally deals with the 
modern coinage of the state. The author describes the coinage, 
illustrates the important types and gives the transliteration 
and translation of the coin legends. The book also gives many 
interesting facts about mint-management during the last 200 
years. It is illustrated by five plates. i 


. The author refers to the hoards 6,585 coins of the early 
Arab Governors of Sindha and 3871 coins of the Gadhia 
type. It would have been very good if these coins had been 
adequately dealt with in the book. Let us; hope that the 
author will bring out fresh booklets dealing with these coins. 
Meanwhile he has already contributed a preliminary paper 
on the coins of the Arab Governors of Sindh, which we have 
published in this number. pA. 

A. S. ALTEKAR. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


(Held in Bombay on the 27th and 29th of December, 1947.) 


The annual meeting of the Numismatic Society of India 
for 1947 started in Bombay on the 27th of December, 1947, 
at 11 A. M.in the Convocation Hall. M. M. Dr. P. V. Kane, 
Vice-Chancellor of the Bombay University, welcomed the —— 
delegates and commended the work done by the Society during . 
thé last 27 years. He congratulated Col. H. H. Shri Brajendra 
Sawai Brajendra Singhji Bahadur, Bahadur Jung, the Maharaja 
of Bharatpur, upon the epoch-making discovery of the Gupta 
hoard in his kingdom, expressed his delight at the steps he was 
taking to publish its contents and re quested him to inaugurate 
the Conference. 


The Maharaja Saheb then delivered his inaugural address 
and concluded it by announcing a non-recurring donation 
Rs. 5,000 and an annual donation of Rs. 1,000 to the Society. 
The inaugural address is printed on pp 57-58 of this number. 


Dr. J. N. Unwala and Father H. Heras expressed th 
thanks of the Society to His Highness for his handsom 
donation. The generosity of His Highness to the Societ 
had reminded them, they said, of the generosity of ancient 
kings like Vikramaditya and Bhoja to learned scholars and 
colleges. 


_ Dr. A. S. Altekar then delivered the presidential address - 
printed on pp. 59-77 of this number. $ 


The meeting then adjourned to 2 p. m. 


. In the adjourned meeting the rare and representat 
coins from the Bayana hoard were shown by Dr. A. S. Altekar, 
which were kindly sent for exhibition by the Bharatpur govern 
ment. A number of papers were read, some of which- ar 
included in the present number. 

The business meeting of the So 
29th of December, 1947, w 
present. 


ciety was held ont 
hen the following members w 


l. Dr. A.S. Altekar, President, 

2. R.G. Gyani, M. A., Bombay. Rs 
3. Mr.S. C. Upadhyaya, M. A., Bombay. 
4. Mr. M.N. Deshpande, M. A., Poona. : 
2 Mr. V. P. Rode, M. A Nagpur, 
Za 
8. 


Y. 
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557779. . Mr. S: M. Shukla, Bombay. Rohe cote 
10. Mr. P. L.-Gupta, Benares. : 
11. The Curator, Rajputana Museum, Ajmer. 
12. Mr. I. B. Patil, B. A., LL. B., Bombay. 

13. The State Archzologist, Rajpipla State. 

14,. Dr. V. S. Agrawala, New Delhi. 

15. Dr. Motichand, Bombay. 
16. The Curator, Indore Museum, Indore. 


The following condolence resolutions were passed. 


The Society records its deep sense of sorrow at the death 
of Sir Richard Burn, one of the founder members of the 
Society, who, by his research work, threw. light on many a 
dark spots of Indian history and numismatics, and who was a 
tower of strength to the Society, of. which he was thrice a 
President. The Society conveys its sincere condolence to the 
members of the bereaved family. 


The Society is shocked at the sudden and premature death 
of Dr.M. H. Krishna, Director of Archzology, Mysore. In 
.Ur; Krishna-the Society has lost a valuable member, a disting- 
uished archeologist and one of the greatest authorities on 
South Indian numismatics. The Society offers its heart-felt 
sympathy to Mrs. Krishna and other members of the family. 


The Society also records its deep sense of sorrow at the 
sudden demise of Mr. Bhattasali of the Dacca Museum. 


The President then made a statement, Explained the 
general financial position of the Society. 


'The audited. statement of accounts, punc on pp. 156- 9 
of this number was then passed. 


It was decided to recommend to the Content iia 
that it should appoint a Committee of experts to select suit- 
able devices for. the coinage of Free India, which would be 

reminiscent of its artistic and cultural traditions and heritage. 


It was decided to have a Chairman of the Executive 
Committee separate from the President of the Society. A 
committee was also appointed with Dr. Altekar, as chairman 
and Messrs. Motichand and V. S. Agrawal as members, to draft 
& better constitution for the Society. s 


The following office-bearers were then elected :— 


* Dr. J: M. Unwala, President. 
~ Dr. A. S. Altekar, Chairman. 
Rai Bahadur Prayag Dayal, Vice- President. -.. 
Mr. R.G. Gyani, M. A., Secretary of the Society. 
Mr..C. R. Singhal, Asst. Secretry and Hon, Treasurer, 


13 
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MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Prin. V. V. Mirashi, Amaraoti. 
Mr. A. S. Gadre, M. A., Baroda. 
Dr. V. S. Agrawala, M. A. 

Pt. B. N. Reu, Jodhpur. 

Mr. Paramanand Acharya, B. SC., Mayurbhanj. 
Dr. Motichand, Bombay. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 


Prin. V. V. Mirashi, Amaraoti. 
Dr. V. S. Agrawala, New Delhi. 
Mr. R. G. Gyani, Bombay. 

Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad, Dacca. 
Dr. P. M. Joshi, Bombay. 

Dr. R. B. Pande, Benares. 


DAS WP 


Duna wH 


It was resolved to sanction an expenditure of Rs. 250]- - 
for the preparation of slides and Rs. 500]- for the purchase of 
books for the Taylor Library. Other expenditure was to be — 
on the lines of the last year’s budget, passed by circulation, - 
The expenditure for the Special Discovery Gold and Silver — 
medals.was to be met out of the Bharatpur grant. 


Special Publication Fund Budget. 


1. It was resolved to sanction an honorarium of Rs. ten | 
per page for the articles accepted for the Standard Work of — 
Reference and of Rs. six for the Bibliography on Indien - 
Numismatics. : E. 


_ 2. It was resolved to sanction the necessary expenditun 
in connection with the photographing work connected with - 


the Standard Work of Reference. This year (upton 
Rs. 2,000 may be spent. year an amount upto — 


3. It was resolved to sanction T. A. and Halting € 
penditure upto Rs. 1000 in order to enable the editor of t 
Standard Work to visit the different museums to ensure | 
inclusion of all important coins in the Volume. cup 


4. It was resolved to i 

pay a subsidy of Rs. 200]- to. 

Gupta in order to enable him to collect all the ma 
necessary for his cor 


expressed his will 
the Society. 
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6. The Society desires to convey its grateful thanks to the 
Maharajasahib and the Government of Bharatpur for the 
princely donation of Rs 5000/- (non-recurring) and Rs. 1000J- 
recurring, sanctioned by them. 


The Society records its deep thanks to the Governments 
of Bihar, Madras, Baroda and Jaipur for their recurring 
grants to the Society and to the Government of the 
U. P. and the Trustees of the Tata Charitees for their non- 
recurring grant of Rs. 1500 and Rs. 1000 respectively for the 
projected work on Indian Numismatics. 
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NUMISMATIC SOCIET O 
"Nd Income and Expenditure Account for the periog — fr 
EXPENDITURE Rs. As. Ps, — 
To Stationery and Printing... 1570 5 6 3 By 
5, Postage and Telegrams ... 165 15 9 | 
: 3" 
„ Honorarium Expenses ... 515 8 0908 
> Sundry Expenses vs 308 5 C9 E 
| MET 
> Bank Charges odo 4 A E 
„ Contribution Charges... 311 0 00M 


» Amount transferred to 1,000 0038 
Special Publication Fund 


— —Á 


Bombay, the 22nd Dec., 1947, . 
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OF INDIA. 
from 1st Tan., 1947 to 30th Nov., 1947. 


INCOME t Rs. As. Ps.| .. Rs. Aŝ. Ps. 


1 By Interest :— 
H. S. Account, Central Bank 


299€ P OBESSE S C S L SE OE 


of India No. 105518 Sees - 0 10: -0. 
Postal Savings Bank Account d 
No. 478633 ss © 317.4 0 

, Subscriptions :— | 
Arrears beo 529367 20 | 
Current Sub 510 10 0 | 
Life 500 200 0 0 
Advance ae 14 0 0 
Quinquennial ' 2|. 1059-0: 02915359 8 EO 

» Sale of Journal T. "HR sl 210 1 0 


Government Grants :— 


Bombay Government... 300 0 0 

Orissa $i ees 600 0 0, 

Madras 5; E 300 0 0 

Hyderabad State see 200 0 0 

| fi 

Jaipur State E 50 0.0! 1,450 0.0. 
» Excess of Expenditure over M 

Income transferred to 547 6:6- 

General Fund J] S —— 


| i i 3,884 6 6 
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NUMISMATIC SOCIET 


C 
Balance Sheet as at 7 
FUND & LIABILITIES Rs. As. Ps. | Rs. As. Ps, . 
General Fund :— - ; : 
Balance as on 1st Jan., 1947. 988. 7 10 d 
| Less Excess of Expenditure : 
over income during the 
year 
F 
Special Publication Fund Ac: 
Balance as on 1st Jan., 1947. 9,000 0 0 l 
Addition during the year . ... 1,000 0 0 NS ? 
———————110,000 0 » 
l 
( 
1 
( 


cording to the information and exp 
wn by the books of the Society. 
DINUBHAI 8 
Registered Acc 
Lon, A 


Bompay, 
Dated this 22nd day of Dec., 1947, 
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OF INDIA. 
30th November, 1947. 


—————————— 


PROPERTY & ASSETS Rs. As. Ps.| Rs, As. Ps. 


Furniture S00 100 0 0 
Cash and other balances : 


Postal Cash Certificate matur- 
ing on 28-2-50 ae 3,02) (0) 70 


Postal Saving Bank A/c No. 
478633 200 458 2 0 


National Saving Certificate, 
maturing on 1-4-50 ts 2,000 0 0 


b AY 
TRA PERS TA: - 
ania n WA a a a 0 0D 


National Saving Certificate, : 
maturing on 2-7-56  ... 1000 0 0' 


National Saving Certificate, 
‘maturing on 23-4-59 — ... 3,000 0 0 


Central Bank H/S Account 


No. 105518 ses 70 9 1 
Bank of India Ltd., Current 
Alc : de SMES} 
Cash on Hand x 54 15 010,341 1 4 


——— — ——— ———— —— 


10,441 1 4 


coo R ae 
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List of the Members of the Society. 


Patron: 


H. H. The Maharajadhiraj Maharana Sri Bhupalsinghji 
Bahadur, G.c.S.1., Maharana of Udaipur (Mewar), 


Life Members: 


Dongre, R. V., 384, Lamington Road, Bombay 4. 

Govel, K.C., B.Sc., Executive Engineer, Central Division, Ajmer. 

Khwaja Muhammad Ahmad, M. A., LL. B. Hyderabad 
Museum, Hyderabad Deccan. 

Muhammed Abdul Wali Khan, Keeper of Coins, Hyderabad 
Museum, Hyderabad Dn. . ; ! 

Law, B. C., Dr., M. A., Ph. D., 43 Kailas Bose Street, Calcutta. 

Nahar, B. S., B.A., 48, Indian Mirror Street, Calcutta. 

Patel, I. B., B.A., LL.B., Freuny House, Sitladevi Temple Road, 
Mahim, Bombay 16. : 

Powills, Michael, A., 9645, South Leavitt Street, Chicago 43, 
Illinois (U. S. A.). EN 

Raghubir Singh, Major, M.K., Raghubir Niwas, Sitamau (C. I. 

Sahni, Dr. Birbal, Lucknow University, Lucknow. | 

Shukla, S. M., Manager, Rawal Tiles and Marble factories, 
Arthur Bunder, Colaba, Bombay. ` i E i 


Original Members : 2i E 


Whitehead, R.B., 1.C.S.,F.R.a.s.B,, Millington Road, Cambridge, _ 
England. 


: Ordinary Members: t 
1922 Acharya, G. V., B.A, Harsha Sadan, Ganesh Falie. 
Junagadh. > 
1947 Acharya, Paramananda, B. Sc, State Archeologist, 
Mayurbhanj State, P. O. Baripada. : 
1932 Agarwal, Jai Krishna, Canning College Office, Lucknow. 
1948 Agarwal, Ramsaran, c/o Babulal Ramsaran, 463/4 Sakat 
AES Don P neda badi a 
garwal, V.S., Dr., Supdt. C.A.A. Museum, New De 
1946 Ahmad, S. M., B.A., Doe Collector, Jaunpur, U. P- — 
1911 Allan, J., m.A., British Museum, London, W. C. 
1931 Altekar, A.S., M.A., LL.B., D. LITT., Professor of An 
Indian History & Culture, Benares Hindu Univers 
1937 Antani, V. R., M.A, Military Secretary to H. 
Maharaja of Chamba, Dalhousie. 
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Bandorawala, Cooverjee Nowrojee, B.A., Patuck’s Bang- 
alow, opposite Minerva Cinema, 91, Lamington Road, 
Tardec, Bombay. 

Banerji, A. C., Archeological Museum, Nalanda House, 
P. O. Nalanda, Dt. Patna. 


Banerji, A. N., 16A. Furria Pukur Street, Calcutta. 

Banerji, J. N. Dr., MA., Lecturer, Calcutta University, 

28, Manoharpukur Road, Kalighat P.O., Calcutta. 

Banerji, Priyatosh. C/o P. N. Banerji, Imperial Bank of 
India, Patna (Bihar). 

Banerji, Dr. S. K., Professor, Lucknow University, 
Lucknow. 

Banker, Harilal, O, Post Box No. 2362, Kalba Devi, 
Bombay. : 

Baron, B. K., Bar-at-law, ‘Marine Hall" Springe Road. 
Mussoorie (U. P.) - 

Bhagavad Dutt, Pandit, Mahesh Villa, Chakrota Road, 
Dehra Dun. 

Bhandarkar, D. R., M.A., PH.D., 2jl Lovelock Street, 
Calcutta. 3 

Bhat, B. W., Hon. Secretary, Rajwade Sanshodhan 
Mandal, Dhulia. 

Biddulph, C. H., Major 1. E., Cfo The Chief Engineer, 
South Indian Railway, Trichinopoly (S. I.) ` 

Botham, The Hon'ble MreA. W., C.S.I., LC.S., The 
Manor House, Alford, Lincolnshire. 

Carrington, A. H. Major, Corporation St., Birmingham 
(England) 

Chakrabortty, Dr. Surendra Kishore, M.A., Ph.D. 
Professor of History, Anandamohan College, Mymen- 
singh, Bengal. 

Chatterji, C.D., Reader, Lucknow University, Lucknow. 

Chattopadhyaya, Kshetresachandra, M.A, Sanskrit 
Department, Allahabad University, Allahabad. 

Chaudhury, Haridas Majumdar, P. O. Narayandahar, 
Mymensingh District, Bengal. i 

Chinmulgund, P. J., 1.C.S., Bombay. 

Coachman, K. R., 16 Cowasji Patel Street, Bombay 1. 

Contractor, K. N., cjo British Overseas Airways Cor- 
poration, Finlay House, Karachi. 

Contractor, Sorabshaw M., Umrigar Building, Ormiston 
Road, Apollo Reclamation, Bombay. ; 

Dar, Mukat Bihari Lal, B.S.C., LL.B., Secretary to the 
U. P. Govt. Local Self Govt., Lucknow. 

Darbari, M. D., B. com., F.S.4.A.R.A., 100, Clive Street, 

. Calcutta. . 3 í 

pande, M. M., Asst. Supdt. A. S. W. Circle; Poona 5 
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1945 . Dotiwala, Major C. R., Bungalow No. 13, One Tree 
Hill Road, Mhow Cantt. za 


1935 Driver, Dorab Cursetji, M.A., (Cantab), Bar-at-Law, of 
: Messrs. Tata Iron & Steel Co., Ltd., 102A, Cliy, 


Street, Calcutta. 


1945. Fairhead, E.C., C.D.R.E., C/o I. C. I. Ltd., Post Boy 
:: 1182, 18 Strand Road, Calcutta. : : 


1938 -Faizullah Khan, Secretary, District Local Board, 
LE Lyallpur, Punjab. 1 ; 
1922 Forrer, L, 1 Helvetia, 24, Hometield Road, Bromeley 
' Kent, England. wa G 
1945. Gahlot, Mahavir Singh, Merti gate, Jodhpur. 
1944 Ganda Singh, Prof., Khalsa College, Amritsar. d 
1920 Ghanshyam Das, Rai Bahadur, Commissioner, (Retd,) 
3 Ghazipur (U: P.). i ; 
1928 Ghosal, D. D., Retd. Superintendent, Calcutta Improve- 
^ ment Trust, 85, Tantipara Lane, P. O. Santragachi, 
Howrah. id ; 
1947 Ghosh, N. N., Ganga Villa.:New Bairana, Allahabad. - 
1929 Ghose, A., M. A., 42, Shambazar Street, Calcutta. 
1946 Ghose, S. K., Maniari Canal Officer, P. O. Narkatiaganj, 
(O. & T. Rly.), Distt. Champaran. 3 
1936 Gopalachari, S. T. Srinivas, (Rao Bahadur) Advocate, 
"Sambanda; Vilas’, Raja Annamalai Chetty Road, 
Vepery, Madras. ™ js 30 
1940 Gupta, Parmeshwari Lal, 63/42, Victoria Park (north) 
Benares. A 
1933 Gyani, R. G, MA., Curator, Prince of: Wales Museum, — 
Bombay. e 14 
1930 Hon'ble Mr. Justice Harish Chandra, 1. C. S, 12 
Hamilton Road, George Town, Allahabad. . = 
1926 -Heras, H., Rev., Father, Professor of Indian History, .. - 
i St. Xavier's College, Cruickshank Road, Bombay 2... @ 
1945 Hopkin, H J. M., Lt. Col ; LA.O.C., Cfo Lloyds Bank, —— 
Bombay. YA He 
1944 Hurmuz Kaus, 128 Public Garden Rd., Hyderabad (Dn) - 
1943 Ishaque, M., B.SC.,M.A., Ph.D. (Lond.). 159 B. Dharamtalla —. 
Sto Calcuttas a Wa 
1948 lyer, D. K., Numismatist, Assamam, Trivandrum. ~ 
1923 Jalan, Radha Krishna, Dewan Bahadur, Quila Hous 
= Patna City: ; S 
1945 Janzen, E.P, Cjo L.F. Janzen, 3132 Atwater Aven 
ae Los Angels, California, U.S.A. ` ie 
Vn uM. M.A., Ph.D., University Library, Bombay 
dor ue s M.A., P. 60/B, New Shambazar St:, Calc 
7, Manchandani, J. K., Prof., Hirabad Quarter, D. G 
College, Hyderabad (Sind) ~ ee 
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Khareghat, R. M., Lt. Col., I. M. S., Civil Surgeon, Cfo 
Lloyds Bank, Ltd., Bombay. 


Kraus, Earnst Suite 1702, 444 Madison Ave.,.New 
York 22, N. Y., U.S. A. - 

Krishnamoortty, P. D., Clo T. P. A. Mannar Krishna 
Iyer & Sons, Madura & Benares. Cloth Merchants. 
Ruede Grand Bazar, Pondicherry, (S. I.) 

Kummer, F. E., Manager, West End Watch Co., 16 | 
Old Court House St., Calcutta. : | 

Locken G. Royse Hole, Norway. : 

Mathuram, Dr. N. D., Guru Medical Hall, Puthur, 
Trichinopoly. : 

Maharaja Mandhata Singh, Himniatnagar (Idar State). 

Majumdar, K. C., Dr, 4 Bipin Pal Road, Kalighat, 
Calcutta. 

Marshal, D. N., 118 Military Square, Port Bombay. 

Mehta, Pratapray G., C/o Jaipur Metal Industries, Jaipur. 

Mirashi, V. V., Mahamahopadhyaya, Principal, Maha- 
vidarbha College, Amraoti (C. P.) s 

Mishra, W. P., A. LL. B., Pleader, Hoshangabad,. C. P. 

Modi, Jagmohandas K., Krishna Kunj, 15 Ridge Road, 
Bombay. : Zu 

Moti Chandra, Dr. M A4. Ph.D., Prince of Wales 
Museum, Bombay. 

Moulvi, Shamsuddin Ahmad, M.A., Superintendént, 
Archæological Dept., Dacca. 

Muhammad Mazrul Haq, cjo Muhammad Zainl Haq 
Sufi, M.A., Lecturer, Govt. College, Montgomery, 
Punjab. ; 

Nagar, M. M., Curator, Provincial Museum, Lucknow. 

Narain, Prof. A. K., M.A., C. H. C., Hindu University, 
Benares. 

Nanjee, Choonilal, D., “Satya Vilas” 16, Manordas 

. Street, Fort, Bombay. 

Pai, M. P., I. C. S., Secretary, Industries Supplies Deptt. 
Govt. of India, New Dehli. Mee : 
Pande, B. P., Major, B. A., LL. B., F.R.E.S., Dewan, Ma- 
yurbhanj State, Baripada. : A 

Pande, Dr. R. B., Benares Hindu University. 

Pandit, R. C., Bank of Behar, Patna. 

Pantalu, G. Ramdas, Sriramachandrayilas, Jaypur, 
Korapur, Dt. Orissa. ; : 

Panigrahi, K.C., Govt. College, Sambalpur (Orissa). " 

Pavri, P.F., Pavri House, Gundow Street, Fort, Bombay. 

Pillai, P.M., *Kumaran Nilayam,” * Sahadevapuram, 
Salem (S. 1.). 

Pittabiramin, P. Z., 52 Big Bazar St., Pondichery. 
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1917 
1947 
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1944 
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1939 
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1924 - 
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Powar, A. G, Dr, M.A. Ph.D., Rajaram College, 
Kolhapur. : | 
Pradyuman, Draughtsman Technical Development 4 
Establishment, Ahmednagar (Bombay). wA 
Prayag Dayal, R. B., 80, Latouche Road, Lucknow. : 
Principal, M. N. College, Visnagar. 
Pusalkar, A. D., M.A., LL B., ‘Usha’, 118, Shivaji Park, 
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Rameshwar Dayal, Pt., B.A., Additional Registrar, Co. 
operative Societies, Lucknow. 3 
Rao, Uttam Singh, B.A, Official, Jind State, Krishna 
Basti, P. O. Sangrur (Jind State), T 
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THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA. 


The aim of the Numismatic Society of India is to encourage 
the study and research in the field of Indian Numismatics. As 
stated in its rules, the Society is intended to be a co-ordinating 
body, which will promote the knowledge and facilitate the study 
of Indian Numismatics. 


The Society publishes its Journal in two parts, the first part 
the June number, at the end of September and the second part, 
the December number, at the end of the March following. 
Each issue contains on anaverage seventy pages and four plates. 
The Journal is distributed free to members. The Society also 
publishes occasional monographs on special subjects. It holds 
meetings at which papers are read and discussed and coins are 
exhibited, and also offers gold and silver medals and prizes to 
encourage research. 

The annual subscription, Rs. 6/-, becomes due on the 
election of a member and thereafter is payable-in advance on the 
1st January of each year to the Treasurer of the Society, Prince 
of Wales Meseum, Bombay. Life members pay Rs. 100[- or 
more. : 


All papers for the Journal, together with the necessary. 


photographs, drawings, etc., should be sent to Dr. A.S. Altekar; 
Editor, P.O. Benares Hindu University. Papers received later 
than the end of May and November will not possibly be 
included in the June and December numbers respectively. It 
is particularly requested that authors will*kindly prepare and 
revise their typescript very carefully; so that correctionsin proofs 
may be reduced to a minimum. -Tf there are any diagrams, 
symbols or drawings incorporated in the text of the article, 
they should also be drawn on a Separate piece of paper, so that 
it can’ be sent to the block-maker. Authors should take 
particular care to see that the numbers of the coins, as elven in 
the plate, correspond to the numbers-of. the coins as given in 
the body of the paper. 


While transliterating, the following system should be 
followed ; % ri; & n ; = ch, € chh, st ñ, vn, 3t $, ash 
105 5 de ; khe ;hc;chc;joe;s;te;te;pe;besal 
DELEA teiz v ispe;shce sue ;2h3;2) sry ity 129 
Wes hSiwojnu;mpesld;¢gS;kS;q5;fos ghe 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


The rates for edyesUscments on inner pages are as follows + 


Full page Go sse: EC RSS l2 


s 


Half page Sis "ets we Rs. 9 


The right to reject any - ‘advertisement as unsuitable: for : 


publication dn the Journal i is reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SOCIETY | 


© 1, Publications desired to be considered for the award of the | ~~ 
Nelson Wright Medal should reach the President before | 
the 30th of “September every year. eS 
2. Papers intended for the June 1948 number should rexit 
the Editor before July 1948. 


SOCIETY'S PUBLICATION FOR SALE 


| 
TECHNIQUE OF CASTING COINS IN ANCIENT INDIA I 

By DR. BIRBAL SAHNI, S.C.D., F.R.S. ! 
Pages 68 ; Illustrations 146. | 
Most comprehensive, up-to-date and scientific accuunt of the 

subject and indispensable for the study of 
Indian Numismatics. 
^ Pri ice Re. 10 for the public and Rs. 5 for members. 


MINT MARKS ON SASSANIAN AND ARAB-SASSANIAN COINS 
By F. D. J. PARUCK a 
Pages 60; Plates 6 | 
An exhaustive and up-to- date unen: of the subject. ks 

Price Rs. 5 * Rer 

To be had from Hon. Secretary, 
NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF INDIA, m 
PRINCE OF WarEs MUsEUM, BOMBAY. ^ 


SOME OF Dr. A S ALTEKAR'S BOOKS 


POSITION OF WOMEN IN HINDU CIVILISATION 

| Pages 486°; Plates 6 ; cloth-bound. 

| Price Re. 7. 

| "The author is a constructive critic and an expert in social 
| evaluations and has tested Hindu civilisation with «bility and 
T discernment. He has given -us an extraosdinarily live and 


y interesting book.' — Mindu, Madras. 
| ix. BENARES AND SARNATH : PAST AND PRE SENI 
1^ $ .80 pages and one map. 


Price Ie. 1 and 4 annas. 
The most authoritative book on the fascinating history 
, of Immortal Benares. 
SILAHARSA OF WESTERN INDIA 
Pages 41. 
The only book on the subject. 
i Price Re. 1. 
f D , To be had from 
CULTURE PUBLICATION HOUSE, New D/2; 
fant BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY. . 
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